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Abstract 

Authors James A. Rimbach •. E.A., s.T.M. 

Titles Animal Imagery in the Old Testaments Some 

Aspects of Hebrew Poetics 

A doctoral thesis sub~itted in the Department of Near 

Eastern Studies, The Johns Hopkin:3 University, 19?2. · 

For the purpose of this study in the imagery of 

Old Testall'.ent poetry~ the corpus of animal imagery has 

been chosen as an easily definable and managel'!.ble body 

of material, represented in all periods of Hebrew 

poetry and in the majority of the books of the Old 

Testament. E:x:pect.ations for the elucidation of this 

material has traditionally been set on the efforts of 

students of nat1.iral history. The present study is 

written in the conviction that·attention to literary 

:f'orm, style and convention is just as helpful, if not 

even more so, to the interpreter of the Biblical text. 

The thesis explores the varietiec of relaticnehip 

between some known forms of Hebrew verse structure, 

particularly parall~lismus membrorum, and the vocabu­

lary of poetic imagery. In casting his imagery in the 

most common denominators of Hebrew poetry, the single 

bi-colon and double bi-colon, the poet evidences clear 



pa:tterns in the choice of his vocabulary. These pat .. 

terns are detailed in the "Conclusions" of the study. 

Though considerably less material is available that 

extendg beyond the double bi-colon, certain observa­

tions governing the structuring of the imagery may be 

made in these cases also. 

Attendant problems in any study of Hebrew poetry 

are likewise de.alt with in the thesis, not the least 

among them being the difficulty of tr.anslation itself. 

Some of the passages· involved are ~~ of translation 

and are treated at some length, In certain cases new 

solutions to translation and meaning are offered, and 

in other instances the results of the present study 

lend heavy support to one proposal out of the many 

heretofore offered. 

The conventionality of much animal imagery emerges 

clearly. When certain animal imagery is utilized by 

various authors at widely different times and places, 

the point of comparison is relatively constant, and 

often much of the. detail as well. This principle of 

conventionality may thus be applied in the investiga­

tion of passages of heretofore contested meaning and 

often permits a solution to the meaning and import of 

certain Biblical passages. Such constants of imagery 

are the use of certain groupings of animals to form 

11 



iii 

descriptions or variot1s geogra:Phical localess the deso­

lations following war, both in retrosp9ct and in thr.eat1 

and the description of paradisaical landscapes. 

These literary conventions can in. some cases be 

shown to extend beyond Hebrew literature to the litera­

ttires of neighboring Semitic speaking peoples of i:he 

. ancient Near East. This observation is nat~rally im­

portant for the interpreter of the Old Testament and 

gives insight not only into "'.;he meaning of individual 

passages but has implications for the literary standing 

of the various authors of Old Teatament paetry and 

their schooling in the literatures of the ancient world. 

One observation running throughout the study is a 

testing of a dictum that is familiar to all studtnts 

of the literature of the Old ·restament, namely; that 

Hebrew imagery is "concrete• as opposed to being "ab­

stract." Our study indicates quite the opposite. It 

is here maintained that the so-called "concrete 

imagery" of Hebrew poetry fWlctions as a true abstrac­

tion. by virtu~ of its conventional nature, and hence 

evokes from the hearer and reader a complex of refer­

ence extending rar· beyond the detail ottered in any 

particular case. 

I . 
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Introduction 

Imagery is a prominent feature of the poetry of 

the Old Testament, as of all poetry. As such it has· 

been the subject of assertiOns and generalizations of 

·the broadest scope. Systematic investigations are 

almost entirely lacking, The primary hazards involved 

in the study of Hebrew poetic imagery are dl,le to the 

material itself and are of a nature which often pre-

· vent the application of methods and procedures used in 

the investigation of ·the poetry of other cultures and 

.other times.l 

Standard sources on Old Testament literature often· 

make refere.nce to the work of Eduard Kgnig, Stilistik, 

Rhetorik, Poettk 5.n Bezug auf die biblische Literatur 

(Leipzig, 1900). ·There one finds an exhaustive list­

ing of examples under the various subdivisions of clas­

sical rhetorical terminology, The value of the work 

is undermined by the absence of any justification of 

the application of the categories of classical rhetoric 

to Hebrew literature,2 K8nig's work has-been justly 

cha~acterized as being as useless as it is enormous,3 

The approach followed in this study builds upon 

procedures which in their application to other re­

stricted bodies Of material in the Old Testament have 

proved fruitful· in advancing understanding and apprecia-

l 
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tion of the text, Imag;ery involving animals has ·been 

selected beciiuse it forms a convenient whole of manage­

able and quite easily defined proportions, In the main 

the passages involved are clears but exegetical and 

philological problems do occur and are treated with. 

varying degrees of thoroughness without, it is hoped, 

obscuring the directiOn of the study,4 The animal 

imagery of the Song of Songs has been omitted from the 

study, for several reasons, Most of the imagery of 

the Song of Songs is unique to those poems, and my in­

vestigatlon of this material persuades me that the 

total imagery of the Song must be dealt with as a unit 

in itself, and not piecemea1,5 Those few instances of 

animal imagery.in the Song which have· parallels else­

where in the Old Testament do fit the conventions which 

emerge from the study of animal imagery as a whole,6 

Indeed, it would seem that the views of the literary 

world ~egarding Hebrew poetry have been greatly in­

fluenced. by a certain preoccupation with the Song of 

Songs, When, for example, T. ·J, Meek remarks that the 

poetry of the Song is "full of elaborate imagery, with 

extravagant, sometimes overbold metaphors,"? he illlus­

trates the common practice of making.pronouncements re­

garding Hebrew poetrY and especially its imagery in 

purely aesthetic terms,6 

2 
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One generalization in particular which needs to 

be tested in our survey of animal imagery is the ort-

ci ted clichJ that Hebrew imagery is "concrete" rather 

than "abstract" in nat1,1re, The ori~in of this asser­

tion may be traced back to J, G, Herder, and its .in­

fluence ori Old Testament scholarship comes from the 

"1'itings of Herder's friend J, G, Eichhorn, The quality 

of the "abstract" should not be confused with or con­

fined to . i<leas expressed by words of a certain gram­

matical category, We· shall see in the course of' our 

investigation that the so-called "concrete or pictorial 

image" funct~ons as an "abstraction" because it can be 

repeated and be understood without reference ·to any 

particular, Both the writer and reader are aware of 

the •system of associated commonplaces" by which what 

one may term a concrete image actually functions as a 

literary convention which does not call upon the per­

sonal experience or natural observation of either party. 

A second concern of our study is to illustrate· 

the dominant role ol' 1.i'terary convention ln poetic 

imagery, This feature may be seen not only within the 

confiries of the poetry of the Old Testament, but in 

many cases applies to the literature of the ancient 

Semitic speaking world in general,9 
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Thirdly -- and this is the chief contribution of 

our study -- we observe certain relationships between 

recognized categories of poetic line structure and the 

vocabulary of poetic imagery. A summary of the find-

_ ings is given separately as "Conclusions" following 

the body of the ~ext. 

It should be noted that the sectional division of 

the Old Testament material in the main portion of the 

study is not intended to reflect the exactitudes of 

'taxonomicai classification, but represents only the 

broad categories of classification of ardmals which 

:Partly emerg(!s ··from the material its elf and is in other 

instances quite arbitrary. 

4 
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Notes to Introduction 

l 
Chief among these is the handicap of the ex-

treme difficulty, and often impossibility, of dating 

the material, or datermining with confidence its author­

ship. Even where this goal may be approached, con­

structing a chronological progression of material as­

signed to a single author presents an even e;reater and 

virtually una.chievable task. 

2 
For exampl~, should one dlstinguish, in Hebrew 

poetry, "simile" from "metaphor?• And on what grounds? 

If simile is· to be, perhaps, marked by the presence of 

the particle ~. this is seriously undermined by the 

Hebrew graminatical phenomenon of the "double-du~y" use 

of prepositions (see, e.g., M. Dahood, Psalms,fil, 

Anchor Bible 17A (New York, 1970), p. 436, "Grammar of 

the Psalter"). The presence or absence of the preposi­

tion may be determined by metrical and stylistic con­

siderations, in addition to grammatical ones. 

·3 . " 
See the comments of L. Alonso-Schokel in his 

article· "Poesie h6braique," in Dictionnaire de la Bible, 

Supplement (ed. L. Pirot~ A. Robert and H. Cazelles1 

Paris, 196?), fasc. 42, col. 49. 

5 
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4 
It should be noted that our concern is not that 

of •natural history." Problems in the taxonomic clas­

sification or Biblical fauna are mentioned only in 

passing, if at all. 

s 
G. Gerleman, Das Hohclied, ~XVITI(Neukirchen, 

1965), is, in my opinion, by far the best available 

treatment of the book in view or its discussions of 

poetic imagery. 

6 
The stag and gazelle are used to depict speed 

(219s 2al7s 8al4)i certain exotic geographical loca­

tions are characterized by the fauna which inhabit them 

(418) 1 the fox portrays mischieviousness {2115), 

? 
T. J. Meek, The Song of Son~. I]. V (New York, 

1956), p. 92. 

8 
For documentation of this approach see the work 

of R .• P. Lessenich, Dichtungsgeschmack und althebraiache 

Bibelpoede im 18. Jahrhundert, Anglistiche Studien·, 

4 (KSlns Graz, 1967), especially section II, "Die 

Bildha!tigkeit der al~hebraischen Dichtungssprache von 

Cotin bis Pratt und Eichhorn,• pp. 24-104. 

6 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



9 
In giving examples of extra-Biblical lit:erature, 

Akko.dian is drawn on most frequently, due chiefly to 

tbe.availability of a great mass of the literature. 

Ugaritic and Aramaic literatures are also utilized. 

The corpus of Egyptian literature is excluded, as I 

have no knowledge of the Egyptian language. The reader 

who is interested in this comparative mat:erial may con­

sult the work of H. Grapow, Die bildlichen Ausdr{lcke 

des Aegyptischen (Leipzig, 1924). 

Literature is cited from the most conveniently 

available sources. Where documents are translated in 

Pritchard's Ancient Near EastP.rn Texts Relating.to the 

Old Testament (Afili!), references are given to that 

work. Particularly helpful for Mesopotamian literature 

in general is W. Heimpel, Tierbilder in cl.er Sumerischen · 

Literatur, Studia Pohl 2 (Rome, 1968), especially as 

many of his Sumerian references are from Sumero-Akkadian 

bi-lingual texts. 

7 
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The Animal Imagery of the Old Testament 

A. Insects 

Aside from the descriptionn of the Exodus plagues, 

the LOUSE appears only once in the Old Testcimcnt as a 

figure for the ease with which l.i.fe may be tlerminated. 

8 

For the heavens will be dispersed 
And the earth shall diointcgrate 
And her inhabitants will die like 
(Isaiah 5116). 

like smoke, 
like a garment, 
lice 

See also the occurrence of the MOTH in Isaiah 5118. 

Isaiah's repeated use of the image of insects in these 

verses serves to stress the difference between the 

divine and human spheres. In both cases, sayings about 

inse'cts are balanced by the phrase, "Ml victory will be 

forever." 

(on the form ken, see C. Rabin, "Etymological 

Miscellanea," Scripta Hierosolymi tana VII.I 

(1961), J92. Note also the suggestion of 

G, R. Driver reported in c. R. North, ~ 

Second Isai.ah (Oxford, 1964), p. 2071 

kamm$ken, "like (spawn of) locusts," com_.. 
paring an Arabic mB-kin.J 

S, E., Loewenstamml has discerned. the influence of 

poetic st:r.-ucture. upon vocabulary when he argues, cor-
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rectly in my opinion, that the two t~rms 'firob and 

kinn!m in Psalm 1051Jl refer to one plague, and are 

chosen as two representatives of the class of 

pestiferous insccts.2 

He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, 
lice tl'1l'.'Oughout their terri to:cy. 

This is important in th~ ~valuation of the number of 

plagues in the "plague tr.adition" as it is variously 

represented in the Book of Exodus, Pualm 78 and Psalm 

10.5. His conclusion 'is that "the narrative of the 

Penta·teuch results from an amalgama.tion of all variants 

of the plagu!'l traditions. 11 3 

There are eleven terms used for members of the 

LOCUST fam;i.ly in the O.T. This in itself is a teati­

mony ~o the degree of acquaintance by Scriptural writers 

with the frequent depreda·tions brought about by locust 

plagues in the ancient East (such plagues have come 

9 

under some measure of control only in the most recent 

times). Indeed, Isaiah 181i seems to indicate a 

recognit,ion of the geographical home of the destroying 

hoards in the Sudan. For literary use, however, only a 

few of these terms come into play. As with other animals, 

it is the obvious, or commonly observed features that 

are utilized in metaphor, and such comparisons preclude 

the necessity of making fine distinctions in the naming 
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of members of the species, In fact, the character­

istics mentioned, even in connection with different 

names, are such as are common to all, 

The ~etaphoric characteristics of the locust ares 

AJ (a characteristic shared with other insects) .. 

its small size indicates something insignificant, 

He is enthroned on the vault of the earth, 
And its inhabitants are (to Him) like 

grasshoppers (ka~agabtm) (Isaiah 40122), 

Similarly, the I!)raelite spies emphasize the 

stature of the inhabitants of Canaan by reporting, 

"We seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so 

we seemed to them" (Numbers 1J1JJ), 

B,) The most frequent usage of locus·t imagery is 

to emphasize multitud~, and this intention is 

specifically stated, 

(The r.:idiarti tes would come in) like locusts 
in multitude, and they and their camels were 
innumerable (Judges 615), 

The same is repeated in Judges 7112, coupled with 

"the sand of the.sea-shore in number." Jeremiah 

. says of the Assyrian army advancing on Egypt, "For 

they are more numerous than locuots -- they are 

without number" (Jeremiah 46s2J), The hosts of 

the Medes to fall upon Babylon is similarly com­

pared, 

Yea, I will fi.11 you with4men as with 
locusts (Jeremiah 51114), 

10 
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The same employment of locusts imagery is seen in 

the Assyrian royal inscriptions. Sargon writes, 

With the mass of my
5
troops, as with locusts, 

I covered the. city. · 

Ashurbanipal says of the spoil of wara 

As booty, I carried off to Assyria horses, 
mules, asses,

6
oxon and sheep, more numerous 

than locusts. 

Similar imagery is used in Sumerian literature, 

The examples listed by Heimpel7 (p. 445, No. 78) 

refer to locusts.as an image of great numbers of 

slain in battle (78. 1-J) or the numerous hosts of 

the attacking enemy (?8.4). 

The Ugaritic epic of King Kirta says of his armya 

like the locust (> irby) they cover the field, 
like the· swarm (bsn) ~he extremities of the 
desert. · 
(~ 14alOJ-105s 192•94) 

A second from Ugaritic involving the locust occurs 

in a description of the wariike goddess Anat1 

Beneath her like balls were heads1 
Above her like locusts were hands, 
Like locusts' eggs heaps of warriors• hands, 
She attached heads to her back, 
Gfrdcd hands to her waist. 
(CTCA J, B, 9113) 

ll 

The passage may be purely descriptive, the "necklace" 

of human hands strung together in a manner remi-

. niscent of that in which locusts were threaded or 

skewered for roasting, This seems most likely in 

view of what is said of the skulls, which hung 
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. . 

about her lower body like the decorative balls of 

a sash. The description may be visualized by 

reference to representations of the Indian goddess 

Kali.8 

12 

C .] The destructiveness of the locust swarm is 

another feature prominently mentioned in the o.T. 

Some passages speaking to this point must be taken 

as descriptions of actual plagues (so Exodus 1014-191 

and, in particular, the book of Joel), Elsewhere, 

we read1 

The sword will cut you off, 
It will devour you like the locust (Nahum Jal5),9 

Spoil is gathered as one gathers locusts, 
Like the onslaught of locust swarms, 10 they rush upon it (Isaiah 3314). 

The picture here of people plundering a defeated 

enemy in the manner in which a locust swarm devours 

crops (second colon) is cleverly joined with the 

image of gathering booty together much as locusts 

are swept and shoveled into heaps (first colon). 

The double metaphor remains clear in spite of the 

numerous difficulties of the passage. The identity 

of the enemy_is entirely uncleara the section 

JJal-6 is of dubious Isaianic origin and contains 

several abrupt transitions of thought which con­

found analysis. 
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Nahum J117 compares the inhabitants of Nineveh 

to locusts on two counts, the one balancing out the 

other. Though they be as nu:nerous as a loqust swarm 

(verse 16) they can disappear without a trace, as the 

locust swarm which has huddled in inactivity because 

of cold weather quickly disappears when warm tempera­

tures set in (verse 17).11 

The first two chapters of the book of Joel contain 

a description of an ~ctual plague of locusts which aids 

us in appreciation of locust imagery elsewhere, but ls 

itself not metaphorical. The key to Joel's prophecy is 

his perception of the plague as an instrument of Yahweh. 

This is stated most explicitly in 2125, "my great army 

which I sent against you" (Compare Deut, 28142 and Amos 

419). Howe·ver :factual Joel's description may be, it is 

also cast in poetry, and this latter fact bears on our 

evaluation of his writing. Concerning the four terms 

for locust which Joel utilizes, D. R, Jo.nes aptly re­

marks, "The four terms are probably used rhetorically to 

exhat,!st the category, and to emphasize how systematic 

and total was the destruction they wrought,"12 

13 

A wisdom saying about the locust stands apart rrom 

the imagery in other literary genres. As with other 

insects, their pestilential nature is ignored and certain 

observable qualities or their behavior, primarily their . 

'. 
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societal behavior, are mentioned and commended as a 

source from which man can learn about his own.society. 

The locust swarm has no king, yet it all 
advances in divisions (Proverbs 3012?).13 

14 

The phrase weyistabbH he~5.gab in Eccl. 121.5 has 

consistently resisted all efforts of exposition. Com­

mentators have traditiOnally seen in this and the pre­

ceeding verses veiled a.lluGions to the failing of the 

human senses under the advance of old age. Many have 

seen in verse 5 a reference to th~ failing of sexual 

vitality, but without sound justification for the specific 

imagery. It seems more lucid, to this writer, to see 

in verse 5a a statement about the renewal of nature each 

springtime, to be ·contrasted with the statement in 5b, 

•(But) surely, man goes to his grave (b~t. '81am3)." 

Hence the translations 

For the almond tree may blossom 
The squill (-plant) resume its burden 
And the caper_ bush may bud again114 

reading l}a~abl.5 for be.gab. What is required by the 

context is the name of some plant which is dormant in 

the winter and bursts forth anew in the spring. 

The ANT is mentioned in two wisdom sayings from 

Proverbs. The first, Proverbs 616-11, is particularly 

interesting for our study of animal imagery, for it 

makes explicit the reason for the frequency of animals 
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among wisdom sayings and proverbs, namely, that the 

careful observation of animal behavior gives, by 

analogy, insight into the successful workings of human 

society -- that is, it leads to wisdom. 

Go to the ant, you loafer: 
Observe her ways and becoma wise: 

15 

Though she has nc chief, overseer, or ruler, 
She makes sure of her food in the su~mer, 

·she gathers in her provisions at harvest time. 
How long will you lie there, you loafer? 

How long until you rise from your sleep? 
•A little more sleep, a little more slumber, 

A littla longer with hands folded in repose"-~ 
And poverty will come upon you lik

6
P. a vagabond, 

And destitution like a beggar.I 

How badly the loafer needs wisdom in this regard is seen 

by a glance ·at Prowrbs 2014, "The loafer .does not plow 

in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have nothing.• 

The second s:;iying, Proverbs 30125, stresse.s the 

same quality of ants. 

[The extra-Bibiical ant imagery is different 

in that no wisdom sayings are attest.ed, with 

the possible exception of the saying froJ!l the 

Amarna letter (\'I. F. Albright, "An Archaic 

Hebrew Proverb in an Amarna Letter froo 

·Central Palestine," BA.SOR 89 (194J), 29-J2), 

but they are consonant with 0th.er similes 

utilizing ~nsect imagery; e.g., "serpents 

a_nd scorpions like ants," (Borger, Esarhaddon, 

p, 56) must r~fer to their numberJ 



The picture of persistent harrassment is supplied 

by the BEE. 

(The Amorites) pursued you like bees do 
(Deut. 1144). 

(My enemies) surround me like bees (Psalm 
118112).17 . 

A passage which ha:3 attracted a great deal of interest 

is Isaiah 7118-191 "In that day Yahweh will wh.istle 

for the fl~ which is at the sources of the streams of 

Egypt, and for the bee which is in the land of Assyria. 

And they will come and settle in the steep ravines and 

in the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, 

and .on all the pastures." Frorn similarities in termi-

16 

nology with l'.saiah 5126f. (~rq),and f~om·verse 19 it­

self, the picture seems simply to refer to the innumerable 

hoards of foreign armies. This is consonant with other 

imagery involving insects. Attempts to find some special 

symbolism in the bee and the fly are probably looking 

!or too much, and have been infiuenced by conjectures 

about the false reading WASP -- see below. In the 

absence of any indication to the contrary, we shoula 

interpret the metaphor by the most common denominator of 

this type of imagery, Le•, great numbers indicated by 

insects. This would also be suitable, incidentally, for . 

the famous reference in the eleve!1th tablet of Gilgamesh 

(line 161) "The gods crow.ded like flies about the sacri­

ficer," [ANF.T p. 9 .5) that is, a grea·t number of gods 
were pr8Gent.18 
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(Here may be mentioned the harrnnGment.of the 

· mosquito (?) (qerel} -- Jeremiah 46120 only). _...... 
The po~nt of comparison seems at first read­

ing to be petty annoyance (a gadfly/mosquito 

on a calf), but verse 22 follows specifying 

that the enemy comes in strength and verse 2J 

states that they ar_c more numerous than 

locusts, thus confounding the issue. Compare 

Odyssey XXp, 299f., "They scattered through 

the hall like a herd of cattle whom the danc­

ing gadfly has attacked and stampeded."] 

(The translation of ~ir<ah by WASP in LXX 

seems to be based on a Jewish tradition, 

but has no sound philological basis. There 

is no Semitic etymology for the word as an 

animal name. I would agree with Koehler that 

~ir'ah means "discouragement," or the like. 

Note Arabic zara' a "was humble, abased" · 

. (Lane's dictionary, 1787a). ·Exodus 2Js27-28 

lists three items1 >~n-:?.i.tt, "I will send niy 

terror before you;" hamm3t1, "I will throw 

.all the people into confusion;" and v. 28, "I 

will send sir<ah before you~" See L. Koehler, 

"Hebraische Vokabein I," ZAW 54 (19J6), 

287-293 and .JS12 ~·Y• G. von Rad, Der HP.ilige 

l? 
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Krie~ im ~ Isra~l (4th ed.1 c3ttir.gen, 

1965), p. lOff., discusses this aspP.ct of the 

holy war and brings together the pertinent 

parallels J · 
Mention of the r.:oTH points to the inavi table de-

struction which comes to frail man aG it does to his 

frail garments, which suffer the dep1:edntions of the 

moth and its larvae. 

Behold, all of them ahall disintegrate 
like a garment, 

The moth shall eat them (Isaiah 5019). 

A fully balanced contruction occurs in Isaiah 51181 

For 

And 

the moth (<a~) shall eat them like a 
~arment, ---

tne worm (sas, mo;l(h lar•rae) shall eat 
them like~ol •. J.:;t 

A third variation ·is presented in Jobi 

He will disintegrate like a slcin-bag20 
Like a garment which the moth has eaten 
(Job 1J128). · 

In view of the foregoing, we are p1:oba'bly to see an 

indication of clothing in the phrase 

Like a moth. you cause his finP.ry to dis­
integrate (P::ialm 39112l21 

A similar saying is found in the Gil:;r.rr,-c:;'h Epio 1 
Ver~in (kaJmntu) are devourlng (Enkidu's 

corps-3) as though it wer~ an old 
gar (ment] {Gilgnrr.o~h XII194).22 

We should call attention h~re to the line in the 

Sefire Steles which enumerates devouring aniir:1ls 

(Sefire A, I, 'l). As given by Fitzmeyer the line reads1 

18 
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May the mouth of a snake (~wh) eat, the mouth of -
a scorpion (<qrb), the mouth of ~ ~ (,!!!llih), the 

mouth of a p::tnther (!1!!!£.h): And may a.moth(~) and 

a louse (qml) an~ a [•,, become] to it a serpent's 

throat:2J 

Remarking on .t.he strange form ~. Fi tzmcyer notes that 

Dupont-Sommer considered the reading certnin, but pre­

ferred to correct it to ~. "bee, 11 24 This is not 

entirely accurate, The photographs do indicate damage 

at this point of the text'~ and Dupont-Sommer remarks 

only on the final h,25 Further, the reading nmrh is 

even more uncertain (only the !!!!! can be read on the 

photographs by the writers Dupont-Sommer's edition 

was more cautious; reading niH·n), If we then have the 

progcession1 snake, scorpion, ?, ?, moth, louse, it is 

more suitable to the context to read ·2.££.h and nmlh, 

"bee" and "ant," i.e., additio!"lal names of insects, 

·"Bear" and "panther" do no'!: suit the context at all. 

References to Sefire II, A, 9 do not help determine 

19 

the .reading "pa:'lther," since it is rr.cntioned there along-

side a lion, of whic~ there. is no mention in Sefire A, I, Jl, . 

wpm is not.repeated with the last two items in the 

series~ which supports the idea that they form a natural 

grouping.26 Here too, the progression "ant, moth, 

louse" must be favored over "panther, moth, louse, 11 27 
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Two sayings in the Wisdom literature concerning 

the moth stI'ike a different note. The first is con­

cerned with the temporary nature of the spun-cocoon 

of the moth larva, 

He build.a his house like a moth, 
like a booth which· a watchman makes 
(Job 27118), 

.The context of this verse points decisively to the tem­

porary nature of the abode in question as the point of 

comparison, and has nothing to do with its frailty.28 

The rich man has only.a few years to live in his house 

like the brief period during which the watchman lives 

in his booth in the fields in harvest time and like the 

short time the moth spends in the cocoon, The reading 

of LXX ("spider").is not preferable, and has been taken 

from Job 8114, where, however, the point of the passage· 

is quite other, (See SPIDER below), 

Job 4119 is more difficult. Contrasting the 

·divine sphere with the human, the author states1 

20 

How much m?re (insecure) those who dwell in 
houses of clay (=the human body), 

Whose origins (lits foundations) arein the dust, 
They· are crushed before the moth. 

M, Pope (~~ Anchor Bible 15 [Garden City, N.Y., 1965], 

p, 38) translates "as quick as a moth" without any ex­

planation, The suggestion of Fohrer (Das Buch Hiob, KAT 

XVI [antersloh, 1963),.p. 131) that the iast phrase is ... . 
a "bildhaft-orlauternde. Glosse" is difficult to follow, 
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as· the phrase defies tranGlation, The verse is un­

doubtedly corrupt. The remnants of the missing second 

colon may be concealed in the mbly m6ym of the follow- . 

ing verse, which reads better without it. I sugges·t 

the readings 

yedukke>Q29 millipnG <56am 

miboqer lii'ereb yukkutt~ 

and translates 

They are crushed before their maker1 
They are without a name. 

In the opace of one d<J.y tl~ey are cut offs 
They perish forever. 

Thus we achieve two bi-cola of (J+2) (J+2) beats. 

The enclitic ~ with belt seem$ to serve as a balancing 

element in the lack of any specific pronominal or suf­

fixal particle in the second colon.30 This leaves us 

with Hosea .5sl2 (RSI/) s · 

Therefore I am like a moth to Ephraim, 
and like dry rot to the house of Judah~ 

Driver has made the suggestion, wideiy adopted, that 

the viord <as here does not mean "moth," but "pus," 

"putrifaction," or the like, which, he claims, n:akes a 

better parallel to the "rottenness" (raqab). The sup-. --.-
porting arguments are weak, such as the fact that moths 

do not attack men -- .repeated with approval by Rudolph, 

~. KAT XIII,! (GUtersloh, 1966), p. 124. 

21 
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Sif.lilarly H .. w. Wolff, Dodckanrooheton J., ~. 
BKAT XIV,l (Neukirchen, 1961), p. 146, who says 

that.the figure of the moth in comparison with men 

22 

serves only to emphasize tht?ir "schnell.e Verg!lnglichkeit" 

and lists after this.Isaiah 5019 and Job 4119; he then 

.concludes that "ferner zerst8rt sie nicht ~.~enschen, 

sondern GewZlnder" and lists Isaiah 501 9 and. 51a8 

texts which both state that men will be ea-ten by moths: 

The point of the verse is not that Yahweh is a moth, 

but that he is like a moth, i;e., causes dissolution. 

and decay. The verse reads well as it is. There is 

no need to unnecessarily proliferate hor:ographs and 

homophones to explain phrases that are intelligible 

without such devices. 

The tiny FLEA, as befits it, serves as an image 

·.for. someone insignificant, when David addresses Saul, 

After whom has the king of 
After whom do you pursue? 
After a dead co~! Aft~r a 
(I Samuel 241151. 

Israel come out? 

fl.ea: 

The use of the verbs ya~a> and radap heighten the 

imag~ry. The king of Israel rr.ounts a major military 

expedition after an insignificant object who poses no 

real danger to him •. 

(The occurance of. par<8~ in I Samuel 26120 is 

intrusive and has been introduced from our 

passage cited here. Sees. R. Driver, Notes 
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on the Hebrew Toxt ~md the Topo,a;rnphy of the 

Dooks of Samuc·l (2nd. ed.1 Oxford, 19lj, 2onr.) 

We have.already met the FLY in connection with the 

BEE. There is in addition one wisdom saying of Qohelcth 

lOal.which mentions the fly. 
Dead flies make to s tin!~ __ 31 
(an~ ferment the oil of the perfumer. 
A little folly 1:iay outweigh wisdom and honor. 

The picture is that of the "dying" fly, who.has fallen 

intc> the oil and is consequently trapped there by the 

heavy liquid. For the comparison, Hertzberg aptly re-

. marks, "Gena.uso wie tote Flicgen, also eine quanti te 

negligeable, die wohlricchende Salbe verderben k8nnen, 

ist schon ein wenig Torheit imstande, sich der ihr an 

sich doch uberlegenen Weisheit uberlcgen zu zeigen."32 

The WORM (t$Ie'ah) and r.:.e.GGOT (ri:m'lnh) may be con-

sidered together. Associated with the noun rimmah is 

the verb ran:am (Exodus 16a201 "it became wormy with 

maggots.") The combination rimma!"l ,.,etol6'ah ("rr.aggot­

worm") is broken up in adjacent cola, but both words 

refer to the same thing.33 

How much less man, who is a mnr,r;ot, 
And the son of .. man, who is s. worr.:i 

(Job 2):6). 

Compare Psalm 2217, "I am a worm and not a man1" and 

Isaiah 41114, "Fear not, 0 worm Jacob -- 0 vermin, 

Israel."34 

A different picture is that of Isai~h 141111 
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- Maggots are the bed beneath you, 
And worm3 are your covering. 

Two uses may be separated. A) To stress the lowly and 

insignificant position of man (Job 25161 Psalm 2217; 

Isaiah 41114)1 and B) to de3cribe the r;rave and the 

netherworld (Isaiah 14111; .Job 211261 Jcb 17114). Later 

material couples the worm with fire, as an image of the 

netherworld, which has by now become "hell •. " See 

Isaiah 66124; Eccles~asticus 71171 Judith 16117 and the 

New Testament. 

(RSV "snail" (~aolGl) at Psalm 5819 cannot 

be_ maintained. The word means "miscarriage" 

as conclusively demonstrated by G. R. Driver, 

"Studies.in the Vocabulary of the Old 

. Testament V," ~ J4 (19J3), 40-42.] 

With the SCORPION we meet a specific motif in the 

use of animal imagery. The O.T. writers when describ­

ing certain types of terrain or certain territories 

will associate with them representative animals that 

underscore their nature. So of the deserts 

••• in the large and fear-ful dessert (with 
its) fiery serpents and scorpions 
\Deuteronomy 8115). 

A similar description occurs in Akkadian literatur-e, 

where Esarhaddon spe&ks of going "in the desert where 

the terrain teems with snakes and scorpions as if with 

ants.•3.S 

24 
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The passage in Ezekiela 

though briars and thorns nre with you, 
and you sit upon scorpions (Ezekiel 216) 

is without parallel and thoroughly obscure. None of 

the comments offered by commentators seem particularly 

elucidating.J6 

Other passages (I Kings 12111, 14; II Chronicles 

101 11, 14) utilize a transfered meaning of scorpion 

as a metal hook in the tongue of a whip1 hence a cer­

. tain type of whip, This meaning is also attested in 

Akkadian, The usage was known to the ancient Bible 

translators. A representation of such a scourge on a 

cylinder seal is discussed by R, Zehnpfu~d, "Zuqaqlpu, 

das Schr3pfinstrument der Babylonier," Beitr~gfl zur 

Assyriologie und Semitischen Spr-3.chwisr:enschaft. Band 

4 (Leipzig, 1902), 220:226. 

A schemer is said to "weave a SFIDER 's web" 

(Isaiah 5915) of intrique, Elsewhere the spider's 

thread is used to pict•.:rc a fragile and t!.'ansi tory . 

object. 

His CQ~fidence is a.~ociamer thread37 
His truat a spi~cr s residence. 

25 

He leans against his house, but it <.toes not stand, 
He lays hold of it, but it does not endure 

(Jo'.:> Sil!}), 

It is possible that <nkkab!~. spider, should be read for 

<aksClb (Horned viper?) in Psalm 14014, However, the 

context suits very well the naming of another serpents 
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They make their tongues sharp as a ser~ent•s 
ar;id under their lips is tho poiOon of 
vipers, 

The saying concerning the LEECH1 "The Leech has 

two daughters; 'Give,• and 'Give:"' (Proverbs J0115a) 

has provoked a great deal of study, withou·t stimu­

lating any agreement on a solution. The saying itself 

does not present any textual difficulty,J8 The chief 

problem of the verse is its connection with the follow­

ing verses,J9 It should now be clear, after several 

thorough studies of the pa·t terns of numerical sayings 

in the Old Testament and in Ugaritic literature, that 

a sequence o'f "two -- three -- four" falls outside of 

any known pattern,40 Consequently we must regard verse 

15a as an independent unit and not an integral part of 

what follows, Its· placement before 15b-16 was no 

doubt inspired by the similar theme of the sayings,. 

namely; "things which are insatiable," 

We should comment further on the suggestion of 

H. Schneider that the "two daughters" of the leech are 

its two suckers, of which only one actually sucks blood, 

. the other being used to cling onto the victim,41 .This 

type of anatomical observation is toominute to find 

its way into a popular saying, and would surely be 

lost on almost all of those hearing or reading the say­
ing, ·Animal imagery is generally limited to the readily 

observable features of the object of the metaphor, It 

26 
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seems quite adequate to see in the leech's "daughters" 

an expre3sion for consistency of action through genera­

tions. (Compare the maxim:::, "Like mother • • • like 

daughter [Ezek. 16141}] 1" or "Once an X, always an X.") 

Finally, there is the opinion that the mention of 

Aluqah :::hould be understood _a::: a reference to an evil 

blood-suclcing d!lmon, known as 'Aluq/'Aulaq amor:g the 

Arabs,42 This suppo:::ition, especially in the absence 

of any reference to the daughters of 'Altq, does not . ~~-

seem to elucidate the passage, As J. J, GlUck remarks, 

"The part this spirit supposedly played in later Jewish 

Demonology does not seem to manifest i tse·lf in li tera­

ture, .,l~J 'Aluqah as an animal fits \·:ell wl th the pre­

dominantly naturaJ,istic/zoological observations of the 

second half of Proverbs JO, While it is easy to see 

how a leech could share its name with a blood-sucking 

ghoul, I see no cor.ipulsion to find a demonic referimce 

in our passage from Proverbs, 

27 . 
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Notes to Section A 

1 
S, E, Loewenstamm, "The Number of Plagues in 

Psalm 105," Biblica 52 (19?1), pp, J4-J8, 

2 
As in verse J4 >arbeh // yeleq refers to the 

same plague of locusts (and in Psalm ?8146 hash // 

'arbeh), In Psalm ?8145 flies ( ~) and frogs 

(fii8 pardea<) likewise seem to be two typical repre­

sentatives of the "pestiferous animal" plague, 

3 
Loewenstamm, p, J?, 

4 
See J, Bright, Jeremiah, Anchor Bible 21 

(Garden City, 1965), p, 356 for an alternate render­

ing, "If' you were filled with men as with locusts," 

s . 
A, G, Lie, "The Inscriptions of Sargon II King 

of' Msyria, ! (Paris, 1929), p, 14, 1, 86, 

6 
M. Streck, Dio Inschriften Assurbanipals_, 

Vorderasiatische Bibliothek ?/2 (Leipzig, 1916), p, 51, 

ll, 92-95. Streck, p, 51, note 6, remarks th~t the use 

of' locusts for illustrating large numbers is common to 

Akkadian, Hebrew and Arabic "Bildersprache," and re-
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ters to a study of.K. Tallqvist in Hakedem I (1907), 

p. 10, not.available to me. 

For further examples from Akkadian literature, see 

R. Borger, Die Inschriften Asarhaddons K~nigs von 

Assyrian, Beiheft AfO no. 9 (Graz, 1956), p. 105. 

D. D. Luckenbill, The Annals of Senacherib,OIP 2 

(Chicago, 1929), p. 43, ll. 56-71 P• 75, 1.93. 

1 w. Heimpel, Tierbilder in der Sumerischen 

Literatur, Studia Pohl 2 (Rome, 1968). 

·a 
The ·text of the passage reads as follows1 

ttith. kkdrt. r> i [SJ 

'lh. k'irbym kp. k.qi;im 

grmn. kp. mhr. (tkt 

r>ist. lbmth. snst 

kpt. bl}bh 

The translation is that or Mo Pope in •A Review or 

John Gray, The Lci;acy of Canaan (2nd ed.),•.~ 11 

(1966), p 0 236. See also F. I. Andersen, •The Diet 

of John the Baptist, • Abr-Nahrain 3 (1961-62), p. 69. 

For representations of the goddess Kali be.decked in 

this gory manner see those given in H. Zimmer, Myths 

and Symbols in Indian' Art and Civilization, ed. Joseph 

Campbell (Reprint1 New York, 1962) plates 67 and 69. 
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9 
Compare the Esarhaddon Treuty, 11. 599ff. 

(!l!fil'., Suppl., 540a): "May they (the gods) let 

lice, caterpillars, und other field pests eat up your 

land and your district as if locusts." 

10 . 
Reading ~ kem8 for ~elalkem and g6b1m for 

gebtm vii th ~3. 

11 
The sudden disappearance of a swarm, though 

tor a different reason, is utilized in a Sumerian simile 

listed by Heimpel, Tierbilder, p. 450, no. ?B.B, when 

Lugalbanda is forsaken by his friends and relatives as 

"locusts leave· a devastated (?) area." 

12 
D. R. Jones, Isaiah 56-66 and Joel, Torch 

Bible Coi:tmentary (London, 1964), P• 143. See the simi­

lar remarks of A. Weiser, Das Buch der zw8lf Kleinon 

Propheten, I, Das Alte Testament Deutsch, 24 (4th 

edition; 1963), p. 109. On the history of interpre-

tatiop.of the book, in addition to the commentariest 

see J. A. Thompson, "Joel's Locusts in the Light of 

Near Eastern Parallels," ill§. 14 (1955), 52-55· Still 

one of the best ~omme~taries is that of s. R. Driver, 

. Joel and Amos, Th!'l Cambridge Bible for Schools and 
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Colleges (Cambridge, .1897)s see especially his 

•Excursus on Locusts,•-pp. 82-91. 

13 
On the translation of l}o~es see R. B. Y. Scott, 

Proverbs, Anchor Bible 18 (Garden City, 1965), p. 180, 

Also D. w. Thoma~, •Notes on Some Passages in the Book 

or Proverbs.• ~ 15 (1965), 2?6. 

14 . 
H. L. Ginsberg, tl !!!_., eds., fu ~ Megilloth 

~ Jonah (Jewish Publication Society1 Philadelphia, 

(1969), p. 11. 

15 . 
Presumably1 the note (loo. cit.) has hasab, -- -

See Jastrow'a Dictionary, p. 494a. 

16 
For m0gen, •begger,• see w. F. Albright, •some 

Canaanite-Phoenician Sources of Hebrew Wisdom,• 

Wisdom in Israel and in the Ancient Near East, §.Y! III, 

ed, M, Noth and D, w. Thomas (Leiden, 1955), p. lo; 

. 17 
On the second half of the verse, best taken as 

antithetical to the first half, see O, Becker~ ZAW 70 
.• --
(1958), 174, and G, R. Driver, •Mistranslations in 

the Old Testament,• WdO 1 (1947), )0, There is no need 

to emend MT in deference to I.xx. On the meaning of 

31 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



the passage, Kraus, Psalmcn,II(2nd editions Ncukirchen, 

1961)' p. 801. 

It will not do to conclude on the basis of this 

verse that~ means "to swarm", as does L. Armbruster, 

ZAW SO (1932), l?O, since the word is used of bulls 

and dogs in Psalm 22. 

18 
This passage has often been cited (wrongly, I 

believe) as reflecting a near-blasphemous attitude. 

Lambert, BWL, p. 140,-speaks of it as "scarcely rever­

ent.• If, however, the point of comparison is qnly in 

terms of number, no impiousness is evidenced. 

Atranasls III.v.JS is restored with the aid of 

the Gilgamesh passage and presumably was identical to 

it. Atra~asls III.v.46 - vi.4 contains an episode re­

lating to flies which corresponds to Gilgamesh XI, 

-162-65. Lambert and Millard (Atra.Das!s, [oxford. 1969] 1 

32 

•Philological Notes," p. 16Jf.) see it as .an aetiological 

passage explaining the necklace ·on a status of the god­

dess Belet-ilI. 

·Atral)asls III .• iii.44 is moredifficulta eHnuia 

klma zubbi iwG lillidu. Lambert and Millard translates 

•My offspring -- cut off from me -- have become like 

flies:" Does this also refer to number of the dead? 

This would suit also III.iv.6 - •They have filled the 

river like dragon flies" (kima kulili), 
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19 
A similar comparison is found in LXX at 

Proverbs 2.5120. A proposed reconstruction of the 

Hebrew is given by G. R. Driver, "Problems and Solu­

tions,• YI. 4 (1954), p. 241. 

20 
Read roqeb with BHJ. See Fohrer, ~· p. 2J9. 

21 . 
Reading hemda with KBJ for MT i:amudS • 

.:,..__ -
22 

A. Heidel, The Gil~amesh Epic and Old Testament 

Parallels (2nd ed.r Chicago, 1949), p. 99. ANET, 99. 

For the text,. see R. c. Thompson, The Epic of Gilgamesh 

(Oxford, 19JO). On kalmatu see also the qml of the 

Sefire Steles, cited below, 

2J 
J. A. Fitzmeyer, The Aramaic Inscriptions of 

Sefire, Biblica et Orientali~ 19 (Rome, 1967), pp. 1.5-16. 

24 

2.5 

Ibid., p. 48f. 

"La lecture du second h est certaine • • • • • 
A, Dupo~t-Sommer, "Les inscriptions aram~ens de SfirJ 

(Steles I et II),• MPAIBL 1.5 (1960), P• 242, 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



26 
For a further instance of the rather rare men­

tion of the "mouth" of an animal, see the unpublished 

text cited in Q!Jl ~·!· ~· erebu sa pisunu a [kilu] 

bama~lru sa plsunu a [kilu] , "locusts whose mouth de~ 

vours, mice whose m6uth devours." . 

27 
The reading "ant" was suggested by the first 

editor of the text. See s. Ronzevalle, "Fragments 

d'inscriptions arameens des environs d'Alep," Melanges 

-de l'Universite Saint-Joseph,XV (1930-Jl), p. 244. 

See also the note of F. Rosenthal in ANET-Suppl., 

p. 660, n.6. 

28 
. Support for this interpretation may be .enlisted 

from the similar imagery of Gilgamesh X,vi.26-J21 

Do we build a house for ever? 

Do we seal (contracts) for ever? 

Do brothers divide shares for ever? 

Does hatred persist for ever in [the land]? 

Does the river for ever raise up (and) bring 

on floods? 

The dragon-fly [leaves] (its) shell 

That its face might (but} glance·at the 

face of the sun. 
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Since the days of yore there has been no 

(permanence], 

The translation is that of Speiser, ~. 92b, 

29 
Or yiddakke>n (Hithpa>e1, with KBJ), dk> "to 

beat, to crush" may have the nuance "to drive away" 

here, which would fit bettor with the following millipn~. 

)0 
This solution to the verse is essentially that 

ot N. Herz, "Some Difficult Passages in Job," ~ 20 

(1900), 160,..6J, but with some modifications, For 

another attempt at solution see now A, c •. M. Blommerde, 

Northwest Semitic Grammar and Job, Biblica et Orientalia 

22 (Rome, 1969), pp. 40-4J. · Blommerde's treatment, in 

this writer's opinion, suffers by ignoring both metri­

cal considerations and parallelism of structure, 

)1 
For the asyndetic verbal construction, see 

the remarks of H. W, Hertzberg, Der Prediger, ~ . 

XVII 4-S (Gdtersloh, 1963), p, 183. 

)2 
ng, p. 187t. 

)) 
On this stylistic device, see E. z. Melamed, 

. . 

"Break-Up of Stereotype Phrases as an Artistic Device in 

Biblical Poetry," Scripta Hierosolymitana, VIII (1961), p. 
127. . 
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34 
Reading rimmat f'or MT mete. G. R, nriver, 

"Linguistic and Textual Problems in Is. 40-66," ~ 

36 (1935), p, J99, suggests that the metS here may 

reflect an Akkadian word ~. "lice, vermin" which 

.was thought to occur in the lexical lists (see B, 

Landsberger, Die Fauna des Alten Mesopotamiens, 

. Abhandlugen der S~chsichen Akkademio der Wissenschaf't, 

Phil,-hiat, Klasse, XLII, 6 [Leipzig, 1934], pp. 20-23, 

126.) For another supposed occurrence_, see :il, J, 

Wiseman, "The Vassal Treaties of Esarhaddon," Iraq 20 

(1958), 1. 5991 ANET-SuEpl., p. 540. In both texts, 

however, kalmutu, Neo-Assyrian form of' kalmatu, ·the 

regular Akkadian word for louse, is to be read, See · 

MSL VIII/2, p, 28, l, 25Ja, and see AID! !• !• kalmatu. · 

35 
Borger, Esarhaddon, p, 56, iv, 56, Also ibid.,· 

57, B iii 29, 

J6 
See G, R, Driver, "Ezekiel ii.6t 'Sitting upon 

scorpions, 111 .m_ 35 (19J4), 54-55, followed by NEB, 

J? ~v 2 Reading qhsure qayt with IQ ,!! al, See the 

discussion in Fohrer,·Hiob, p, 185, llQPsa reads 

'kb~, •spider,• J, A, Sanders, The Psalms Scroll of 
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Qumran Cave 11, .QlQ IV (Oxford, 1965), Col. XXVII, 

line 14 (Plate XVI). For an evaluation or this read­

ing, see Dahood, Psalms,III, p • .302, 

)8 
The LXX rendering ag_eposei attests the material 

reading of MT ~. but understands it as from ~ 

rather than yahab • 

.39 
The placement before 15b is what has prompted 

the LXX •three• rather than MT •two," in 15a. 

40 
See the studies of G. Sauer, Die Sprnche Agurs, 

~ 84 (Stuttgart, 196.3), and w. M• W, Roth, Nurne-rical 

Sayings in the Old Testament,SVT XIII, (Leiden, 1965), 

where extensive bibliography is given and a history 

ot interpretation which we do not reproduce here. 

Sauer, ~· cit., p. 105, speaks of •ein klarer Aufbau• 

for "vv. 15-16, although the rest of his study obviates 
. . 

this view, a fact noted by Roth, ~· ill•• p. 28, n.J. 

·41 
H, Schneider, "Die.•T8chter• des Blµtegels in 

Spr J0.15," Lux tua veri tas, Pestschrift H, Junker, 

ed, H. Gross and F. Mussner (Trier, 1961), 257-64, 
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42 
So J, Wellhnusen, Roate Arabischen Heidentums 

(2nd ed.1 Berlin, 1897), P• 149,without elaboration, 

but taken.up by w. o. E, Oesterley and T, H. Robinson, 

Hebrew Religioni Its Origin and Development (2nd ed,1 

New York, 1937), P• 118, . 

. 4J 
J. J, GlUck, •Proverbs XXX 15a,• !! 14 (1964), 

p, )61, n• 2, See also the rejoinder to a1nck's article 

by F, s. North, •The ~our Insatiables,• !! 15 (1965), 

281-2, North cites the apt translation of Moffat's 

versions The leech has daughters twain/"Give, give,• 

is their r-efrain. 
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B. Serpents 

With SERPENTS in the Old Testament we are dealing 

with two bodies of materials the mythological arid the 

naturalistic. Though there are questionable instances:· 

in general these categories are readily distinguished. 

The mythological material i3 not included in our study.l 

In the broadest terms, serpents are claased with 

insects as things which crawl and slither on the ground 

(Micah 7cl7s Deut. J2c21~). The generic term for snakes 

is nal}.a~. It occurs in first position ·#i thout excep­

tion and terms useu in parallelism to it may be uiider­

stood as names of species,2 even though for the most 

·part they cannot be identified with any confidence. 

Dan shall be a nnha~ on the way, 
A ~eptpcn up~n the road (Genesis 49117).J 

Their venom is like the venom of a !'laJ;IM 
like (that of) a deaf _£2tr:m that stops its ears. 
(Psalm 58c5). 

After~~rds it bites like a nahfis 
arid like a liip<on'.t it se~cdes poison4(Prov. 2J1J2). 

See also· the phrase of jererr.iah 81171 
"~ip<i5ntm snakes." 

Peten lies on the borderline between e.n actual and 

a mythological animal. The latter classification should 

be understood when it is parallel to the tanntn, 



•dragon• (Ps~ 911131 Deut. J21JJ). Elsewhere, it seems 

to function as a generic term for snakes (so Isaiah 

11181 Job 20116, where it is parallel to ~ip<8n1' 

and >epCeh, and Ps. 5815, parallel to na~a~).5 

Imagery involving snakes is quite uniform in its 

intent. Snakes serve to underline the hostility 

A] of a particular envir.onment1 Deut. 8115 and 
Isaiah J016.6 

B] of peoples Psalm 58151 Psalm 14014.7 

Amos 5119, Eccl. 1018 and Proverbs 23132 (with BHJ 

and LXX) instruct us that it is the serpent's nature 

to bite, and he will eventually do so. Thus, the snake 

serves well.to illustrate the wicked man, whose fangs, 

tongue and venom will eventually show themselves (Job 

20114-16). So constant and pervading is the evil nature 

of the wicked that he is like the snake who cannot be 

charmed (Jer. 81171 Psalm· 5815-6). The consistent 

emergence of evil result from evil source is also the 

point of comparison in Isaiah 141291 

For from the serpent's root there comes out 
an adder (sepa<) . 

And its fruit ih-flying saraph. 

40 

Of this imatery. Procksch rem~rks, "Das Bild • • • bezieht 
. " . sich dann nicht auf das Verhaltniss von Vater und 

Sohn , ·, • sondern • • • um eine sprichwl>rtlich Redensart, 

wonach die Schl,~gengeneration ein Bild immer mehr ver­

grosserten Ungl\icks ist. 11 8 
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Though the reference here is to Assyria, there is no 

reason to call the serpent a "symbol" of Assyria. 

Isaiah 591.S follows the same line of thoughts 

They hatch out the eggs of a ~ip<ont 
· They weave a spider's web. 

One who eats of their eggs will die, 
And an addled one9 hatches out an >ep<eh. 

Because the snake presents such a consistently hostile 

nature, the paradisaical picture of Isaiah 1118 is all 

the more strikings 

41. 

The suckling will play over the ho;Le of the laten. 
·And over th~ denlO of a ~ip<int a weaned chi 

will stretch out his hand. 

The close proximity of the snake to the ground serves to 

point out a P<>si tion of groveling subserVience (Micah 

?117 and Isaiah 6.5125).11 

Two additiona:l passages might be mentioned h.ere. 

Proverbs )0119 ostensibly refers to the intriguing man­
ner of mobility of the serpent. Jeremiah 46122 is com­
pletely obscure and very probably corrupt. Note the 

comment of Rudolph, (Jeremiah, ~. 1. Reihe, No. 12 

[TUbingen, 1958],p.250) "das Bild der Schlange trot~ 
aller Versuche schwer erklli.rlich." 
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Notes to Section B 

l 
A convenient categorization of the various 

passages involved is given by P. Humbert, "A propos 

du 'serpent' (~) du mytho de Mot et Aleln,• AfO 11 

(1936), 23.5-7. 

2 
Noted also by Procksch, Jesaia. I, ~ IX 

(Leipzig, 1930), p, 204, in regard to Is. 141291 

•por from the root of the nahas will come out a cepa< • 
~ -·--· ., 

H.-J. Zobel, Stammessnruch tmd Geschichte, 

BZAW 9.5 (Berlin, 196.5). pp. 88-97, sees in this verse 

retlections of historical events stretching back into 

the Amarna period. Dan is thus a clan of predators on 

those pass in~ through its terr! tory in chariots. Such · 

conclusions are extremely difficult to make or criti­

cize. At any rate, the other Biblical serpent imagery 

is ot no aid in the interpretation of this verse. 

,. 
Reading with LXX. See BH3. 

5 . 
nl)if and b!n are parallel terms also in Ugaritic. - .-

42 

See the text from Ugaritioa y (RS 24.244) and the 

treatment of M. c. Astour, "Two Ugaritic Serpent Charms,• 

~ 27 (1968), 1J-J6. Ugaritic similes involving ser-
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pents are in broken contexts (CTCA 19122)1 17aVIalllo) 

with the exception of 6aVIal9, yn~kn kb!nm, •They 

bite like serpents," in the description of the bat­

tle between Baal and Mot. 

6 
See above under SCORPION (page 24) where 

Mesopotamian parallels are listed, ·and ANET, 292, col • 

. 11, a text of Esarhaddon, which characterizes the 

desert as a place where snakes abound, 

1 
It is difficult to decide whether <aks~b in 

the verse is to .indicate the name of a serpent, or 

should be taken as a corruption of <akkab1~. •spider," 

1.e., anothe~ venQmous animal. Isaiah 59•5.also pre­

sents spiders and snakes in parallel position. Psalm 

1017 presents a good commentary on what constitutes 

human •venom·.• 

The Mesopotamian descriptions in similar language 

seem almost exclusively to refer not to people but to 

snake-demons and monstrous creatures. Two exceptions 

are ·the text· in !.lliIT. Suppl., p. 577, col, ii, where 

it is said of the king, •you spat venom like ·a snake" 

and, of an anonymous person, •like the snake, I became 

their enemy" a A. Falkenstein and w. von Soden, 

Sumerische und Akkadische Hymnen und G~bete (Zurich, 

195)), No• 6S, p. ))8. 
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Por the other Akkadian material see Lnndaberger, 

Pauna, p. 45ff. Sumerian ~xamples are given by 

Heimpel, Tierbildor, Pe 464tf. 

8 
Procksch, Jesaia !• KAT IX (Leipzig, 1930), 

p. 204. 

9 
Following the suggestion of P. Wernberg-M?ller, 

•A Note on zGr 'To Stink,'"!! 4 (19.$4), 322-25, who 

com{ects hazzGrah with Syriac magiirata, which.means 

"bad eggs.• The LDC ourion means an addled egg. See 

further D. Weissert, "Dor Basilisk und das Windei in 

LXX - Jes 595,• ~.M'.! 79 (1967), 315-22. 

10 
The parallelism'with hur paten seems to demand 

a-meaning of "hole, den• for the second colon. It is 

quite uncertain whether this requires an emendation of 

the hapax me'urat, On the. problems of the verse, see, 

in addition to the commentaries of Procksch arid Gr~y, 

J. Reider, "EtymoJ.ogical Studies in Biblical Hebrew,• 

VT 2 · (1952), 115. - .. 

The wider context of this verse is discussed be­

low, p~ aor. 

ll 
Inner-Biblical commentary on these verses is sup-

plied by Psalm 181451 Ps. 72191 and Isaiah 49123. A 
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similar·picture seems to occur in Egyptian litera­

ture .(Instruction of Amen-em-het) •crumbled to dust, 

a snake of the desert.• ~. 418b. 

45 
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c. Birds 

An examination of imagery involving birds brings 

to light the stylistic device of mentioning in adjacent 

cola a generic term for birds in the first instance, 

then the name of a specific bird in the second, Thus, -

instead of saying, "A path which the pt-eying falcon 

cannot espy," we finds 

A path which the bird of prey (<ayi~) does 
not know1 

'l'he eye of the falcon ( >ayy3.h) has not seen it 
(Job 2817) •· 

Two additional examples concern the swallows 

Even a small bird (l}ippSr) finds a dwelling, 
And a.swallow (derCr) has a mst (Psalm 84s4). 

In prose, the sentence would read 11 A s1·mllow:-bird finds 

a nest to dwell in." The prose phrase "Like the flit-· 

ting about of a swallow" is cast poetically ass 

Like a sm~ll bird (~ippSr) in its flitting, 
Like a swallow (derSrJ in its flying 
(Proverbs 2612) .-. -

The gerieric term may corr.e in the second ins tu.nee s 

The ravens of the wadi (<orb~-nahal) will 
pluck it out; ' 

Crir:cion-birrls (bt?nc-n'iser) will eat it 
(Proverbs JOs 17 • 

(compare the parallelism in CT~A 181IV120f., 

r~rm // hbl d>iyms "carrion~birds // bevy 

of kites".) 

46 
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The song-birds or Eccl. l?.al~ (~ippbr // banSt-hass!r) 

are discussed below, page 59. By using the same 

stylistic pattern, the fluttering or a dove becomes& 

They will flutter along like a small bird 
(sippor) fr.om Egypt,· 

And lih a nove (yon!l.h) from the land of 
Assyria (Hosea 11111). 

We believe that this analysis more adequately explains 

these passages than the propcsal of G. R. Driver 

CY! 4 (1958), 2JJ, and elsewhere)· that f}ipp$~, "small 

bird, passerine," whch contrasted with other birds 

meann "sparrow." The "duality" of these.verses is due 

to the structure only, the semantic reference in only 

to one bird or group of birds in each case. 

The Ol,d Testament malrns especially frequent 

reference to birds feeding upon the dead bodies of the 

slain. This picture no doubt haa a va!'ied background. 

The populace surely had frequent occaaion to observe 

birds and beasts feeding on animal carcases. The 

horror of being devoured by beasta a~d birds is men­

tioned among treaty-curses.I But it wan undoubtedly 

simply a common curse (See I KinG<i 141li; 16141 21124).2 

If a more specific backgrounn is sought, the military 

sphere suggests itself (I Sar.:uel 17144, 46). The spe­

cific horror of this threat/curse is lack of burial, 

as is spelled out in various instances. 

47 
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They gave the corpses of your servants 
.as food to the birds of the heavens1 

The flesh of your pious ones · 
to the beasts of the earth. 

They spilt blood like water 
all about Jerusalen --

48 

and there. was none to bury (Psalm 7912;.3}. ·. 1 

You (Pharaoh} shall fall upon the open field / 
You shall not be gathered and not be reclaimed,) 
To the beasts of the earth and to the birds 
or the air l have given you as food (Ezekiel 

. 29151 compare Ezek, 3911-6). . 

They shall die of deadly diseases and they 
will be neither mourned nor buriedr they shall 
be like dung on the open field. They shall · 
perish by the sword and by famine, and their 
corpses shall be food for the birds of the 
air and the beasts of the earth (Jeremiah 1614) •· 

A military background for this imagery is all the more 

likely as it is the military operation which can occa­

sion death in a.foreign land, or, at any rate, away 

:from the relatives who would look after proper burial 

(see II Samuel 21110 and, for the importance attached 

to proper burial, Eccl. 613), Thus, the threat/curse 

of being devoured by birds and beasts is often coupled 

with the mention of death at tne hands of the enemy 

(Deut, 28125f.t Jer, 341201 191?). This manner or 

death and its consequences are stated to be part of 

Yahweh's arsenal or punishment for the tra.nsgression of 

the co~enant (Jer. 1S1J),4 

Stylistically, c8p hdsamaym coupled withl)ayyat --- ------
ha.> 8.ref} is an im;lusive phrase for all manner of preda-
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49 

tory animals, as is also, e.g., •the teeth or beasts and 

venom of crawling things• (Deut • .J.Ja2li.). On occasion the 

term <ay-t: (birds or prey in general) is used instead of 

<&p (Isaiah 1816)1 that the meaning is the same is 

shown by the coupling with behemat ha'nre~, and the 

phrase of Ezekiel )914 <~~ sipp3r kol-kanap, •birds of . ..,.. 

prey of every sort• and the \lild beasts of the steppe. 

The literary motif ot slain warriors being left 

. unburied on the battlefield to be devoured by beasts 

and birds is also found in Assyrian inscriptions. 

l [Esarhaddon] let vul tures
5 

feed on the unburied 
corpses of their wa.rriora. . . . 

I [Assurbanipal] had dogs, swine, vultures, 
eagles (and) all kinds of birds and fish feed 
on their torn flesh. 6 · 

A curse in Esarhaddon's Vassal Treaty invokes the fol­

lowings 

.May Ninurta ••• fill the steppe with your corpses, 
may he make your flesh food for the eagle and 
vulture.? 

[In the Ugaritic legend of Aqhat (QlQ! 

191I 1 )2-))), we reads •over the house of 

her.father hover carrion-birds, There cir­

cles (ybsr) a bevy of kites.• The observa-. --=--
tion of the circling birds leads the lady 

Pughat to conclude that herbrother oan>e1 

has be~n killed.) 
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A passage which has evoked much discu:rnion is 

Jeremiah l2s9, particularly the initial phrase hn.'ayt 

~abGac na~alatt it, the famous "speckled bird of prey" 

of translations old and new alike, in spite of the 

fact that such a rendering yields little sense. It 

is G. R. Driver who has, in our opinion, shown the way 

to a solution of the problem by taking up the defense 

of the LXX rendering spelaion ~ainen and drawn atten­

tion to the Arabic g~yi~un "low-lying place," "hollow 

cavity, pit, 11 8 The verse must then contain two homo­

phones -- the. first 'ay"li meaning "lair," the second, 

the more frequently attested "bird o_f pre'y." ~ablla' 

should be read iab$ac, and the V<)r:;e r~r.deredc 

My inheritance is the lair of hyaenas; 
The bird3 of prey are round about above her. 

[The referent of naoalah here fluctuates 

between the land (v.9) and, ostensibly, 

the people (v. 8) -- a usage introduced 

by the Deuteconomi:;: school. See G. von !fad, 

"The Promised Land and Yahweh's Land in the 

irexateuch," in The P.:-oblem of the Hex;i teuch 

and Other Essays (Ne;11 York, 1966), 79-9), 

and Ibid,, Old Testament Theology! (.New 

York, 1962): 224.] 
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Driver explicates, "The land of Palestine, God's own 

possession, which, having taken up an attitude of 

hostility to Him, has been abandoned by Him and be­

come as the hyaena's lair foul with the carcases of 

its victims, is hungrily watched by birds of prey 

hovering around it."9 

EmertonlO still renders the verse as a question, 

which is quite unsuited to the context, which· speaks 

of an acco:nplished fac.t. Hyattll aptly captions the 

section (vv. 7-lJ) as "Yahweh's Lament over Israel's 

Desolation." The tenor is military ("I have given my 

beloved 'into the hand of her enemies", v. 7). Various· 

historical-occasions have been suggested, but the in-

formation which would a1low one to pinpoint the his­

torical context is lacking. (For discussion, see the 

commentaries) • 

Related to the foregoing is the image of the _mili­

tary foe descending on its enemy as the bird of prey 

·swoops down upon its victim. 

They (the enemy horseir.en) fly like an eagle 
swift to devour (Habakkuk 118). 

The sa:ne picture lies behind Deut. 28149; Isaiah 11114; 

46111; Jeremiah 48140; 49122; Job 9126; Hab. 118. 

At Hosea 811 reac11 

'el-hikkeka ~op~reka 
ne~a~ <al-b@t yhwh 
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"(Set) your trumpet to your lipo: 
Announce from the temple of Yahweh," 

This translation follows the suggestion of Tur-Sinai.12 

who called attention to Arabic na~ara, "to publish, 

announce," although he read kanna~~ar "as a heral:l," 

The latter reading is accepted also by M. J, Buss, 

The Prophetic Wo!'d of Ho3eG., BZAi'I. 111 (Berliri, 1969), 

p, -16 and note JJ, 
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The swift flight of the eagle is utilized in similes 

,.swifter than eagles"·(!! Sam, 11231 .rer. 41lJ1 Lam, 4119). 

Security real or imagined' -- is shovm by the 

high nest of the eagles 

You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 
who hold the hdgMs cf the hill --
Though you make your nest high like the .e~gle, 
From there I will bring you down -- Oracle 
of Yahweh (Jeremiah 49116), 

The same point is made in Obad, 4, and, in a brief dis­

course on the eagle itself, Job 39127. This motive is 

frequent in Akkadian literature. Note particularly 

the following description from the annals of 

Assurna~irpal I!s 

·The peak. of the mount::lin rose like the point of 
an iron li::?.ggar, and no bird of heaven that flieth 
reacheth ther~to, Like the nest of a vulture 
within the mountain was set tl"ieir stronghold,lJ 

Similarly Sargon !Is 

(a location) which since eternity no living being 
had penetrated and in which no wanderer had found 
a path, and over \":hich no win,;dd bird of the skies 
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had risen, or in which it had built a nest for 
its young to develop wings.14 

In prophetic lnments of Jeremiah (919; 12141 

412.5 ? ) and Hosea 41J the desolation of the lanu is 

marked by drought and the accompanying absence of birds 

and beasto. Viewed together with those pacsages which 

speak of wild and exotic beaots inhabiting the ruina 

(see below), I bdlieve we should see in the former 

passages a reference to the lack of game (the apocalyptic 

note of Jer. 4 12.5 stands. apnrt from the others in this 

respect.) This differentiation between game animals 

and wild beasts can best be seen in Jeremiah 9, where 

the prophet says in verse 9 "bo~h the birds of the air 

and the beasts have fled and are gone," only to follow 

. in verse 10 v:i th .the statement that Jerusalem will be­

cor.ie a "lair of jackals." 

Similar imagery occurc in the "La:~oritatior. over 

the Destruction of Ur," 

Verily all ny bh·cs an~ winged creatures 
have flown a·11ay .1...1 

Much of the imagery involvinJ birds in liir.i ted to 

pointing out their freedom of action in flight (Psalm 

.5.51?, 90110; 12~171 Psalm 18111 = II Sam. 221llJ cf. 

Ps. 1041)1 Proverbs 61.5; 2Js.5;16 Hosea 91111 Job 2018) 

along with the ability to reach point::i of difficult 

access· which birds posses~, or the ability to cover 
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long distances and suddenly app0~r on the occne (Deut. 

281491 Psalm 11~1 -- rending with the vcroions nBdt 

har kemS ~ipp$r -- compare Jer. l~8128 and Song of 

Songs 21141 Eccl. 10120). Job 2817 refers to the 

panoramic view presented to the high-flying bird, and 

does not.!le~essarily imply anything abot.<t the quality 

of its eyesight, ns is of-ten suggected. 

The largest gi.·oupings of various types of birds 

occur in the "Doom oracles against foreign nations" of 

the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zephaniah. The simi­

larities between the different passages underline their 

conventional-nature. A provisional trans;t.ation is of­

fered here. 

Isaiah J41 lOb-15 (Rego.rding Edom) 

Proa gerier'ltion to ger.1r:;r".'.tion H shall lie waste, 
None shall trav~rse it for ever ond ever. 

The owl (q11'at) and porcupine (aipnCd) shall 
pos3c3=; it, 

The ccri;;ech-owl (y<J.n~ep) and raven shall 
dwell in it. 
lie will stretch out over it the line of toha 

And ,.;hP. plurni.1et cf boh~i • • • · --
They zhalJ. call it, "i"io 1\:""t;1o~: There"; 

All its pi..·irices sho.11 00 no thin"'. 
Tho,.. . .., .. ''h"ll "'''0'" o·'r•r J.0 ,_~ C!+••o•1d'0 1 <?« ... .1:...;, ~. ~~ 0 .. •• w1;.;... v .. > o ........ 0 _ .. __ U.:.1 

I\cttl~o ~ .. n.,:l th.i:;-;lr;:::> in it:- fcrtr.'3~~es. 
And it :;hall b".'comr: a dwc~lJ.int:; o!' jn.ckalG, 

An abodcl7 for 03trichcs. 
And ~!~m will meet >1yh 

"l"m'rthc- .::-:ityr (~) will m0et hiz 
compo.nion. ~ 
Yen, -thr:rc 1htt will !."est 

And fi~po:i~ fol' hc1·solf. 
Thc:ce zhall the 3ippSz neat nnd lay egg3 

8 And the b~.::' '.iL will brood i?l its :.hnde .1 
Yea, th<'re th" :::J.wk:> :1hall gather 

one wi t!1 th!; c th er. 
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Isniah lJ121-22 (Regarding Babylon) 

And c1 ytm will crouch there, 
'Their houses will be full of 'ott1m 
(hy<:i.('n'JS?) 

Ostriches will dwell there, 
And satyrs ahall cavort there, 

>'ty1m shall howl in its tower::i, 
~And jackals in the pleasant palaces, 

Jeremiah .501J9 (Concerning Babylon) 

Therefore ?1ytm will dvtell with >1y1m 
And ostriches will dwell there:-

Zephaniah 2114 (Concerning Nineveh) 

In her midst herds will crouch 
All the beasts of the field, 

Both owl (q3. >;,.t) 9.nd porcupine (qipp$d) 
'Ifill lodge in her capitals, 

The O\\"l (?) (g$1) will hoot in -the window, 
The h6reb on the threshholct,19 -·---- . . 

There are problems of identifictlt;ion with most of 

the ariimals men-t;ldr.ed in these passages. Further, there 

is the question of how many and which ones are to be 

thought of as popularly conceived of as monsters and 

mythical beings rather than ani~~ls, 2 ° For our pur-

poses it is enough to mark how the vc.n·ious passages. 

give· varied numbers out of a no doubt popularly stnnd­

ardiied re~ertoire of exotic beasts associated with 

forsaken ruins, In the case of birds, it is owls of 

various sorts, carrion birds and ostriches which find 

their place in these deE:criptiom;. The conventionality 

of these groupings of beasts can be seen in the fact 

• ·1· 
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that wherever an oa trich is mentioned in the O.T~, ·the 

jackal is listed in imrn9dlate connection (Isaiah 1J12lr 

J'HlJr 4J120; Micah 1181 Job J01291 Lafll, 41J Qere), 

the only exception being Jer, 501J9, where a short 

snatch of poetry is used in a prone v;rse, the hearer/ 

reader can complete the description for himself, 

These vivid dcs~riptions of deserted nnd devas-

tated cities or countries find their parallels in the 

curses attached to treaties,21 

The migratory habits of several birds are men­

tioned in the O.T, Admiration (then as now) about how 

the birds reeognize the times of migratio~ became a 

vivid image for discerning the times, 

Even the stork in the heavens 
knows her proper times. 

A turtledove or a s't3 <.8r,Or22 
keeps the time of her coming. 

But my people do not (even) recognize 
a divine judgment (lits the mi~pat of 
Y~t,w-::lJ) 

( Jer-ard:.h n 1 7) • 
In Job the migratory habits of the hawk (rie!j) 

serve as an indication of the marveloiAs mystery wh1ch 

God has built into the universe. 

Is it by your wisdom that the hawlc soars 
and spreads his wir.gs toward the south? 

(Job J9126). . 

The voices of migratory birds. nre noted in Song of Songs 

2112 as a sign of spring. 
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[oiacerning the season by the observation 

of migratory birds is mentioned in the Wen 

· Amun story. M!JIT., 28bJ 

Certain similes seem to be taken rrom the prac­

tice of using dovecotes. 

Who are these who fly like a cloud 
and like doves to their windows? 

(Isaiah 6018), 

The presence of Cab is somewhat strange .here, although 

the testimony of the versions is unanimous. One might 

think or the appearance.of a flock of white doves 

which while in flight resembles a small cloud. The 

mention of s~ips in the following verse has led Scott 

to the opinion that the image is actually one of the 

white sails on the vessels bearing exiles home by· 

sea. 23 But with no explicit mention of color or, in 

this verse itself, of ships, it is much more reasonable 

to see a reference only to the freedom of movement of 

the birds and/or their swift flight. Hosea llall may 

be in~erpreted similarly1 

They shall flutter along like a bird from 
Egypt 

and like a dove from the land of Assyria. 
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The Sounds of Birds 

Those passages which mention the Gounds of birds 

in similes moi:;tly refer to the sounds of distress and 

lament and are to be connucted with the deGcriptions 

of exotic animals inhabiting ruins. 

I am like ar:i owl (qa>:>.+,) of the wilderne3s, 
I have bei~OrN li!:e an owl (kos) that 
inhabit-:: :::·ulns. --

I stay awake and I rr.oan24 
Like a solitary bird on the roof25 

(Psalm 1021 7"'.8). ·~ 

I will make a lar11en t like the jackals 
And mourning like the ostriches 

(Micah 118). 

I chirp like a sts <a~r26 
I moan like a do~e 

(Isaiah )8114). 

I have become a brother to th;) jackals 
A companion of ostriches27 

(Job J0129). 

The moaning of doves is· frequently mentioned (Nahum 218 r 

Isaiah 59111; Ezekiel 7116.28 ~.;e~opotarnian literature 

offers similar im::,gery,29 From a Prayer of Lamentation 

to Istar we finds 

My heart is flying; it keeps fluttering like 
a bird of heaven. · 

I :no3.:i. l tke a dove ni~ht arid r

3
.h
6
. :{

0

. 

·(Ai·!ZT, J8hb, 11,6J-!i; B":;L, p, ) 

Sumerian examples are given by Heimpel, Tierbilder, 

58.l, 3, s. 8-10, 

r.1any suggestions· have been made in regard to 

Eccl, 1214 (!\IT): 
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weyaf!llm lcqGl h'l:;~ipp$r 

\'zeyiufahQ kol-b0 nGt hn~l'!tr 

The variety of proposed solutions can be conveniently 

reviev;ed in Gordis.JO At the risl• of simply adding to 

the number of conjecture3, we offer here anothe1• possi­

bility of int.Jrprctation, which maims senae of both 

cola. v:ith only minor cnendation. We would translatea 

He risea beforeJl the sound of the birds, 

tlhen all the songbirds are (yet) silent. 

Since the context speaks of phonomen'l that accompany 

old age, tr.o3t interpreters have seen in the verse a 

reference to.ions of hearing acumen. An ~qually promi­

nent feature amoung the habits of the elderly is in­

somnia and early rising. 

A strikingly similar passage occurs in Akkadian 

literatures 

ina ~erirt 13.m i!}~uru ~ab3.ri 

m8 Sa i~:}Ul:' p'!su la ubla 

"In the morning before the birdn twi tte:r, 

when the·mouth of the bird hac not yet taken 

up •.tater. nJ2 
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BlrdG in Wisdom ~aying3 

Wisdom snyingr.; incorporating bird imagery, like 

those involving insect3 diocuri::;ed above, stand ap:il.'t 

from the grmeral tenor of bird imagery eloewhere. ·For 

instance, when a bh·d of prey is mentioned, i1euti:-al 

qualities are pointed to, such as the.vast panorama 

available to the high-flying falcon (Job. 28171 compare 

28121); the admirable nature of the instinctive habits 

of the eagle (Job J9126-JO) an a witneos to the provi­

dence. of God in nature· (see also Psalm 14719; Job 

J81411 Jer. 817) 1 or the apparently effortless fi°ight 

of the soaring eagle (Proverbs J0119).JJ Proverbs 

J0117, referring to the rapacity of carrion birds, is 

an e:cception. 

The susceptibility of birds to being trapped is 

mentioned in various contexts (Prov. 71231 Amos J15.1 

Eccl. 9112), Tht?se passages arc balanced by references 

to birds escapinb from or avoiding traps (Prov, 11171 

615.; Psalm 911J; 12!~17). The motive cf the hunting 

of birds is prominent throughout the O.T.; see e~pecially 

Lam. J15.2, Jeremiah 5.126-28 and Hosea ?"112.31~ 

Peculiar habits of certain birds are also noted -­

. Jeremiah 171lllJ5. Proverbs Jl1Ji.J6 v:c nlno find the 

equivalent (if not, in' the r.::iin part, the source) of 
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the n:odern saying, "A little bird told m1~" (Eccl. J.0120)!J7 
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In the wisdom literature it is asserted that by ob­

serving the ways of.birds one can learn of the ways of 

wisdom (Job 35slls see 1217), but not wisdom itself which 

is so inaccessible that it is unknown to the birds who 

otherwise penetrate every remote place (Job 2817, 21), 

Exodus 1914, "I bore you on eagles wings," seems 

to be a prose rendering of a simile in an earlier poetic 

celebration of the Exodus event, such as is found in 

the poem 0£ Deuteronomy 32, verse 111 

Like an eagle. that stirs up its nest, 
That flutters over its young, 
He spreads his wings and catches him, 
Liftin~ him on his pinions.3~ 

In Mesopotamian literature, the imagery of being Ntaught 

to fly" serves as a picture of raising children. 

Assur-etel-ilani reports1 "there was no father who 

would rear me and put me on my ~ings." A text of 

Assurbanipal says, "I, whom no (human) father has 

reared, has taught to fly ••• ,N Or, in a royal hymn 

to Istar1 "like his own mother you (Istar) have reared 

him (the king), cradling him in your arms [ ••• ] wings, 

(you) who have taught him to fly, 11 39 

The picture of the adult bird busily protecting the 

young is used elsewhere as a simile of God's care for 

Israel (Isaiah Jl1St Psalm 17181 36181 S712s 6l1St 

6J18r 911J), 
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To "renew your youth like the cQelc" (Psn.lm 10Ja.5) 

would seem to allude to the actions of. the engle whone 

gradual soaring circles have brought him close to earth, 

and who tho::n return~~ to g-ccat height through the power 

of his wings to begin soaring once again,. This action 

is described in Iaaiah 401)1,40 

For the phrase n<::p():! t3r8k~ in p3alm 74119· it is 

most difficult to accept a rendering "the soul. of thy 

dove," The parallel tlayy::i.t <!i.ntyekii sugges.ts some term 

referring to the piety of the individual (compare Psalm 

7912), The readings·o1' the LXX cxonoloGoumenen soi, 

and the Syci~c ae(~n.udya lak point to t$deka, "one who 

acknowledges/praises you, 114.1 i>i, Dahood hao ouggested 

a similar solution, without any consonantal change in 

the reauing1 tureka,•(thoso) t:;iught by you," parsing 

the form as an "imperfect passive form.of hiphil horah, 

'to teach,' with the suffix being a dative expressing 

agency,42 Either solution is possible, with the weight 

of the version::;, and the dubious nature of the exiGtcnce 

of a 'dative expressing agency' t1u:·o·{:lng the likr~lihood 

to the first propo3al, In any event, the reading "thy 

do.ve" is to be abandoned, The Q.T. writers usually give 

a hint of the tertium, unless it is in a very obvious 

context, The abser:ce ·of any clue here makes the read-

ing suspect. 
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The helplessness of young birds iG evoked in 

Isaiah 16121 

Like (aimlessly) wandering birds, 
like scattered nestlings -­

So are the daur;hterc of r.~oab 
at the fords of the Arnon. 

A similar pictu.l'.'e is found in Inaiah 10111~. Both of 

these passac;es may reflect a pr-overbial saying such as 

thelone pl'.'eserved in t.Jc~adian1 

My friend, catch the bird and where will the 
' fledglings go:4J 

A related proverb is found in Pl'.'ov. 27i8, "Like a bird 

straying from her nest, so is a man who strays from his 

home." 
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Job 40129 (English 4115) makes reference to children 

playing with birds, The second colon reads differently 

in LXX (i,e., the addition of~ strouthion). This 

might be taken as indication that another bird nr-ime 

originally stood in the text het•e, bat may also be a 

double reading, as the retroversion kayC(enf:n (see 

· (Lam. L~1J) clo::iely resembles the word. ke·m< an'tm of. the 

following vet·se, and ostriches (ysqn1m) are ha:::-dly to 

be played with, as their meann~ss is matched by their 

strength and hence they are quite dangerous. Another 

possibility is to construe the retroversion as k3yyS~ah 

"like a dove," The dove wouid suit admirably as a play­

thing.44 
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Notes to Section c 
·. l 

See the material collected by Hillers, Treaty 

Curses and the Old Testament P"c'ophets, Bl,blica et 

Orientalia 16 (Rome, 1964), pp. 54-56. 

2 
So also in Mesopotam:l.an literature. See the 

curse cited in the Maqla series,"Ma.y eagles and vul­

tures rage aeainst your body. 11 G. Meier, Die assyrische 
" . ~ 

Beschworungosammlun~ Maqlu, Beiheft AfO no. 2 (Berlin, 

1937), P• 56, Col. VIII·, 85, and compare Col. IV, 42fr. 

) ' 

BHJ reads tiqqaber with .Targum and some ~ss. 

This readi.~g may merely be interpretive. Burial is 

implied at any'rate. 

4 
See the discussion of Hillers, Treaty-Curses, 

pp. 68-9. 

s 
R. Borger, Die Inachriften Asarhaddons K8ni&!, 

von Assyrien,· Beiheft.AfO no. 9 (Graz, 1956), P• 58 • 

. For zlbu :•vulture• (not jackal), see the discus­

sion in l'!!SL VIII/2, p. lJO, and Q@ !!.•!• 

6 
M. Streck, Die·Inschriften Asaurbanipals, 

Vorde:rasiatische Bibl'iothek 7/2 (Leipzig, 1916), P• JS. 

ANET, 288. 
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? 
D, J, Wiseman, •The Vassal Treaties of 

., 

Esarhaddon,• Irng 20 (1958), p, 61, 11, 425-427, 

~. ~ •• .5J8b, See also 11 • .519:f, (p, .539). 

8 
o. R, Driver, •Bi~ds in the Old Testament, II,• 

~ 87 (19.55), 1J9. This line of approach was taken 

already by J, D, Michaelisa see the discussion of 

the history Of interpretation given by J, A. Emerton, 

•Notes on Jeremiah 1219 and on some suggestions ot 

J, D, Michaelis about the Hebrew Words naha, aebra 

and jada< ,• ~ 81 (1969), 182-191, Emerton•s article 
• is, in part, a reply to H,-P. M\.lller, "'Der bunte 

Vogel' von Jer 12, 9,• ZAW 79 (1967), 22.5-228, NAB's 

•prey of hyaenas• is hardly defensible, 

9 
Driver, ~· cit., p, 140, NEB's rendition is 

substantially that of Driver as given here. Driver's 

latest comments ("Hebrew Homonyms," Hebraische 

Wortforschun~, Festschrift Baumgartner, [Y! XVII 

(Leiden, 1967], p, 60) attempting to find yet a third 

homonym in the cay~ of Is, 46111 are, in our opinion, 

completely gratuitous, 

10 
In the article cited above, note 8. 

11 
J, P, Hyatt, Jeremiah,IB V (New York, 1956), 

p. 918. 
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12 
H. Torczyner (Tur-Sinai), •ounkle Bibelstellen,• 

in K. Budde, ed.,~ Marti~ siebsigsten Geburtstago, 

~ 41 (Giessen, 1925), pp. 277-78. 

Por !,!! = •from• see the extensive bibliography 

given by A.C.M. Blommerde, Northwest Semitic Grammar 

and Job, Biblica et Orientalia 22 (Rome, 1969), 

pp. 22 ... 23. 

13 
E. A. w. Budge and L. w. King, Annals of the 

Kings of Assyria, Vol.' I. (London, 1902), p. 270!. 

See also D. D. Luckenbill, The Annals of Sennacherib, 

ill 2 (Chicago, 1924), p. 82f. 11. 4142 and page 71 

l.JS. V. Schell, Annales de Tukulti-Nlnip II, 

Biblioth~que de l'Ecole des Haute ~tudes, Faso. 178 

(Paris, 1909), p. 12, l. JB. 
The sheer conventionality of the phraseology and 

the motive itself should provide a strong caution 

against deletion as a gloss or borrowing. See the com­

mentaries at Obadiah 4. 

·14 
E. P. Weidner, •Neue Bruchstncke des Berichtes 

t1ber Sargons achten Feldzug," !!Q. 12 (19.38), p. 144, 

11. 9?ft. 

lS 
Translated bys. N. Kramer, ~. p. 460, 1. 282. 

Heimpel, Tierbilder, p. 45J, No. 78.14, takes the.birds 
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here as standing for the i~habitants of the city, but 

without further comment to justify this view, 

16 
•(Wealth) will make wings for itself like an 

eagle and !ly heavenward." See the Sumerian proverb, 

"Possessions ar~ sparrows (or locusts) in flight which ·· 

can find no place .to alight,• E, I, Gordon, Sumerian 

Proverbs1 Glimnses of Everyday Life in Ancient 

Mesopotamia (Philadelphia, 1959), p, 50, I, 18. For 

6? 

. .., 
the difficulty of translating filIB.!!5 (~), see Heimpel, 

· Tierbilder, pp. 440f!. with literature. A similar say­

ing comes from Egypt. See The Instruction of Amen-em­

Opet, chapter VII (~, 422b)1 "They (riches) have 

made themselves wings like geese, And are flo\'ln away 

to the heavens,• 

17 
Read hazer with BH3 •" 

"----

18 
For the rendering of baq<ah as the name of a· 

bird, see the discussion of this passage by D, Leibel, 

"Baq<8Ji - The Name of a Bird," Tarbiz 29 (1960), 191 

(Hebrew), For the Arabic bird baqi<a see Lane's 

Dictionary, I, 235, 

19 
G. R, Driver; •studies in the Vocabulary of 

the Old Testament, I," ,m 31 (1930), p. 278f., relates · 
. . 
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horeb to the Akkadian harbu, which occurs in lists of 
~ . ~ 

birds, but has not been more closely identified. See 

~ !•!• More recently, see Driver's remarks in PEQ 

87 (1955), lJ?. 

20 
On these passages see especially G. R. Driver, 

•Birds in the Old Testament, II,• PEg 8? (1955). pp, 

134-J?s Ibid, "Lilith,• PEg 91 (1959), ss-sa. Note 

that J. Bright, Jeremiah, Anchor Bible 21 (Garden City, 

6 ) "' ~ . f>. ~ 19 S , p. JSS, transl.ates ~iyi.m and >iyim as "goblins 

and ghouls,• remarking that it is an effort to catch 

the alliteration of the original. On ~iytm and '1ytm 

.see also G. R. Driver, art. "Jac-kal, • in Hastin~' a 

Dictionary of the BiblE!, Revised edition edited by 

.F. c. Grant and H. H. · Ro\'tley (New York, 196)), ·pp. 

452-SJ. 

The mythological nature of many of these beasts 

is stressed by c. c. Torrey, The Second Isaiah (New 

York, 1928), 289-95. 

To the passages cited here, Isaiah 2JalJ could b_e 

added, but the text is very uncertain. ct. also 

Isaiah 1412). 

2l. 
See the assemblage ot material in D. R. HUlers, 

Treaty-Curses, pp. 44-56. On the passage cited from 

68 
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Th. Bauer, Daa Inschriftenwerk Assurbaninals, 

Assyriologische Bibliothok, Neue Folgo 1 (Leipzig, 

19))), p. ?8 "In the street of.the city the owl 

screeches, 11 see now B. tandsberger, 11Einige unerkannt 

gebliebene oder verkannte Nomina des Akka.dischen," 

WdO ) (1966), 262-268. Landsberger denies the mean­

ing •owl" for qadG, preferring Pterocles alchata 

(sandgrouse). The point of the passage remains the 

same, however. 

22 
See BH3. Is this one bird or two? Isaiah 

)8114 seems to favor one, but it is impossible to be 

sure •. Identification is completely uncertain in any 

case. See Driver, PEQ 87 (1955), 131-32. 

23 
R. :e. Y. Scott, Isaiah, !§. V (New York, 19.56), 

P• ?02 0 Paronomasia may have influenced the choice 

ot terms here (<ab //<$p). Torrey, The Second Isaiah, -,- -
p. 448, calls attention to this. 

·24 
With BH3, 

2.S 
The confusion in the textual tradition between 

bdd and n9.!! may have been influenced by Isaiah 1612. 

The notes iri BH) regarding the versions are somewhat 
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copfusing, Both Syriac and Targum have double render­

ings at this point, 

For additional discussion, see the remarks of T. F. 

McDaniel, "Philological Studies in Lamentations. I," 

Biblica 49 {1968), pp. 38-41, and M. Dahood·, Psalms, 

III, p. 13f. 

There is also the possibility that ~ipp8r bided 

may be a compound name or a specific bird, as ~ippSr 

derSr in Prov. 26121 Ps, 8414. This is the suggestion 

of N. Airoldi,. "Noti critiche ai salmi {Ps, 130, 11 

38,51 102,8)," Augustinianum 10 {1970), 179-80, 

Airoldi divides the verse as follo.wsa 

70 

~aqadtt wa'eheyeh ke~ippSr // ~e?) b8ded <al-gag kol-hayySm · 

"I lie awake and moan like a bird //like the b8ded on 

the roof, all day.•· 

26 
The suggestion of Scott {Isaiah, IB V, 376) to 

read s1s cSreg, "an unhappy swallow" does not comment 

itself in view of Jeremiah 817 {above, p, 56) • 

. 27 
Pope, ~. p. 1961 "The ostr:.ch reportedly has 

considerable vo.cal versatility, including hissing, 

crackling, and a hideous, doleful moaning.• 

28 
Fo·r the text see G, A. Cooke, The Book of 

Ezekiel, ~ v, 12 {New York, 1937) p. 811 w. Zimmerli, 
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Ezekiel, BKAT XIII,J (Neukirchen, 1956), 164, 

29 
P. Stummer, •Einigo keilschriftliche Parallelen 

zu Jes 40-60," fil 4 S (1926), 186, 

Also in Greek literature, the sound of the dove is 

- construed as a complaint, H, Greeven, art, "periatera, 

trugon," in TWNT mentions that (kata) trugona psallein 

means "to bewail one's misfortune," This article con­

tains much other interesting mater'.J8.l and extensive 

bibliography. 

JO 
Gordis, Koheleth, JJJf. Seo most rec.ently the 

'71 

Jewish Publication Society's The Five Mogilloth and 

Jonah, p, 76,, "And the song of the bird grows feebler, 

And all the strain·s of music dying down." This ·rendering 

_is that of editor Ginsberg1 see his article, "Koheleth 

1214 in the Light of Ugari'tic," Syria JJ (1956), 99-101, 

)l 
Reading v1ayeqaddem, "to do early, to preced·a," 

as in Aramaic and Syriac frequently, Compare, for 

Hebrew, Psalm 1191llnr Jonah 412, ancl, for the con­

fusion of ~ and ~· I Sam. 20125 and possibly Prov. 

)OtJl. The construction ~ + ! is examined by De R_, 

Killers, "Ritual Proceasion of the Ark and Pe, 1J2," 

CBQ JO (1966), p, 50, 
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32 
s. Langdon, "Fragment of an Incantation Series," 

JRAS 192?, 538 r. II, lf'f. See 9-!Q &•Y• issuru. 

)'.) 
Thi~ passage may lie behind the exposition of 

Wisdom of Solomon S19. 

The mention of the "basketful! of birds" in 

Jer. S127 is none too clear, but apparently an attempt 

to extend the imagery of the preceeding verse, Since 

the evil persons' rapacity is compared to the activity 

of fowlera (v.26), the result is that their houses are 

full of ill-gotten gains (lit. "deceit"• of. Bright, 

Jeremiah, ad 12£. ) as the fowler's basket is full of 

the result of his ~otivity. 

The trapped bird is a common image for human dis­

tress in Akkadian literature, From the Amarna letters 

see~ 74145, ."Like birds caught in a bird-net/gloss1 

trap/ so am i in Gubla," Simllarly ~ ?81lJff., 

· 79a)5ff,, 8laJ4ff,, 90a)9f!. Further, the well-known 

passage from Sennacherib's account of the siege of 

Jerusalema "Himself (Hezekiah) I made a prisoner in 

Jerusalem, his royal re~idence, like a bird in a cage," 

~. 288a. Often the image is more properly that of 

the. fowler than the bird. See the material collected 

by Hillers, Treaty-Curses, pp. 69-70, with parallels 
from the inscriptions of Esarhaddon and th~ Era Epic, 

'12 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



lS 
See o. R. Driver, PEg 8? (195S), 1J2-3J, 

36 "' The phrase •zarzir of loins• ( fighting cock ?) 

remains obscure. See further J, A. Bawer, "Two Sug-

. gestions on Prov, 3031 and Zech, 9l6• • ~ 6? (1948), 

61-2. 

31 
A similar saying is found in Ahigar, line 98. 

A. Cowley, Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century BC 

(Oxford, 1923), p. 223. 

38 . 
The section Ex, 19s3b-9 is intrusive in the poem. 

Noth is certainly correct in labeling it 11 einen Zusatz 

deuteronomistiacher Stils,• M, Noth, Oberlieferungs­

geschichte des Pentateuc)1 (Stuttgart, 1948), p, 3j
1
n, 112, 

39 
These examples are cited :rrom ~ ~·Y• yababu, 

40 
See the commentaries, C, R, North, The Second 

Isaiah (Oxford, 1964), p, 91,notes the "soaring flight" 

as the point ot comparison. See al.so ·oahood, Psalms,!!!., 

p, 21. 

41 ·. 
Accepted by Kraus, Psalmen, I, p, ?4. 
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42 
M, DahoQd, Psalms, II, p. 20?, 

43 
T. Bauer, •Ein Viortes Altbabylonisches Frag. 

ment des Gilgames-Epos,• JNEs 16 (195?). 256, Vs, 14, 

Note how, Rd,, line 2, the applicability of the 

proverb to the situation is spelled outs "Huwawa•s 

milammu will be. easy to find.and capture,• (Now given 

also in ~-Suppl,~ 504b,) This and some similar 

phrases are listed in ~ ~·!• ~· See also the 

broken line from the Etana Legend (MJlIT., 116b, C-3 )a 

•my nest is destroyed , , • • my young are shattered 

, , , • (Sic! Read •scattered" sapqu ). For the 

text, s. Langdon, "The Legend of Etana and the Eagle, 

or the Epical Poe~ 'The city they hated,'" Babyloniaca 

XII (19Jl), p. 22, 11, 6-?. 

See also ~-Suppl., 650, 11, 218ff,1 

May he moan like a dove in its hole, 

44 

May he thrash about like a swallow in its 

cranny, 

May he scurry about like a dove in terror. 

(From The curse of Agade), 

This solution is adopted by many commentators, 

The attempts of D. W, Thomas, "Job XL, 29ba Text and 

Translation,• ll, 14 (1964), 114-116, to find in 
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iena<.adhe'ka the name of a bird (viz., no'ar •sparrow" 

·or the like) are not convincin~, and do not adequately 

account for the reading of i.xx or the present state of 

MT, 

?5 
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D, Predators 

The imagery involving the DOG has received much 

attention in recent periodical litorature,l It sup­

plies one of the most commonly recognized conventional 

expressions of the ancient Near-Eastern epistolary 

style, It was common to designate oneself as a "dog" 

to indicate self-abasement in the presence of superiors, 

This practice is documented in Akkadian, 2 [ugari tic], 3 

the Lachish Letters'~ and Biblical Hebrew, 

II Kings 8113 is characteristic of the formulas 

What is thy servant, the dog (mah <abdeka 
ha.kkelob), that he should do thia great 
tning? · 

See also I Samuel 17143, "Am I a dog that you come 

against me with sticks , it 
• • • In addition to the 

phrase in question form, the expression ~ ~. 

?6 

•dead dog" (I Sam, 2411.51 II Sam. 918s 1619) has its 

frequent Akka.dian equivalent ~ mitu,5 Quite probably, 

one should read <abdek~ ukalbeka in II Samuel 7121 and 

I Chronicles 17119,6 

The dog is also prominent in curses, mentioned 

along with other animals that feed on the bodies of 

the.slain, 

I will appoint over them four kinds of de­
stroyers, says Yahweh, the sword to slay, 
the dogs to.tear, and .the birds of the air 
and the beasts of the earth to devour and 
destroy (Jeremiah l.51J), 
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~Ii th the verse from Jeremiah, compare the threat ·or 
Psalm 63: 24, and the larigLtage of the petition in 

Psalm 22121,7 and Hosea 1318, "There the dogs (reads 

k91lib'tr~) chnll eat them, the beasts of the steppe will 

tear them." 

The following curse, in identical wording, occurs 

three times1 

·Those who die of the family of (Jer-cboam/ 
Eaasha/Ah?.b) in the city, the dogs shall 
eat, and those who die in the countryside 
the bird~:; of the air8shall eat. (I Kings 
141111 1614i 21124). 

The working out of such a curoe is a prominent motive 

of the Elijah-Jezebel legend (I Kings 211~91 231 

II King:=; 9110, J6; see. I Kings 22138). 

Dogs, consequently, serve as a suitabl~ im~ge of 

one's. enemies on the prowl (Ps:,ll:n 22:17; 21: .5917, 

15). Their barking is mentioned (Psalm 5917, 151 see 

Exodu3 11:7) and the inco::'lgi:uity of a prophetic figure 

who says nothing in times of r.:oral d·:!c::i.:r is underlined 

b~- corr.padson wl th a wntchc!og that i::; Gilent (Isaiah 

.56110). 

Three wisdo:n sayings concern the :!cg1 

One who gets involved in a q.u:irrel that is 
none of hi~ businesG, 

Is grabbing a mad dog by the 't::ii19 
(Proverbs 26117). 

As a dog returns to his vomit, 
A fool rcp~n.~s his folly 
(Proverbs 26111). 
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The lnttor cayine is atteated toth in the Old 

Testament and the ~aw (II ?ctor 2122). 

Since the doe; wris such a d~cpised and insignificant 

cre~·ture, it was suitable for the co:npad.son (or, most 

likely, n quotation of a por,ular sayinc) by 

Ecclesiastes -- "A living dog is better off than a 

dead lion." 

The JACKAL (t3.:1; pl. t:mntrr.10) is noted as a typi­

cal denizen of the desert (Isaiah JS1?1 4J1201 Malachi 

11311). but mos.t frequently as beine arnong the animals 

which haunt ruins. A t:{pical ver:.::e of thin sort is 

Jermr.iah 91101 

I shall render Jerusalem ruins (~antm) 
the lair of j:ickals (in·:·cSn ta1c111m) 

And the cities of Judo.h desolation, 
without ir.habitant. 

Virtually ideiltical are Jer. 10122: 491JJ: Sl1J71 and 

the same picture is presented in Isaiah 1)1221 J41lJ. 

The background of these passages h::t!J been discussed 

by Hillers in C0:1."1~ction with trea ty-cur:;cs, 12 The 

jackal's characteristic pant in merd:ioned in Jer. 1416, 

and i.ts cry in 1•iicah lsS. '::ho Gimiluri·~y of Job J0129 

to the verse from r.acah suggcs ts tr.at it is the wnil 

of the jackal th.at is thc!'e intendad. 

The t!O<a1, "jackal," or "FOX," likewise is said --- . 
to haunt ruins (L:t:r.. 5sl8) and serveo aG a vivid image 

of the prophets who do not pron.ate th'~ rebuilding of 

?8 
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the land, but at'e content to prowl in the rubble 

(Ezekiel 1)14),13 

"Ruills haunted by foxes" is a literary conventfon 

of long s tandir;g, An cxccll•mt example . from r:ear­

Enstern literature comes from the 3umcrian, .TI!.£ 

Cu>:"se of Ar,~de (Ail2T, Suppl,, 65la) I 

May the evil ones, the ghorits of 'silent 
places' howl (there) evermoi:e 1 

ever your us9a-placc established for 
lustrations, 

May the 'fox of the ruined mounds, ' glide 
(hh:) tai11 

In your great gates (firmly) established 
in the land, 

May the 'ukuku..:birds of angui3hcd heart' 
set up (his) nest •••• 

Psalm. 6j1ll, "Lat them be the portion of ~u< aJ.1rr.," 

makes an identification with "jackals" certain, as 

foxes do no"!< eat c~rrion. The reference is, 6f·course, 

to the devouring of dead bodies by wild beasts, men­

'tioried, with parallels, above, p. 4?££. · 

Hebrew ze>eb in the \'IOLF. Its characterization 

as. a denivm of the steppes (ze>~b <n1·at$t, Jeremiah 

516) shoulct be recognized .as con=:tant (Jer. 5161 

Zepha~iah 3131 Habb. 118).14 It::; character as a preda­

tor is strass·1d1 one which tears (Gen. 491271 Zeph, 

3,3, Ezek. 22,27, 15 Jer. 516). It is a1r:o said to be 

swift.16 It is often paired with another.ferocious 

beast, the lion (zev~· J1J1 Jer. 5s6) .17 

?9 
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These characteristics· of the wolf must supply the 

~ground of its suitability.for depicting the nature 

of the tribe of Benjamin (Gen. 49127)1 "Benjamin is a 

ravenous wolfs From the morning he devours prey (?), 

and till evening divides spoil."18 Zobel, citing 

Delitzsch, sees in the latter phrase the praise of 
.. . 

"(der) Mut und die Tapferkeit des standig nach 

kriegerischen Auseinandersetzungen begierigen Benjamin 

und seine sich in ~berreicher Kriegsbeute ausdrGckenden 

Erfolge."19 It is hazardous to attempt to go beyond a 

general statement of this type. 

The wolf also figures in the paradisaical descrip­

tion of the messianic age (Isaiah 1116-9). 

Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard will stretch out 

. alongside the kid. 
A calf and a lion and a fattling together, 
.· and a young boy will lead them. 
The cow and the bear will pasture --

80 

. · together their young will stretch out. 
[The lion will eat straw like an ox]20 
The· suckling will play over the hold of the asp, 

and over the den of a viper a weaned 
child will stretch out his hand. 

Trito-Isaia.h utilized the same motive, Isaiah 661251 

The wolf and the lamb will feed.togethers 
The lion will eat straw like an ox, 

Oust will be the serpent's food. 
They will not hurt or destroy in all my 

holy mountain. 

The motive of wi;Ld animals living at peace with 

domestic animals is known in Sumerian literature as a 
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condition of the primeval paradise in two variant 

forms. One such picture io contained in thP. inyth of 

Enki. ::ind r.rfohur~w.r,, where it is pnrt of the descrip­

tion of the land of Dilmun1 

lJ 

1.5 

20 

In Dilmun the raven utterc no cries, 
The ittidu-bird u~ter.s not the cry of 

·tho itLidu-bird, 
The lio.:1 k.i.lb not, 
The wolf snatche:; not the l<i.mb, 
Unknown is the kid-devom~in(~ wild do~ 
Unknown is the. graL'1-dcvouring · ••• , 
(Unknowril is the •• , widow, 
The bird on high •• ,s not its ,,,, 
The dove drooos not the head21 

While this text seems to imply the existence of the 

animals mentioned, yet without their predatory cha:cac­

teris tics, the oecond text, fro:n the. epic of En:n<'?rJ.::ar 

and the Lor..:l of Aratta, speaks of a time when the ani-

mals mentioned did not exists 

136 

140 

Once upon a time there was no snake, 
th<? re vn.s r.o scorpion, 

There was no hyena, there was no lion, 
There was no wild dog, no 'Nolf, 
'fhece wc>.s .no fenr,., no terror, 
!,:an hnd no rival, ,_2 

Among Iaaiu~'s list of characteri~tic predators, 

·the BEAR is incluclerl.. The bear, with the wolf, lion 

and leopard elsewhere too serves as a paradigm of peril, 

particularly in w isdo:ri sayings 1 

Better that a sh':l-bear robbed of he1.· cubs 
co11front a :nan -- t1rnn a fool in his 
folly · ( FrovOJrbs 17112). 

(Like) a gi.•owling lion or a charging bear is 
a .v1ick·Jd ruler over a poor p~ople 

(Proverb3 28115). 
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· As it one were to run from a lion 
, , , and a b'1ttr confl·onte d him (Ar.ion .5i19) , 

The .proverbial character of the rvforence to the fury 

of the •lhe-bear d.:iprived of her cuba is cv:id.:mced by 

the fossilized phra::;e kO-JQ.t ~<il;J·:JJ (Prov. 17112: 

II Sam, 17181 Hosea 1)17-3),23 

The bear and the lion are parallel in Lam )110-12, 

Isaiah .59111 mentions the growl of the bear, 

Tha LEOPARD (~), mentioned six times in the O.T., 

figures in a number of different imugcs, Attention is 

dra~om to its fe:cocity24 (Jar, 5161 Hosea 1)17, and, by 

implication, Isaiah 1116) r its spc.:ed ("faster than 

82 

leopard=i," Hab, 118) J and its beautiful pelt (Jcr, 1J12J). 

The latter verse bclong3 to the genre of wisdom sayings 

by its form,' which is that of rhe"~orical qu.es·tion,2.5 

Can thP. Cushi te change ( th0 colo:c of) his skin? 
o~ the le. ·op<ird ( chango) his spot:;? 

(Jeremiah 1Jr23J. 

The threatening ·tcncr of Jer. 516 and Hoaca.13& 7-826 

has been related by Hillers to treaty cur:::es ,27 A: 

specific parallel fro::i tlie t!·eaties ls supplied by 

~efire II, A, 9. 

Only two paasagcs in the O.'i:. utilize the imagery of 

the pig, or BOAR,· 

The boar from tl:~ scrub 
ra V'lGt:?.d it, 

Pestiferou::: in:.;ects (?) 
fc:J on it 

(Psalm 801ll;.). 

(h:iztr r.iiyya< a!') 
~----

c~1z) of the field 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



The context i:> a t•efcrcnce to tho d,1va!; tn tlon of 

Isranl ty hnr cncml3s; th! cow1try it~elr i~ pre-

ccnted nr.: a v:i.nf) (for vincyn.rd), 

Like a G~ld rinr; in n nwine's imout 
Is a benutiful woman without good acnne 

·(Prov, 11122), · 

The ul ti:n3. tG in incor:Grui t;t ir.: exi,re3ccd hore b~· the 

juxtaposition of jswelry and nwinc, The name com~ari­

son is UAed in the X,T, (~itt, 716),28 

Tho HYRAX or co;::;:y (~)I whose pi·opcnsi ty for 

rocky areas is coi·rectly noted in Psalm 104118, is 

also cited in Prov, JC126, Here also this choice 

of living qu~rters fa l.l•mtioned as a good prir.ciple 

for the vu:ak and sr.nll to follows 

Tho conies a.re a fei~ble lo'i;, 
nut they e:o·';:,blish their ho;r.cs in the rock 
(F·;-ov, J0126), 

Por the Old TE'::ita:r.er.t wd teri,; the LION was the 

most mehacfog of wild ~1~a.3 t::;, and tho :no·s t frequent 

image of the hostility of men, !'1·omin•mt among pan-

its roa~, Thus the rhetorical question of Amoss 

Doe:~ a. liar. ro:i:: in1
1fr·om ~h9 sc~ub, 

if he h~n.; no p~ .. t~;,·? 
Does a. young liQn c;!. ...,.,., .ror-~h h:.::: gro·;1l 
(from. his lnt1] ._9 

ctnle::~~ he has cauc:;l.t sonipthing? 
(A:no::: J14). 

'Ile may make notice hc;-e of the jp.::~llcll.'.':r.1 of a wor<l for 

the adult of th·~ c:peci.:z (>=".!''"::'!:) nr1r'I i·~ti ;;oc:ng 

(k~pfl')- ac r..1:-:o in Is:tiah Jisl~, =.::.cah .517 r:t .£!.,, 
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and 15l)t> // kcntr liclow in Inainh 5129. - __.,_,,_ .. 

The growling of lionn ovr::r thck prey ic noted 

also in Jeremiah 511)8 an<l P3:i.lm 101~121. r.:n.n's inevi-

table fe::u.· at the roar of the lion serves a:; o.n ad-

1nirible model for the s::.mc? prophet in w-:.~erscoring 

the divine motivation of pt•ophcsya 

A lion hac roared1 ·;:ho fa not terrified? 
The Locd Xtthv;.:h has spoken1 \~ho can but 

. rroph1>sy? 
(Amon J18). 

The rhetorical maxim, an has often been remarked, is 

characteristic of wisdom saying::;, and, in the case of 

the latter passnga, :m even clo::;~r ralationchip with 

wisdom litnrature mo.y be indicated by the point of com-

parison, which ir; not "fear" but the inevitable cause 

and effect relationship. A si_milar point of compari­

son seems to be intended in Joel 4116 and Ho~ea 11110, 

but the latter verse is notoriously difficult. Else­

where the roa;;;ing of liens ser•1es to indicate the power 

of an enemy to inspire tcr1:or and sivi.31 his immanent 

devradntto:m (Isa!nh .5129; Jnr. 2:15; Ezek. 1917; 

2212.5; :rss.lm ~2111~). When the lion roacz, one cannot 

assume friendly intention::;. 

My hcri tage ha.s becor1•? to :r:~ 
·like a lion in the scrub. 

·She has lot out h-::r ro?.r :-,b:i inst me, 
therefore I hnta ·hci:' (Jcret:iah 1218). 

A roar of displeasure ic indicated al~o in Zech. ll1J. 
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Both the lion's growl nnd its dauntless bravery 

are mentioned in the extended image of Isaiah Jl141 

Just as the lion growls --
. the young lion over its prey, 
When c,a~er) a band of shepherds 
. is called out against hims 

And is not frie;htened by their noise, 
nor.daunted by their commotion, 

Thus Yahweh of Hosts will come down 
to wage war on Mt. Zion and on its hill.JO 

Strength and bravery are combined in the military 

hero, and in the lion. It is difficult to separate the 

two ideas. Strength is commonly seen as the reference 

in the passage describing Saul and .Jonathan1 

they were swifter than eagles -- stronger 
than lions (II Samuel 112))1 

but valor is the obvious reference in II Samuel 171101 

• • • a valiant man whose heart is as the 
heart of a lion • .• • , 

· . and in Proverbs 1 

The lion {layiS) is the most valiant of 
beast-s -, - . 

And retreats before none (Proverbs J01JO). 

An evil man flees when none pursues1 
But the just are as confident as the lion 
(Proverbs 2811). 

It is the lion's teeth that supply vivid imagery 

of one's enemies' attacks. Joel underscores the dev­

astation of locusts by comparing their "teeth" to those 

ot a lion (Joel 116).Jl In Psalm 22114 it is said of 

the Psalmist's enemies that 
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they opon. their mouths ~c;rtin::;t me 
(like) ::t rrw~nin;; and ~:,-::i.rinr; lion, 

and again in verse 22, "save me frora the mouth of the 

lion."J2 Similar im~gcry is·utilizc~ in Amos )1121 

Jeremiah 2130 and most probably Isaiah JG1lJ and 

Jeremiah 50117. ~o al~o F~alm 71), "leat he tear my 

throat like a lion, cnrrying me off with none to res­

cue." Psalm 571 5 is mo:::t o·aphic a 

I lie in the midst of liom;, 
devout:'crs of huH;::m::;. 

Their teeth a.re :::p·~a!.· and arro·na, 
and .their tongue a zhat•p sword. 

The lion's teeth are aga.t:l pictured in Ps. 58171 

O God, crush his teP.th in hi3 mouth, 
break the f''.lnt:;n of the ,young lions, 
o Ya~w~h.JJ . 

The combinntlons b Psalm 58 nnd 9111) of the S•~l~pent 

i:ind lion h!'.1.ve led to the sug;;cs ti:m that a ir.ytho-

logical c1•ea tu re, a ":,:isch·:rcsen" of the two such as 

the griffin, m1y 3.Ctuall~· lie behind th;; poet's 

word:;. JI~ This backgrl):.i:d m:iy also 'te? extended to 

Isaiah 30:6 and Job 10116; W18. 

(rn Is;:ii::lh 1519 0 "a lion for those of r.:oab 

who.escap<:i," (~::;v), read, with Scott (I~;~iah 

U!.V, p. 269), >3 !"a• . .,;v0!1, "I wi'll drench 

(with bJDod)" co:np~t"in& Is. 161 9. 

Deuteronomy JJs22 r':!;r.'lins otccw:e 'becauGc of 

the hap.\X y~:-.1. Cros:;> and Fcc-e:lr~an, "The 
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Bleoabg of Moser:," ,TBL 67 (191~8), p. 2·013, 

n. 74 and page 195, trnnslnte "shies nwny 

from a viper" following a auggestion of 

VI. F. AlbrightJ 

Job 4sl0-ll has remained a rather obscure passages 

The roar of th9 lion ( >n.~· 0h.), · 
the voice of the lJ.011 :'hh-il) 

Th·3 t.ee th of young llonc (J;:C~) arc broken. 
The lion ( hyin p01· ishcs for laok of prey, 

an<l the offcpcin~ of the lion (bCn~ 
Ulb'i>) are ·scntterod. 

In the contcxtof the fourth chapter of Job, this must 

in some way support Eliphaz's contention that the .Prin­

ciple of ret7ibution ultimatel~' works in all cre"ltion, 

and that misfortune b a reHable .indicator of impiety, 

The strong man :nay be tempted to neglect acts of piety, 

but he will ul tima:tcly come to ruin. Eliphaz c·ont!:lnds 

that the innocont do not perish (v.7) and that thone 

who sow trouble rc1p the same (v. 8) -- the irnplica-

tion, of course, being that the 1:everse is also true 1 

those who re:i.p tr·ouble do so becr..une of what they iow. 

The choice or im'.igery is an atte;npt to tlr::rn ar1 ex2.mple 

fo1· ·the argu!!lent from even th~ r.iightic!'lt of creatures, 

the lion. Simila~ imagery is used to support the 3ame 

contention in the Brib;1lonb11 Theodicy,'.35 

The on:;i.g;r •. thil wild ns::;, who filled its elf 
witn ••• . 

Did it pay attention to the gi vcr of :18'.'; i.lred 
divine ocaclec? 
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The navace lion who devoured the choicest 
mcr:l"t, 

Did it being ita flour offcrinc to appease 
the .godde:rn 's anget•? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Com1', con:-;idcr the lion .that you w::ntloncd, 
the enemy of cn.ttle. 

For the crime w~1ich the iion comrni"tteJ, 
the pit awal ts him. Ju 

The premier example of the lion afj an image of the. im-

pious comes from th0 I~uthri Lq;·~Dd of Na:::-~m !';i~s 

What lion observed or•acles, 
~·:hat wolf inquired of a wo111an dream 

interpreter? 
I will r;o like 8. robber in the plan.sure of 
· my heart.J7 

Fl•equent mention is mo.de of Is.cael 's enemy going 

out on the prowl like a lion, So, e.g. , 

A lion ha3 come up from hi:1 :th.icket; 
a. ravager of nations h.w set out 
-- h:J.s gon~ out from his place 

(Jeremiah 4s 7) .Jo 

· It is, of cour~c, enough to say th::lt the lion has "set 

ou·t," for it waG nlso proverbial knowlcdg'.:l that the 

lion, once on the prowl, did r.ot tw.·n back without 
,. 

acco:nplishing his pt1rpose ( PcoverbG JO 1 JO ann I!'.:aiah 

Jl14 Me above). So I':u:abers 231241 

Behold, a people that risen up like a lion, 
Like a li6~ it rouses itself. 
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It does :1ot repose until i. t 1cvou::s pc-ey 
-- • till it (fr inkn tho blood of the slnin. 

The sa:1w i:.io.gary is p1•esefftecl also in Jeremiah 251J3s39 

Like a lion he hns left hio covert. 
How th~ir lqnd ho.e bocome a waste: 
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To· the sa:nc cln::isificution belong::: Jc1·. '~9119 ( = .)011~1~). 

ho.yy:">.r-:1'.'!n 'el n''.?·,·1:1h >~tan 

kt >:i.r;;t c~h >art.1<::n n:3 '3.l~li1.i. 

Behold, lik~ a lion which co~co up 
.fi.·om the bru:::hla11d of the Jordan 

to tj1e peronninl pnoturslnnd~ 
Zu1·ely, I will ::; tc,rtle and sen. ttci:: thc:n 

from her, 
marl<i:1g40 her chosen princes 

Psal.11 wrl ters fkd an ir.1a~e of troachcry in the 

lion's habit of leaping on its prey frcm cover. 

Uc lu!'k3 in ;-;ecro;t, like a lion in hia 
covort41 (Pzalm 1019). 

He i3 like a lion C=~.ger to pou:1ce on prey, 
· Hkc a yoµng lion lut~king in ambush 
(Psalm 17112).42 . 

See also Job 38:39-40 aad Lan. JalO. The lion for 

the en•3my in general is noted in ?s. J.5117, but not; 

in !'s. )4111 ar>.u Ezck. J8sl3, wbcrc kcp1.!·t::i is a by­

form of k.i.bt:t:1r.:, "the rich," and ~o translated by 

the versions.4J 

Ass~-i.·ia's capitnl of r:ir.eveh is likened to a 

lion's den by Nahum, v;hile its soldie1~::; n..ce compared 

to lions1 

'tlhere (now) iP., the lion's den, 
thu c::;.ve!l·} of th~ you:·,.; lions. 

Where the lion w.::r;t, brin;.;inc; in the cuts, 
where there vrls u<.>ne to •.Us turb (them). 

The lion tore prey for ito whelps, 
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and strangled (prey) for his lioness. 
He filled his caves with prey, 

and his den with torn flesh 
(Nahum 2112-lJ). 

The passage is not without difficulty, particularly 

in the second bi-colon, which appears to be too long. 

Yet, if the initial ,a~er is considered extra-metrical, 

we are left with a(4+4)line. Very possibly the con­

struction >aryeh labt> is a doublet,45 and we should 

reads 

laser halak ('aryeh/labt>) ~am 

gilr >aryeh we'~n ma~artd 

To which the lion retreats, 
· --the lion's young-- without disturbance~ 

The parallel structure of the verse and_other usages 

indicate that tho poet is referrlng to the adult and 

its young, This is· due to the dictates of form. There 

is no need to see in one the leader of an army and the 

other as soldiers, or the like.46 

··Several passages reflect the general destructive­

ness of the lion, particularly as the enemy of the 

flock (along with other ferocious beasts -- cf. 

Jer. 5161 Amos 5al9). . . 

The remnant of Jae.ob will be among the nations 
In the midst of many peoples 

Like a lion among the beasts of the scrub. 
Like a young lion amid flocks of sheep, 
Which (>aser), when he passes through, he 

tramples and seizes prey -• no rescue 
is possible (Micah 5s7}. 
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For I will be like a lion (~;ih:->.l) to Ephro.im; 
Like a younL; lion (kr:'</~,., ·~o tho ho1.1se 
of Juu:.ih 

I my3·;}lf ·r:ill selz•:l prey and prws on, 
I will c~u-ry off -.,. no r1:lcc1.11:i i::: po:rnible 

(Hosea 51 ll~). 

D'lstructiv.ene:ss anrl ferocity ir{ the point of comparison 

in Deut. J.31201 

(Gad) couches like a lion, 
He t~ars a limb -- th~ pate as well, 

If there is a his tol'ic circvnst:mcc tchind the sayine, 

beyond the picture of general ferocity, it is described 

(verse 21) only in th~ mo3t general terms,47 Cross 

and Freedman are undoubtedly correct in suppo::iing that 

somethinG has been lost from the sayin~ about Gad, and 

that thei.·e ia no cor,r . .:ction b~t·::een vcr:;e 20a and 

Isaiah J016 is ar.othet:' of those passages which use 

anirn3.l im'lgcry t~ ch1ractcriz13 cert'.lin localities1 in 

this inntance it is the !\egeb, of v:hich i.t is saids 
. 49 

The lion (l:;:1t>) ur.d J."'··~~-lion are there 
The viFr :;.:-;.d flyir1;; ~h. 

The opposite in st.:-eseed in thP. (p8.radisa.ical) pie ture 

of the future ro:'.'.d to Zion in Ir.. J.5191 

There will be no lion there, 
The ravenoun b'.rn.st ;;hall r-.:>t come up there. 

Allied to thee<:? ari~ the <le3cripticino of the lfon's be­

nit;n b.::ihavior in Is. ·1117 und 651?.5, ·:•hN·c it is said 

that he is d~stinP.d to "e:it r:t1:1\·1 lik~ cattle." 
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The lion is un ::>pt corr.purlson for the pcrnon of 

the king, 

Tho ani;,;cr of the kin.; is like th0 ronl'.' of a 
lions 

But like ~ow upon gca3s in his favor 
(Prov, 10112), 

The terror (inspired by) th~ king is like 
· the ronr of a lions · 
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He who (pul'.'rio::;eJ.y) nn~CL·s hi:11 is (delib8ratoly) 
harrnln;; himself5'J 

(Pcov. 20s2; see alGo Prov, 28115), 

Ar. a. symbol of royalty, the lion is utilizod by Ezekiel 

in a lament (Ezek, 1911-9), A3 ~uilenburg notes 

"(Ezekiel's) imagery is clearly derived from th~ royal 

ideology of the Davidic house, 11 51 The mother-lion is 

·the tribe of Judah (Gen, 4919:52 Ni:n, 2)1241 2419) 

with t':lo Gons C Jcho.'liv1z and Jehoiachim) pictured as 

two young lion:;, It ag:ii:"l occurs in Ezek, J212. in con-

nection with. the Zc;yptian royal house, but the imrr.>rt 

of the passage is not clear, r.:a:1y comJ1<mtatol'S chal-

from Provarbs, lH:e those of ,;.11,00 (Jr4 a.ad Jr8 -- see 

above, p.8~):.; t1•e:;n ·~he con:::ist·~ncy of t•eact5-on to cer-

tain ·Si tuatiotis 'Jy both the "kir;;; of bea:>ts" a11c1 the~ 

kings o! inrm. 

Another wi3dom saying involving the lion, 

again in two vn:::iant form:~, is !'rov. 2::!1lJ and 26s1Ja 
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The loafer says, "There is a lion ()Rr!) 
outside 

a man-eator5~ (>erar.ea~) on the streets• 
(Prov. 22113). 

The loafer says, "There is a lion (satial) on 
· the road, 
a lion (>art) in the streets" 
(Prov. 2611J). 
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Notes to Section D 

1 
D. w. Thomas, "Kelebh 'Dog' a Its Origin and. 

Some Usages of it in the Old Testament," :£,! 10 {1960), 

410-2?. G. w. Coats, "Self-Abasement and Insult For­

mulas," JBL 89 (19?0), 14~26, is an excellent treat-

ment. 

2 
For examples from the Amarna material see EA, 

Glossary, !.•.!• Jm.Um1 also fJ!!! 424b, sec, .s. 

) 
The chief text under consideration here is Q1Q! 

16 (II Keret) I,2, l.5f.1 II, 100, kklb. bbtk. n<tq.// 

k>inr >ap, b~tk, The text is rendered quite differently, 

e,g,, by H. L. Ginsberg, The Legend of King Keret, 

~Supplementary Studies Nos, 2-J (New Haven, ·1946), 

p. 26rt. and p, 4Jt. The various suggestions for 

tr~nslation are cata).ogued by J, Gray, The KR'l' Text 

in the .Li:teratul-e of Ra~ Shamra (2nd ed. s Leiden, 

1964) P• 6J.f'. See most recently M. Dahood, "Ugaritic­

Hebrew Syntax and Style," Ugari t-Forschun~en l {1969), 

p, 28, and compare. Ugaritica V, text number l (RS, 

-24,258] 11,12-lJ, The correct reading for the latter 

passage is given by D. R, Hillers, "Some Bo.oks Recently 

Received," ~ 198 .(19?0), p. 461 h:n. lm.: k:ib, 

t'dbn // nsb p inr. t<dbn. ktp •. 
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4 
Letter II, Jf .1 V, Jf .1 VI, 2f., and perhaps to 

be restored els·ewhere. In view of the formulaic 

character Of t~e phrase, the suggestion to read ~ 

as the proper name 'Caleb' in Lachish Letters II, V 

and VI (so ~· Jopsen, "Orel Westsemitische Inschriften," 

-_MIO 15 (1969), 4-5) is not at all convincing. 

5 
See the list of D, w. Thomas, 21?• !:.!!•• p. 41?, 

n. Ut, 

6 
With Torezyner (Tur-Sinai), Laehish I 1 The 

Lachish Letters (Oxford, l9J8), p. J9f, The phrase 

of II Sam. J18, hariPs kc_leb anolt'l, is apparently of 

the same import, but in this case denying an insult, 

Thomas, 21?• cit., pp. 41?-23 see.ks to establish the 

meaning "baboon" for the phrase (Greek1 kunokeohalos)a 

his solution is attractive, although no parallels from 

the semitic languages are cited. Thomas includes in 

his study a survey of attempts at the solution of the 

passage, 

? -
In view of Jer, 15rJ, it ls difficult to concur 

with Dahood (Psalms, II, p. 14i) that "sword". and "dog" 

in.Psalm 22121 exhibit an "unexampled parallel." 
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F. ~· Fensham, "The Dog in Exodus XI ?," YI 16 

(1966), 504-7 sees the stateoent there ("against the 

people of Israel • • • not a dog shall growl .. ) as the 

opposite ot the curse of being eaten by dogs .• 

8 
Similar phraseology is found in Akkadian. See 

Esarhaddon's Vassal Treaty, 11. 451-.52 and 483-4 

(ANET, Suppl., 5J8b, 5J9aJ Also Hill.era, Treaty-

Curses, p. 68f. 

9 
Reading !!!!! •tail" with LXX (kerkouJ for MT 

'zny "ears.• 
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contused as to offer little helpa i.e., Hebrew !!!U is 

rendered as siren, dragon, bird, ostrich, and lion. 

Driver aptly remarks that the names for jackal and fox 

in Hebrew and Arabic were apparently used indiscrimi­

nately, and. notes that everything which is said of 

toxes (see below) also pertains to jackals, but that 

•jackal" alono suits all passages. Also pertinent is 

the discussion of B, Albrektson, Studies in the Text 

and Theology of the Book of Lamentations, Studia 

Theologica Lundensia 21 (Lund, 196J), pp. 174ff, 

11 
· The reading of LXX, domata, is not to be pre-

terred, Although ne>wot midbar is a frequent phrase 

in the o.T., the introduction of the phrase removes any 

threatening tone from the second colon ot the verae. 

In support of MT cf, the phrase of Is,; J4sl3 ~ 

tannim, 

·12 
Hillers, Treaty-Curses, pp, 44-54, esp. SJt. 

l) 
For this imagery see,· in addition to those cited 

above, p,781 Borger, Esarhaddon, p, 107, Para• 68, 

•the fox and the hyena made their lairs (in the devas­

tated cities)"s Sefire I,A,J2f, "And may Arpad become ~ 
• ? ~ 

mound to [house the desert animal] a the gazelle and the 

f'ox •••• • 
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And from the Lamentation over the Destruction of Ur 

(Sumerian) a •tn the rivers of my city dust has ·been 

gathered, into :fox-dens verily they have been made" 

(!@!, 460b). 

The weakened and eroded walls of deserted cities 

were observed to collapse under the minimal weight of 

such a prowling beast, and hence a poorly constructed 

wall is ridiculed as being one that would collapse 

under the weight of a fox/jackal -- Nehemiah 3•3.5. 

Zimmerli, Ezekiel, BKAT XIII (Neukirchen, 19.58)~ p, 

291 sees the latter passage as helping to explain "the 

lit~e foxes that spoil the vineyards" (Song of Songs 

2al.5)a the false prophets in Ezek, 1314 are "gleich 

den b8sen F{lchsen im Weinberg, die aich in den ein­

gerissenen Mauern tummeln und die ~eben sch!l.digen,• 

14 
.convincingly shown by K. Elliger 1 "Das Ende der 

'Abendw~lfe,••Fcstschrift A, Bertholet, ed, W, ... . 

Baumgartner, !! !!:_. (Tubingen, 19.50), 1.58-7.5. I 

cannot, however, agree with Elliger's proposed read­

ing of Zeph. 313, in spite of his exhaustive exami­

nation of a host of proposals. Is the solution per­

haps much nearer at hand? Read for i> grmw lbqr, 

iG garem~ (or a Piel form) lebaqar, "They do indeed 

gnaw (the bones of') the cattle·," See also M. Stenzel, 
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•zum Verst&ndnis von Zoph III JB," ~ l (1951), 

JOJ-5. 

l.S 
On this passage see the remarks of D. H, 

MGller, •oer Prophet Ezekiel entlehnt eine Stelle des 

Propheten Zephanja und,glossiert sie,• ~ 19 (1905), 

.26J-70, 

~ A ~ 
So the J:laddu of Hab, 118. See !£~/• p, 280a 

and G~ R, Driver, "Hebrew Notes,• ~ 52 (1934), p, 

54, The parallelism of IJ.dd and qll occur·s also in 

Ahiqar, line.JS. The swiftness of the wolf is a 

frequent element in Sumerian literature, See the ex­

amples of Heimpel, Tierbilder, PP• J46f. 

17 
So also in Akkadian literature, See Gilgamesh 

XI, 11. l86ff. (~, 95a), 

18 
For the translation of bnbboqer • • • ia<ereb 

as •from morning •• , till evening,• a merism for 
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"all day long,• see M. Dahood, Ugaritic-Hebrew Philology, 

Biblica et Orientalia 17 (Rome, 1965), p, 27 

19 
H.-J. Zobel, Stammesspruch und Geschichte, p, 25, 

20 . 
. Perhaps introduced from Is, 66125, 
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. 21 
The transiation is that of s. N. Kramer, ANET, 

)8a, where further literature is given, See the 

translation of lines 19-20 given by Hcimpel, Tierbllder, 

p, 4171' "The malt which the widow has spread out on 

the roof, this malt the birds of the sky do not devours" 

and of line 17 (~ •• p •. 354)1 "It does not come to 

mind to the pariah-dog to kill a kid," 

22 
s. N. Kramer, Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta 

(Philadelphia, 1952), pp. 14-15. Ibid,, "Man's Golden 

Ages A Sumerian Parallel to Gen. XI,l," ~ 63 

(1943), 191-941 ~ •• "The 'Babel of Tonguesa• A. 

Sumerian Version," ~ 88 (1968)~ 108-111, See also 

Heimpel, Tierbilder, p. 354, and Phoenix 15 (1969), 

225rr. 

23 
Hillers, Treaty-Curses~ p. 56 and n. J8, calls 

attention to the motif of the "lion bore£t of cubs,~ 

which occura in the Oilgamesh ERic (ANET, 88a). To 

this may be added also the passage from Iliad XVIII, 

316 •. This is one of those motives cited by T. B. L. 

Webster, From Mycenae to Hornet: (Ne?t York, 1964), p. 82, 

in his c:liscussion of the connections between Near­

Bastern a.~d early Mediterranean literatures. 
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24 
See the Egyptian "Tho Story ot Two Brothers, 11 

Mm!• 2.4a1 "Then the lad (became] like a leopard with 

(great) rage,• 

25 
More precisely, the rhetorical question is a 

frequently used "sprtichw8rtliche Redensart," In this 

case, it is also the content which suggests a wisdom 

classification (i,e., generalization based on experi­

ence). Jer. 1212,Jb cinches the case by supplying the 

precise refel'ence of the general proverbial statement 

of 2Ja. A helpful study of forms of wi,sdom sayings 

both within and outside of the "Wisdom Literature" of 

·the O,T. is given by H.-J. Hermisson, Studien zur 

Israelitiachen Spruchweisheit, ~ 28 (Neukirchen, 

1968), passim and especially chapter three, 

26 
MT >as~r of Hosea 1317 should be conriected 

with Aramaic ~ewar, "to j~mp up, leapa" Arabic s~ra, 

·"to assault, assail," So I, Eitan, "Biblical Studies," 

fil!Q! 14 (1939), p, 5. Eitan makes note of the natural 

progression.of the verbs in vv.?-81 "I will leap, •• 

confront •• , tear , •• devour.• 

27 
Hillers, Treaty-Curses, pp • .5,5-6, 
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28 
On other references to swine, esp, Isaiah 6,5141 

6613, 17, see R, Devaux, "Les sacrifices de pores en 

Palestine et dans l'Ancien Orient,• Bible et Orienj! 

(Paris, 1967) 499 .. 516, esp, 514ff, (=Von Uearit nach 

Qumran1 Festschrift ft\r Otto Eissfeldt, ~ 11 

(Berlin, 19.58), 250-65,) 

Mice also are mentioned in Is, 66117. No imagery, 

strictly speaking, is involved hero, nor in I Sam. 6, 

passim. 

29 
The word mim.~econat3 appears to be outside of 

the dominant mater of the section, H, w. Wolff retains 

it in the text, with som~ hesitution, remarking that 

the other sentences in the section vv. 3-6 all include 

a locative determination. H. w. Wolff, Amos' geistige 

Heimat, ~ 18 (Neukirchcn, 1964), p, 5~. n,l. · 

JO 
This image is found also in Greek literature, 

as noted already by Lo·ilth. Cf. Iliad XVIII. 16lff. and 

XII, 299ff. 

Jl 
On the forms m~tai1ec8t and ma1te<8t,. see M. 

Dahood, •The Etymology of ?i!alta'ot (Ps, .58,?),• CBQ -
. 17 (19.55)' 180-J. 
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32 
On Psalm 22117 and other problems of vv. 14 

and 22, see the commentaries, esp. the discussi9ns ot 

Dahood and Kraus. 

" On the translation of the preposition l? in 

beptmS [Dahood renders, 11 rip out • • • from their 

mouths 11 Psalma, llo pp. 56 nnd 60], see the remarks of 

c. Brekelmans, "Some Considerations on the Translation 

ot the Psalms by M. Dahood," Ugarit-Forschungen I 

(1969), p. 10. 

34 
See M. Pope, l2.!?, Anchor Bible 15 , p. 180, 

with reference to the suggestions of s. Mowinckel, 

"saJ:al, • in Hebrew and Semi tic St\tdies Presented. to 

G. R. Driver (ox:rord, 1963), 95-lOJ. 

JS. 
For an introduction to this work and a trans-

lation, see L:imbert, BabyJ.onian Wisdom Literature, 

pp. 6)-91. 

)6 
Ibid., pp. 74-75. Also Mill!• Suppl.. 602. 

37 o. Gurney, "The Cuthean Legend ot Naram-Sin, 11
• 

Anatoliim Studies 5 (1955), p. 102, 11. 80-8J. Naram-

Sin was remembered in literary texts as one w~o defied 
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the will of the gods, See the introduction and text 

ot The Curse of Ag::ide in ANET, ~ •• 646-651. 

JS 
Jeremiah here has broken up between two cola 

the stereotyped phrase >aryeh ma3titt "ravaging lion•a 

cf, Jer. 21JO. 

J9 
For the second half of the verse see the com-

mentary of Bright, !!! loc, (following sHJ and the ver­

sions). The New English Bible is certainly in error in 

referring v. J8a to the populace, rather than (properly) 

to Yahweh, mentioned explicitly in v, J6 as the author 

of the deprndations upon the land, 

40 
NEB's •rounding up• is an apt rendering. For 

other problems of the text cf. BHJ and the commentnries~ 

41 
'l'he second bl-colon does not continue the imagery 

of the lion •. See R, Gordis, •Psalm 9-10 -- A Textual 

and Exegetical Study,• JQR 48 (19.57), 16-17 • 
. - .. 

42 
The suggestion to attach dimyonS to the pre-

ceding colon (Dahood, Psalms,!,, !.!! loc.) is elaborated 

by N, J, Tromp, Primitive Conceptions of Death and the 

Netherworld in the Old Testament, Biblica et Orientaiia 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



105 

21 (Rome, 1969), p. 84f. This creates metrical problems 

and leaves verse 11 with a 0•5)line most unusual. 

i.3 
Dahood, Psalms,!, P• 206. 

44 
Reading mecara for MT mir<eh, "pastUrage ... 

4S 
The versions read lby'.as various forms.of the 

verb bw>. 

46 
· Note that, as in other cases, e.g., Isaiah 

3114, the imagery is extended by a clause introduced 

with >8~er. 

4? 
H,-J. Zobel, stammesspruch, p. 4or. 

48 
Cross and Freedman, "The Blessing of Moses,• 

JBL 67 (1948), p, 208, :i. 6?. Zobel, 21!• cit., p, _)9 

apparently takes Cross and Freedman to support exactly 

the opposite view, 

49 
The reading ~ is suggested by!!!!,) and many 

commentators. MT's ~ is attested also by LXX, but 

is difficult to construe. We are supposing a haplo-

graphy from an original layi~ srun, the final hm being a - . 
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later addition. (So A. B, Ehrlich, Randglossen, 

vol. IV, p. 107.) The difficulty resulting appar­

ently led IQisa to .the reading w9 'Sn mayim, which, 

however, qoes not commend itself as original, See 

Kutscher, The Lan.guage and Llnguistic Backgroimd of' 

the Isaiah Scroll (Jerusalem, 1959), p, 429, 

so 
The difficulties of translating the verse and 
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various suggestions are detailed in W, McKane, Proverbs1 

A New Approach (Philadelphia, 1970), p, S4Jf, 

Sl 
J. Muilenburg, "Ezekiel," in Peakes's Com-

mentary (J,ondon, 1962), p. 579, So also H. o, May, 

Ezekiel, ll . VI (New York, 1956), p, l6Jf, 

S2 
The troublesome phrase mtrp bny <1yt, I 

translate "on prey, my son, you have grown strong,• 

See E, Sellin, "Zu dem Judai:;pruch im Jaqobssegen Gen. 

49 8-12 und im f!losesegan Deut 33 7," ZAW 60 (1949), 

p, 60. Similarly, Speiser, Genesis, ~ J,Q£. A dif­

ferent solution is advanced by Zobel, Stammesspruch, 

p, 11, 

SJ 
Seeing in >r~9 a word for lion is suggested by 

the parallelism (as in 26113). Dahood sees the form 
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wi~h prosthetic alcEh as a Phoenicianiam. M. Dahood, 

•The Phoenician Contribution to Biblical Wisdom Litera­

tu:['e, •The Role of the Phoenicians in the Interaction 

ot Mediterranean Civilizations, ed. W. A. Ward (Beirut, 

1968). p. 128, 

10? 
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E. Beasts of Burden and Herd Animals 

Old Testament poetical literature does not con­

tain Dlal'ly references to CAMELS, The few that occur 

demonstrate well the devices of the poet in animal 

imagery, such as pairing the adult and its young. 

A multitude of camels ( gemallim) •till cover 
yous 

Young camels (bikr~) of f.!idian and Ephah 
(Isaiah 6016).-- · 

or, the poet may pair caw~!S with ol:her like anlmal9 i 

beasts or purden or domestic herds. 

They bear their ri~hos on t!le sho11lder3 or 
asses 
~--their treasures on the humpR of camels 
(Isa,iah J016). · 

While not imagery in the strictest sense, "riders on 

· camels" !ll'e mentioned in Isaiah 2117 along with "horse­

men in pairs" and "riders on asses" to indicate means 

108 

ot getting recent information from distant points. The 

number of camgla is often given to indicate great wealth 

and power (Judg<?o 61S1 71121 I Kings 10121 Job laJt 

42tl2, ~.! !!•>• and as a representative item of property, 

the loss of camels aignals a generai despoilationa 

fheir camels ahaJ.l be plunder 
(Their) herds of cattle booty 

(Jeremiah 491J2). 

· An interesting problem in translation is given by 

Ezekiel 2.51.5• 
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I will establish.Rabbah (Rnbbah) as a 
pastura~e of camels 

And Ammon (.£_'~Amman) a corral for flocks. 

Here· the duality of the verso structure has led the 

poet to break up between the two cola the proper name 

of a citys Rabbath-Bene-Ammon {so in II Samuel 12126, 

271 17127 !! !,!.) • T)1is is reflected in virtually none· 

of the modern translationss indeea, it is almost im­

possible to do so. 

A rather lengthy description of the activities ot . 

animals in heat, particularly the ASS, is utilized in 

Jeremiah 2i2Jf. as an image of the idolatrous practices 

of Israels 

(You are like) a svtift she-camel 
interlacing her tracks, 

Or a wild ass accustomed to the steppe. 
In her heat of desire, 

she sniffs the wind. 
Who can restrain her in heat? 

Any (male) who seeks her 
need not tire himself. 

They will find her in her time. 

109 

[L. Koehler has made a suggested emendation, 

widely adopted, in his article, MBeobachtungen 

· am Hebrllischen und griechischen Text von 

Jeremia Kap. 1•9,- fil 29 (1909), p. J5f. to 

read p0r~ah, -breaking out- (into the desert), 

·based on the verb of·LXX platunthesetai, 

which is used to render pr~ in Gen. 28114. 

It seems, however, that platuno means rather 
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•to spread out" than •break away," or the 

like, and while it is appropriate for the 

Genesis passage, it does not suit Jeremiah 

and is not to be preferred. 

110 

Recently, MT has been defended by K. E. Bailey 

and w. Holladay, "The •young camel' and 'wild 

ass' in Jer. II, 23-25," Y! 18 (1968), 256-60. 

This article, incidentally, gives a convenient 

summary of suggestions of the.various com­

znentators. According to Bailey and Holladay, . 

we are to understand the initial bi-colon as 

one of ambivalence ("like a camel or like a 

wild ass"). The fe~inine verbal forms are 

chosen because of the consistent feminines 

from verse 16 on. The authors note that only 

the ~ camel comes into heat, not the fe­

male, and that the emphasis in bikrah ~s on 

youthfulness (as also Akkadian bakru, see AHw 
. . - -
and Q.!12 ~·!•) rather than sex, stre~sing the 

.•skittery" nature of the young camel. They 

tllen document the "dramatic and vulgar habits" 

.of the female ass in heat. The dual reference 

is picked up again in verse 25 with reference 

t~ both "fe~t" (as is said of the camel) and 

•throat" or "appetite" (cf. the reference to 
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the 11 deaire• of the wild ass). Their treat­

ment is most convinCing.) · 

There remains a very ancient passage which needs 

discussions Gen. 49114. Recent surveys do ~ot ad· 

vance the study ot this passage to any degree. 

111 

[The treatment of H.-J. Zobel in stnmmosspruch, 

p. l6f. is rather brief. He remains with 

•strong-boned ass• as a translation of hmr 
' . ..:.__ 

~· although this yields little sense. The 

passages Job 40118.and Prov. 25115, cited by 

Zobel for support on p. 160 n. 72 0 in no way 
~ . . 

suggest a satisfactory meaning for grm here. . ~-

s~ I. Feigin, •ffamo.r Garim, 'Castrated Ass,•• 

~ S (1946), 2JO·JJ, suffers mainly in fail­

ing to give evidence for his supposition and. 

proposed translation, in that he does not 

show that asses were actually castrated in 

antiquity (or modern times either, fo_r that 

matter). He does give a valuable catalogue 

of commentators' opinions on the verseJ 

All that can be gleaned from the versions is support 

tor th~ material reading ,e• which was connected with . 

gerem •bone• (except LXX, which smacks of conjecture -
here). Since all attempts to link the word to ~ 

yield little sense, the obvious solution is to see ~ 

. I 

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
None set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jaredbeverly

jaredbeverly
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jaredbeverly



as ger •resident alien• plus cnclitic mem (or attach - . -- . 

the ~ to the following word). This suits admirably 

what is said of Issachar at the conciusion of verse 1.5, 

•he undertook corvee labor.• . w. P. Albright has made 

sense out of· the text by redivision and revision of 

the vocalization of hmr. 

Yissakar ~a!!!?lSr ger 

marbts b~n (ham)mi~petayim 

lssachar is a (resident) alien donkey-driver 

Who camps between tho (camp-fire) hearths.l 

The most frequEntly used term f'ot• an ass io ham8r, -·--. 
although its u·tilizatlon in poatry is not as extensive 

~s one might expect in a society where the ass played · 

such an important economic role. It does serve as 

•typical' of personal property, along with the ox. 

They drive off the nss of the fatherless, 
They take in pledge the ox of the widow 
(Job 24aJ). · 

Compare the protestation of Suwardata in the Amarna 

correspondence (~ 280s26!f.)a "Let the king, my lord, 

inquire 'ithether I have taken from him a man or a single 

ox or an ass.• 

Isaiah contrasts the stupidity of breaking cove­

nant with the elemental knowledge that even an ox or 

an ass possess, 
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The ox knows its owner 
and an ass his master's stable, 

(But) Israel does not have any knovlledgo • 
my people does not understand 

(Isaiah 113 er. Jer. 81?, supra, page 56). 

Another section or Isaiah, 32115-20, of disputed 

authorship, describes the almost messianic situation 

(rather than paradisaical picture elsewhere, i.e., 

911-?a llal-9) under just kings, including the follow­

ing, again pairing the ox and assa 

Happy will you be, sowing alongside every 
waterway, 

Freeing the tether of the ox and the ass 
(Isaiah 32120). 

The casual manner of discarding the corpse of an. 

ass serves Jeremiah as an image of ignominious burial 

for an evil king (Jarendah 221191 cf. 36130)1 

He will be buried with the burial of an ass1 
dragged along and cast out 

beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 

The sexual activity of various equines is alluded 

to often in poetic imagery (Hosea 8191 Jer. 21241 

Jer. 5181 1312?). Ezekiel 23120 seems to show, by its 

structure, poetic fragments imbeded in prose1 the 

pairing of two equines, the horse and the ass. 

She lusted after their male prostitutes, 
whose members were like asses• members, 

and whose issue was like horses• 
issue, 

[This type of comparison is frequent in 

Mesopotamian incanta.tions. See R. D. Biggs, 

11~ 
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SA,ZI,GAa Ancient Mesopotaminn Potency In­

cantations, Texts from Cuneiform Sources II 

(Locust Valley. N.Y~a 1967) No, 1. p, 17. 

Unes 12-lJa 

IncantatiOna Wild ass who had an 
erection for mating. 

Who has darnnened your ardor? 
Violent. stailiori whose sexual excitement 

is a devastating flood ·, , , , 

Compare No, J2, line 271 •tet him swell up 

likeanas[s?]. See also Nos, 2. Sandl4,]2 

Asses must, or course. be treated according to their 

disposition, This serves as a model in human affairsa 

The whip for the horse 
--the bridle for the ass 

--a stick for the back of fools 
(Proverbs 261J), 

Th~ she·-ass p at8n>. is orten paired with its 

offspring the ass-foal (<aylr),3 This, along with· 

other considerations, has led.Albright to propose for 

Judges Saloa· 

rokeb~ 'atonat ~e~orSt 

yaseba 'al mdn ~ayir) 

O riders on tawny she-asses. 4 Ye who sit on caparisoned (male donkeys) ? 

Zechariah 919 is pertinent here, with c ayir ben 

'~on~t parallel to ~amSr, again the adult and its 

offspring,S Genesis 49111 employs the same devices 

Bi.riding his ass (<'lroh) to. the vine, · . 
To the gr_ ape

6
vine his asses• coit (bent 

1 aton6) -
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The wild ass or ONAGF.R (pore>) ls consistently 

connected with the steppe and wasteland (Jer. 21241 

Job 24151 Job 39151 Jer. 14161 [4816 i) ). To the fore .. 

going examples .should be added now Genesis 161121 

pere> ~· "wild ass of the steppe, u a characteriza­

tion of the bedu Esau. M. Dahood has"established the 

meaning "earth, steppe" for the masculine >adam, like 

the feminine 'adamah,7 This conventional expression is 

similar to the Akkadian "wild ass of the steppe" 

(sirrimu ~eri),8 and says much the same of Esau as is 

said of Enkidu in the Gilgamesh Epic, where he is 

characterized as having a gazelle for a mother and a 

wi.ld ass for a father, one who frequents the steppe-

land (cf. ANET, 506b).9 

The wild ass is paired with other denizens of such 

territory, as the jackals (Jer. 1416). "beasts of the 

steppes" (Psalm 104111) and, in its feeding behavior, 

with an OX (Job 6151 see Daniel 5121). 

Onagers were prized for breeding with domestic 

strains of the aas, and there are references to this 

practice.in Assyrian texts.10 One may wonder if this 

is not what lies behind the grouping of ideas in Hosea 

8191 
For they have gone up to iisyria-­

A solitary wild ass. · 
Ephraim has hired lovers. 

115 
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The farSd is another term for the onager, alter­

nating with pare> in Job 3915, and most probably also 

·Isaiah )2114 and Jer. 48.6, both passages similar to 

common curse formulae. 

·For the palace will be forsaken, 
the populous ctty deserteds 

The hill and the wntchtower 
will become ani~al lairs perpetually 

A pleasurable place for wild asses (pnra'1m)1 
a pastureland for onagers (' ar8d'1m) 

(Isaiah 32114).12 

Flee and save your lives: 
And become like an onager (ke'ar8d) 
in the steppel3 

(Jer. 48.6). 

The Akkadian curse material has been assembled by 

Hillers.14 TYt:>ical of these is that of the Esarhaddon 

Treaty, lines 419-211 

·May Sin, the luminary of heaven and earth, 
clothe you in leprosy and (thus) not permit 
you to enter the presence of god and king1 

116 

roam the open country as a wild ass or gazelle: 
(~, Suppl., 538a) • · 

With Jeremiah 4816 compare especially the Annals of 

Ti~ath-Pilesar (ANET, 284a)a 

(Samsi. queen of Arabia) 
fled to save her life to 
Waterless region (lit. I 
like a wild donkey mare. 

• • • she herself 
the tovm Bazu, a 
a place of thirst) 

The pered, MULE, does not figure in poetry, with 

the exception of Psalm 3219, where it is paired with 

the horse as an animal whose inclinations must be curbed 

with bridie and bit.IS 
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The phrase •strong as a bull" is one utilized by 

the Old Testament poet as well as hie modern coiintcr­

parts. Referring to the. defeat of the Assyrians, 

Isaiah presenta Yahweh's claim• 

Like a bull I have brought down the enthroned 
ones 

(Isaiah 10•13), 

One is. reminded immediately of th.e heraldic representa­

tions of the Egyptian palettes, where the tossing bull 

symbolizes the .sovercignis defeat of his enemies, See, 

e,g,, ~. Nos, 291 and 297. In Jeremiah 46115 the 

Apis bull, emblematic of the Egyptian might and divine 

protection as the incarn~tion ot Ptah, .. is_ referred to 

in the prophets taunt song, "Why did Apis flee? (reada 

. ~ tiaf) /I yol.lt" bull did not stand," Verses 20 and 21 

call Egypt, by contrast, a "pretty heifer" and her 

mercenaries "fatted calves" fit for slaughter, It is 

the formidable :power of the bull that supplies the 

meaning of Psalm 22alJ, •r.tany bulls (par1m) have sur­

rounded me, II B~lls ('abb1:r$) of Bashart. have encircled 

me, .. 

·In the sacrificial context of Isaiah J4s6-7 there 

is no need to see anything other than a reference to 

animals' 

Yahweh has a sword steeped in blood, 
It is sated with fat, 

Prom the fat of lambs and goats, 
From the fat of the kidneys of rams, 

ll? 
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For there is a sacrifice for Yahweh in Bozrah, 
A great slaughter in the land of Edom. 

Wild oxen (and fattlinga) 16 shall fall, 
Both steers and bulls, · 

'And their land shall be sated with blood, 
Their soil sated with fat. 

When the composition of the chapter is viewed as a 

whole, one can posit the extermination of domestic 

stock as a prelude to the land becoming a haven for 

exotic beasts (v. llff.). ·So, in Jeremiah 50t2?, a 

doom oracle on Babylon, "Slay all her bulls" (i.e., 

end the fertili~y of the herds), is paralleled by the 

destruction of grain supplies in verse 26. This is not 

to deny that the des.truction of people is implied in 

the total description, but we do resist making bul­

locks into warrlorsa who then ls sylilbollzed by the 

grain? 

(:he opposite view, namely, that the passage 

from Jeremiah as well as that from Isaiah 34, 

refers to "classes .of people" ls adopted by 

P. D. Miller, Jr., "Animal Names as Desig­

nations in Ugaritic and Hebrew, "Uga,rlt­

Forschun~en 2 (1970), 1 ??-186, esp. p •. · 184. 

The article as a whole seems to draw to­

gether all possible instances of the use of 

aiU.mal names for designating persons, includ-.. 
ing many suggested instances which must.be 

rejected on closer examination. So, for 

/· 
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.example, the suggestion that sebt in Isaiah 
~-

2)•9 is such a name (after Dahood) a 

•boauty" is an established word in the vo­

~abula.ry of Is~iah, and the combination 

with the term ga' en 11 glory11 is attested in .. 

Ezekiel 7120, The progression of words in 

J;s. 2)19, 11 glory, beauty and honor" does not 

need any 11 improvement11 by introducing 

•gazelles, 11 i,e,, •princes," Or again, 

Miller cites"the reading 'eltm 11 rams" at 

Paalm 2911 concluding (p. 186)1 11 Although 

this is not the preferred reading, it is an 

example of the practice presented here, 11 

How this can be, I know notJ 

The term 'abbtr is used also of ~stallions• -- a 

meaning clearly indicated by the demands of parallelism 

and context. 

From Dan is heard the snorting of his 
horses (sumiy\li) 

From the noise of the neighing of his 
·steeds (>abbtrayw) the whole land quakes 

(Jeremiah 8116) • 

The noioe of the horses awakens the picture of an ad~ 

vancing army, It is chariot horses that the writer 

had in mind, This is .. spelled out in Jeremiah 471)1 

At the noise of the pounding of his stallions• 
hooves --
The rattling of his chariots --

The rumble of their wheels • • • • 
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Th~ composer of the poetic' song in Judges 5 uses the 

same motifa 

His mighty chargers pounded1 
Hammered the hoovea of the horses1 · 17 R~ced chariot-races his stallions 

(Judges .5122). 

The phrase of Jeremiah 50sll,•neighlng like stal­

lions,• is attributed to the Babylonians and strikes a 

different note a the picture, paired Y1i th "frisking 

like calves at pasture,• seems to imply unhindered 

movements,18 

120 

~abbirim, •strong ones," •1eaders• in I Sam. 

2118, Job 241221 34120, Lam. 1115, need not 

be seen as an extension of meaning from "bull• 

or •stallion,• but as reflecting the root 

meaning of the word •strong." The same ap­

plies, of course, to the expression > abb'tr~ 

~ "strong of heart,• •stubborn• in Isaiah 

461121 Psalm ?616. 

~bb!rtm "strong ones" refers apparently to 

•angels' in Psalm ?8125. See Wisdom of 

Solomon 16120 and the expression of Psalm 

l03a20 gibber~ koa~. "men of strength," re­

ferring to divine emisaariesJ 

Psalm 22 mentions "bulls" among many other animal 

metaphors describing the adversa~ies of the sufferers 
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Mighty bulls (par1m rA.bbfm) surround me, 
Bulls of Bash~asan) encircle me 
(Psalm 22113). --

It must remain debatable whether or not the mention of 

enetuies in animal metaphor is meant to indicate demonic 

beings in animal guise. Admittedly Psalm 22, with its 

vivid references to death (vv. 16, JO), presents the 

best occasion for those who would see in the animals 

mentioned (bulls, lions, dogs) "hellish fiends" from 

the underworld. Still, there is nothing to compel one 

to this point of view in the Psalm, and even less out­

side Psalm 22.19 

There remains the mention of bulls in Psalm 681Jl. 

Coming from what Dahood refers to as "widely admitted 

as textually and exegetically the most difficult and 

obscure of all the psalms."20 The verse remains quite 

unique and equally obscure, Other uses of bull-imagery 

in the Old Testament do not offer anything toward 

solution.21 

The CALF ('egel) is among those animals mentioned 

as grazing and resting in deserted cities1 Isaiah 

27110 (for parallels, see above, page ?Er.)1and see also 

Isaiah 7125 where oxen and sheep are said to feed on 

formerly cultivated land, 

A common image is the frolicking of calves 1 a 

picture of carefree behavior. 
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You shall go out gambolling like calves from 
tho stall 

(Malachi 3120), 22 

Compare the Esarhnddon text, (ANET, 289b)1 

• • • they went over in masses to me and 
rallied behind me. Like lambs they 
gambolled • • • • 

Psalm 2916 refers only to the motions 

He makes Lebanon skip llke a calf 
Sirion (h~ makes to skip) like n young 
wild ox,2J 

But such frolicking often implies in addition a lack 

ot concern or awareness of the seriousness of the situ­

ation and of impending disaster (so Jeremiah 50111 (of 

Babylon] a "frolic like a calf in the grass" 24 -- the 

following verses tell of destruction to come)1 or a 

need for discipline (so Jeremiah 30118), By contrast, 

the "well-trained.heifer" (<eglah m0 lummadah) of Hosea 

10111 exemplifi.es an acceptance of discipline (i.e., 

the calf that treads grain without being yoked), 2.5 

Where the WILD OX (Aucrochs1 re)em) is mentioned, it 

is usually with r£iference to his magnificent horns ·-­

"horn" being the symbol of power (e,g,, I Samuel 2111 

II Sam, 2213 (= Ps, 1813] 1 Jer. 481251 Psalm 7515, 

111 ~91181 1481141 Lam, 21J and elsewhere),26 

Thus the poet writes in Deut. 33117, speaking of 

the tribe of Josepha · 
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His first•born bull has majesty, 
His horns are the horns of a wild ox, 
With them he gores the nations, 
He attacks (?)27 the ends o.f the earth, 

The Psalm writer speaks of his (unspecified) victory 

in similar terms1 

You have exalted my horns(s) 
like (those of) the wild ox 

(Psalm 92111), 

And in Psalm 22122, this imagery is paired with that of 

the lion in describing a powerful enemy1 

Save me from the mouth of the lion1 
And give me victory28 over the horns of 

the wild oxen, 

The consistency of the imagery involving the ox must 

12} 

b~ taken into account in attempts to understand the dif­

ticul t phrase of Numbers 231221 2418 ke~<apot reJcm 

19, but the term remains obscure. w. F. Albright, - . 
•The Oracles of Balaam," fil 63 (1944), p, 21.5, n. 47 

explains it as "impetuosity" .comparing Arabic wgf ·"to 

run fast.• ·His translation of the entire phrase 

(ibid,, p, 224) is "While he stormed like a wild bull," 

The OX (or STEER, also BULL1 Mr), despite being 

one of.the most common domestic animals in ancient 

Israel, does not figure to any great extent in poetic 

imagery, which shows a preference for more exotic beasts, 

Job 241) (cited above, pagell2 ) mentions the ox as 

typical of personal property. The possession of a 

fertile bull is a mark of prosperity -- Job 21110, The 
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ox serves as typical of animal sacrifice in Psalm 

69132 (again, in an "anti-sacrificial" context, See 

belo\7, page 1::5). A fattened steer is cited as an 

element of a luxurious dinner in Prov, 151171 

Better a portion of herbs where there iS lov~. 
Than a fattened steer with hatred, 

The ox is an animal of predictable behavior (see Job 

615) and with that, quite dumba The man who is capti­

vated by the allures of a looae woman is likened to 

the OXt 

He goes after her impulsively 
Like an ox goes to the :;;laughter 

(Proverbs 7122), 

The writer of Job complains, "Why are we conside.red as 

cattle (behemiih)1 Why are we stµpid (?) in your sight?" 

With this compare Psalm 73122 "I was stupid and igno~ 

rants I was (like) . cattl~ (b0 hem8t) with you,n29 

But,_with all this, the ox is "smarter" than apostate 

Israel a 

The ox knows its owner 
and an ass his master's stable, 

(But) Israel does not have any knowledge, 
my peopl~ does not understand 

(Isaiah 1 t .3) , JO · 

An additional instructive example for men is given 

from the experience of the ox in Proverbs 14141 · 
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Without the labor of oxen, the manger is barer . 
Abundant crbps de_pend on the bullock'·s strength,31 
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That is, the tiring efforts of the oxon in the field 

serve, in part, to produce their own sustenance. A 

man should recognize,.therefore, that good things come 

to him through hard work for others~J~ 
' a Imagery involving the KID (gedi) stands apart from 

that of other herd animals. It is a designation for 

the smallest of the flocks, and consequently the most 

helpless (see Judges 1416, "he (Samson) tore the lion 

as if it were a kid").JJ This heightens all the more 

the impact of the peaceful cohabitation of the kid 

with the wolf in the "messianic" ages Isaiah 1116, see 

above page 80. 

Perhaps related to the above is the passage in I 

Kings 20127 that, compared to the Aramaeans who 11 covered 

the countryside, 11 the Israelites who went to engage 

them seemed like "two flocksJ4 of goats 11 ('izztm). 

There is a fair volume of ~magery involving SHEEP 

·and GOATS in the O.T. These animals figured promi­

·nently in sacrifices and are often mentioned in such a 

way as to evoke the entire sacrificial system, usually 

with·a negative tone. 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
.And to hearken (is better) than the 

· ·fat of rams { >~11:m) 
(I sam. l.5a22b) .;s-. --
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What is your multitude of sacrifices to me? 
says Yahweh. · 

I am sated with holocausts of rams (>el'tm) 
. and the fat of rattlings (m0 rt>rmJ 

In the blood of bulls ( nadm) anITambs 
(k%astm) and· fie-goats ( 'atudtm) 

I havefiO"Pieasure ----
(Isaiah 1111). 

With what shall I approach Yahweh? · 
· (and) bow myself before the God of 

the Heights? 
Should I approach him with holocausts -- · 

with year-old calves? (<agaltm ben~ 
sanah) · -

Will he be pleased with thousands of rams 
· ( >~ltm) , 

with myrf"a<I streams of oil? 
(Micah 616-?)~ 

I do not "take" bulls (par) from your estate 
(nor) goats (<a~t~<:rT:::} from your folds. 

For all the b_easts o:t' the scrub are mine-:16 -•the animals· of the luxurianthillsJ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 
Do I feed on tho flesh of bulls (>abbtrtm) 
·Do I drink the blood of goats (<atttld1m)? 
(Psalm 501 9,13). 

A similar list, but in a positive context, is given in 

Psalm 66115. Of disputed import is Isaiah 4Ja2J, "You 

have not brought me your sheep for holocausts, etc." 

r.tuilenberg comments, "Israel could hardly be censured 

tor not offering oacrifices in a foreign land, for 

they.were doubtless forbidden (cf. Deut.· 12113-14). 

The meaning seems to bes 'You did not offer me sacri­

tic~s. and indeed I did not require them. But in their 

stead you offered me :the gifts of your sins. You have 

been weary of me and have not called upon me in worship 

ot any ~ort. '"J? 
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"Like a lamb to the slaughter," so common in our 

own literary tradition, is, of course, rooted in bibli­

cal imagery1 see Jeremiah.51140, where lambs, rams, 

and he-goats are again enumerated, and Jer, 11119 ("I 

was led to the slaughter li1te an unsuspecting lamb 

[kebe~ 'allGp]) and Isaiah.5317, "ho was lad like a 

sheep (seh) to the slaughter and like an ewe (rabel) 

that is dumb before its shearer, he opened not his 

mouth,•38 

As one of the most common items of property, the 

wish for abundance of flocks and their products signals 

general prosperity1 the key passage in this regard is 

Deut, 321141 

The butter of cows (b~qar) 

12? 

And. the millc ofgoats (~>on) 
tli th the fnt of latitir(karfm) »-

Bashan-rams (>~ltm), and he-g~('attud1m) And 

See also Proverbs 27123-27. 

The threat of wide-spread despoilation is couched in 

sim.ilar terms 1 

Yahweh has a sword covered in blood, 
it is smeared with fat. 

From the blood of lambs (kart~i 
and he-goats ('attfidtm) 

From the fat of the kidneys of rams (>~1tm) 
(Isaiah 3416) • · 

The figure of a person as a "lost sheep" ls limited 

to Ps. 1191176 (keseh "obed), Similar, however, is the 

seh peznrah "scattered sheep" of Jer. 5011?, driven in 
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flight to all directions by the lion. The whole serves 

as the image of the despe.rate plight of Israel. 

The mixed imagery of MT at Hosea 4116 ("For 

Israel is stubborn like a stubborn heifer: Should 

Yahweh now feed them like a lamb in.a broad pnsture?") 

renders the verse somewhat suspect. The section 

verses 15-16 presents Ephraim serving as an example 

for Judah -- an example not heeded. I read the second 

colon a 

tattah ylr'u [-m] 39 yehJ1dah kekebes bammertiih 

•And now Judah feeds like a lamb in broad 
pasture.• · · 

128 

This restores a parallelis!!l of Israel and Judah, as in 

verse l.Sa, and reinforces the tenor of t.he verse, that 

Judah learns nothing from the experience of her neighbor 

to the Nortl:l and continues a disasterou.s course as un­

concernedly as a sheep at pasture. 

Certain names of aniinals are used metaphorically 

of persons. so >e1tm "rams,• "leaders of the herd": is 

used of chieftans. Exodus 15115 refers to the 'i1~ 

mS'ab, a phrase paralleled by 'allupe 'ed8m, •ieaders 

ot the tribal levies of Edom." Other instances may be 

found in II Kings 24115 and Ezekiel 32121 •. Similarly 

the term tatt~d~ >are)! "he-goats of the earth". is 

paralleled in Isaiah 1419 by~ malk3~yim 

•ai1 the kings of the nations.• The 'attudtm of Zech. 
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1013 is coupled with "shepherds," i.e., "kings," and 

this would indicate that the usage is metaphorical, 

which Is. 1419 by itself does not, The 'attud as a 

leader figlires in the simile of Jeremiah 5018 

Out, and be like bellwc~hers 
Leading the flock:~o 

There is some indication that these usages are re­

stricted to high officials, belo.w the level of kings. 

In Ezek, 39118 J~l!m, kartm, 'att~d1m, partm (all 
. --~ -- ' 

further specified as fattlings of the kind found among 

the herds of fertile Bashan) are us.ed to refer to the 

princes (nest'tm) and military heroes (gibb6rfm) of 

the earth. This imagery, if it really can be te.rmed 

that, is all the more suitable in this instance, since 

it figure1;1 in the .picture of beasts and birds being 

invited to feast on the bodies of the slain warriors 

and chieftans. Ezek. 34117 might be understood also to 

refer to high officials, since shepherds-kings have 

been dealt ltith in vv. 7-10, 

Similar imagery is. found in Ugaritic, particularly 

CTcA l51IV16-? (III Krt), where Ginsberg tr~slatesa 

Summon my seven (ty) peers (lit. "bulls") 
my eighty [barJ ons (lit. "gaz"elies• ).41 

See also Qfil 51V18-9, "your seven lads // your eight 
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Notes to Section E 

1 
w. F. Albright, Ynhweh and the Gods of Canaan 

(Garden City, N.Y., 1968). · p, 266 (c). tu1mm8r is the 

North-Israelite Pronunciation of later Hebrew and 

·Aramaic ~ammar, Arabic ~amnar, "donkey-driver.• 

Albright (orally) credits this solution to F. I. 

Andersen. See now F. I. Andersen, The Hebrew Verbless 

Clause in the Pentateuch, Journal of Biblical Litera­

ture Monograph series, Vol. XIV (Nashville and New 

York, 1970), p. 123, n. 6. 

2 
The parallels from the potency incan.tations are 

. . . 

much more relevant than the rather obscure reference 

cited by o. Loretz, "Eine sumerische Parallele zu·Ez 

23 0 20,• ~ 14 (1970) 0 126 0 in reference to Heimpe~, 

Tierbilder, No. 27.l (page 258). 

The traditional rendering "foal" (so, e.g., 

LXX) was challenged by L. Koehler, Kleine Lichtcra 
• . n·· . . .. . 

FUnzig Bihelstellen erkl.nr.t (Zurich, 1945), pp, 52-57. 

who proposed "male adult ass• or "steed• (Eselhengst). 

His objection that a foal is too young and weak to sup­

port a rider is not pertinent to the question. The 

terminology derives from poetic usage, That an animal 

is described as offspring of its mother. implies nothing 

l;o 
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about its age. Purthor discussion by M. Noth, "Old 

Testament Covenant-making irt the light of a Text from 

Mari,• The Laws in the Pentateuch and Other Studies, 

trans. by D. R. Ap-Thomas (Philadelphia, 196?). 108-17. 

The meaning 11foal 11 has recently been defended by 

M. Held, 11 Philologicnl Notes on the Mari Covenant 

Rituals,• ~ASOR 200 (1970), J2-40. See in addition 

the remarks of M. Pope, ~. Anchor Bible.15 (Garden 

City, N.Y., 1965), p. SJ, 

,. 
Following, in part, an unpublished suggestion of 

D. R, Hillers, who comecta _mdn with the Ugaritic term 

!rutl:,, which apparently means to put a riding-cloth over 

the back of an animal. See the discussion, with ret~ 

erences, in W. F. Albright, Yahweh and the Gods of 

Canaan (New York, 1968), p. 49f. and note 102, and 

J. c. Greenfield, "Ugaritic mdl and Its Cognates,• 

Biblica 45 (1964), 527-J4. 

s 
rokeb <al ~am8r (Zech. 919) suggests another 

possibility for Judges 5110, namely, y$by c1 (~) mr:m: 

(for MT~). fil!! and m!: are just as similar in the 

archaic script as in the square script. 

6 . . 
.P'.or the historical inferences, w. F. Albright, 

Yahweh and the Gods of Canaan, p._90f, (quite at 

. I 
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variance with Zobel, Stammesspruch, pp. 14, ?Sf.). 

1 
M. Dahood, •zacharia 9al, 'en >adam,• CBg 25 

(196J), 12J-24 •. See also KBJ s.v. The pertinent 

passages are Prov. JOall~b, Job 321211 J61261 Zech. 

132 

911 and lJaS a."ld, in connection with Gen. 16al2 -- Job 11112. 

8 
See J. Nougayrol, "Sirrimu (no.n *pur!mu) 'ane 

sauvage•,~ Jes 2 (1948), 203-6. 

9 
See also ANET,4J8a (=filt& 144-45, line 26)a 

•The abode ot the wild ass running to and fro is the 

deserts" from The Dialogue of Pessimism. See ~,p. 

J25 note 22 :for f'urther references. 

10 
See w. F. Albright, "Midianite Donkey Cara-

vans,• in Translating and Understanding the Old Testa­

ment, Essays in Honor of Herbert G. May (New York, 

1970), p. 201 with references to other literature. 

11 
pere> baded bears a close resemblance to the 

Sumerian desi~1ation dux-ur-AS.DU~e, "the ass that goes 

by itself,• which seems to be the designation of a 

certain species .of wild ass, perhaps equivalent to the 

Akkadian akkannu. If,. however, pere> b8ded together 
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forms the proper name, the phrase of Hosea, as is, is 

untranslatable !jere, b&ded l~ J. For the Sumerian, 

see Heimpel1 Tierbilder, p. 267, with the literature 

cited there. 

12 

133 

For suggested emendations, see the commentaries. 

13 
For the difficulties ~f the verse, see 

especially the commentary of Bright, and w. Rudolph, 

"Zum Text des Jeremia," ~ 48 (1930), 285. 

14 
D. R. Hillers, Treaty-Curses, pp. 15-16, with 

references. 

lS 
On this passage, see Dahood, Psalms,1, ~ loc., 

and G. Castellino, "Psalm XX.XII 9," Y! 2 (1952), 37-42, 

tor a history of interpretation. 

16 
See BH3. Procksch (Jesaia 1• .KAT IX (Leipzig, 

1930]) defends the reading <ammtm and tr~slates "Da 

fallen als Blif'fel •v8lkcr'r als Farren 'das Volk' 

(<am) der Starken." 

17 
The translation is that of F. M. Cross, Jr., 

Studies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry (Unpublished Doc­

toral Dissertationr The Johns Hopkins University, 
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Baltimore, Md,, 1950), p, JO, The underlying con­

sonantal text would bes 

.!dt'kn l? < r.) ! !.! 
hlm 'qb ssm 
~--

~[ ] !llitl· ~ 
See .!.!W!·, pp, J5-36 and w. F, Albright, "The Song of 

Deborah in th.e Light of Archaeology,"~ 62 (1936), 

p. JO, 

18 
· See the commentaries !!!! loc, The attribution 

ot this verse to Jeremiah is doubtful. 

19 
See the commentaries !!.!! loc,, and Kraus, 

Psalmen 1. Excursus at Psalm 215 (p. 180)1 especially 

the material brought together by N. J. Tromp, Primitive 

Conceptions of Dea.th and the Nether Worlcl in the Old 

Testament, Biblica et Orientalia 21 (Rome, 1969), 

index, ~. Ps. 22 and esp. pp. 164-65, note 29. Tromp 

leans toward the position that the animals refer to 

demons, b\lt is not totally convinced. 

20 
M, Dahood, Psalms,II., p, 13J. 

21 
An attempt at solution of some difficulties of 

the the Psalm is W, F, Albright, "A Catalogue of Early 
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Hebrew Lyric Poem~ (Psalm LXVUI)~" HUCA 2) (1950 ... 51), 

pp. 15~16, 32-33, 39.· Dahood's attempt to construe 

the Psalm as a unit is not convincing, The assumed 

reference to E°g'JPt as the "beast 0£ the reed-brake" 

is suspect. The idea seems to have been imported from 

Psalm 10619, but .there is no real similarity in the 

two verses. Psalm 681Jl (against Dahood) is thoroughly 

mythological. The verb ~ in connection with animals 

refers to their sounds it is used of the noise made by 

a stallion in the Ugaritic Hippie tex·t Y.! 56, line 23s 

further, ~ayyat is most naturally taken as a collectives 

hence translate "the beasts of the brake bellow. 11 

22 
"Calves from the stall0 is used by Amos as a 

signal for the rich eating habits of the prosperous, 

along with "lambs of the flock" (Amos 614. See also 

I Sam. 28124). When Egyptian mercenaries are so de­

signated (Jereminh46a21), the image brings along ·with 

it their iminent slaughter. Volz and Rudolph take' the 

imagery as implying that t.he soldiers have grown fat 

arid lazy, a not3 I fail to find there. 

2) 
·Read wayyarqed (-mi/ma (encli tic me1n]) kems 

<egel, etc. Note the variant appelations in paral­

lelism referring to the same thing ('egel//ben r>em1m) 

amd see Psalm l0414s Habakkuk 316. 
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24 
di t - .. .., .. e t ( e c - I e ' · ") ·Rea ng apusu k egel or k eglah k egle 

badde~e>, See BH3, 

2S 
On the other problems of this passage and the 

details of its imagery, see the excellent discussion · / 

of Rudolph, Hosea, ~ XIII,l (G~tersloh, 1966), pp. 

201-03. 

26 
So also in cuneiform literature. See the 

numerous examples in Heimpel, Tierbilder, p, 79ff, 

27 
See the remarks of Cross and Fre.edman, "The 

Blessing of Moses," ~ 67 (1948), 207 n. 601 and 

w. F, Albright, •The Psalm of Habakkuk,• Studies in 

Old Testament Prophesy, ed. H. H. Rowley (Edinburgh, 

n,d.1 c. 194?), p. l),n. ion Hab. )14. Albright 

compares the phrase of Ugaritic text~ 61VI1 17-18, 

ynghn / kr>wr.m •they gore like wild oxen,• said o~ 
-...!.-

the conflict between Baal and Mot. 

Taking the ve:b !.!!!! as "to afflict, conquer, 

subjugate" with Dahood. See his ~' .!• p. ·116 and 

142, with reference to other literature and additional 

biblical examples. 

'.· 
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29 
Dahood, Psalms,!l, ~. ~. and Pope, Job, p, 

211. 

30 
See above, page 56 for parallels, 

31 
The translation is that of R, B, Y, Scott, 

Proverbs, Anchor Bible 18 (Garden City, N,Y., 1965) 

p, 91, who properly, in my opinion, .. connects th.e mean­

ing of' the passage with II.Thessalonians )110 •it one 

will not work, he shall rtot eat," For the semantic 

,development of ~ "clean• and therefore also "empty,• 

see M, J, Dahood, Proverbs and Northwest Semitic 

Philology. Seripta Pontlf'icii Instituti Biblici ill 

(Rome, 196)), p, )Of', 

32 

137 

Por a contrary opinion, see W, McKane, Proverbs, 

p, 470t,, who sees the verse as a maxim for farmers, 

!he results are ill-fitted to the tenor of chapter. 

fourteen of Proverbs, McKane translates1 •where there 

are no oxen, there is a crib of grain, but crops are 

increased by the strength of an ox,• and comments •the 

balance b~tween the grain which the oxen cons.ume and 

their productive capa,city has to be ascertained, They 

are· a kind ot capital equi:$)ment which has to be used 

economically1 it is important not to have too few or 

'1 
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too many, but to employ the number which secures the 

maximum production at the lowest cost.• 

33 
Similarly. in the "Sumerian Lamentation over 

the Destruction of Sumer and Ur" (~. Suppl •• 61Sa) 

we find the followin~a · "Those who fled from it were 

devoured by the wild beasts like fleeing ki~s.• 

34 , " The meaning of ~asipe is uncertain. The trans-. 

lation "flocks" follows LXX's poimnla, See !£!3 with 

reference to the study of Driver, •studies in the Vo­

cabulary of the Old T~stament, II,• JTS 32 (1931), 255, 

who relates the word also to the YQSP of Psalm 2919. 

35 
See the Egyptian "Instruction for King Meri-

Ka-Re: ~. 41/b , "More acceptable is the character 

ot one upright of heart than the ox of the evildoer.• 

Translator·J. A. Wilson calls attention to I Sam. lS: 

22 in a note.· 

.)6 . 
. Reading hare re >el as in Ps • 36 a 7. The :final 

l?! represents the ~onjunction E!~ See Dahood, Psalms, 

!• pp~ )O?t. and 220, 29) f'or discussion and.references. 

Thia well-known and widely documented construction has 

been missed by the translators of both NEB and NAB. 

I. 
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The element .!!! is understood here as a superla­

tive, referring to exquisite, divine qualities. Our 

attempt at translation renders •1uxuriant• rather than, 

e.g., the •towering• (so Dahood) or. the mountains, 

which would make them less suitable for flocks and 

herds, It is our contention ~hat the nuance must be 

drawn from the context1 •towering mountains• is 

suitable at Psalm J617, Not all translators accept 

this interpretation, as is well known, and soma would 

prefer •mountains of El," •cedars of El,• and the lik~. 

As this is incidental to our discussion here, we omit 

a detailed argument, 

37 . 
Isaiah, IB V (Nashville, 1956), p, 498. 

)8 
. ·-· . Both terms refer only to one animal here, The 

pa~sages .cited following exemp1ify the ex_tension of' 

imagery by giving lists of animals with something in 

common, such as their use in sac~ifice. 

39 . 
Read as enclitic !2.fil!l• or delete, Compare the 

wording of Isaiah Sal? w-era< u k8 bas'tm kedabram •and 

the lambs graze (there) as in a pasture," The sec;ond 

colon is not in good order. Reads w8horabot meti.tm 

ya'kiilu "and rattlings will eat oft the rubbish 
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mounds.• gedaytm (so read, following LXX for MT's 

gartm •aiiens• is a gloss on me~tm, This verse con­

veys the common image (Is, 17•21 271101 )21141 Zeph, 

2a6, 14) of ruined cities becoming grazing areas for 

flocks and herds. For a detailed discussion of the 

verse see H. Wildberger, Jesaja, Jlli!! X,) (Neukii-chen, 

1968) pp. 175. 1?8. 

40 
Translation J. Bright, Jeremiah, p. )40. 

41 
H. L. Ginsberg, The Legend of King Keret (BASOR 

140 

Supplementary Studies Nos. 2-J_) (New Haven, .1946], p, 24, 

See his re~.arks, p. 42, Also Dahoo~. •The Value of 

Ugari tic for Textual Cr.i ticism, • Biblica 40 (1959), 

160-170. 

For Akkadian lul!mu •stag• used as an appelation 

of leaders, see ~~ p. 562. 

On the article of P. D. Miller, Jr., •Animal 

Names as Designations in Ugaritic and Hebrew.• Ugarit­

Forschungen 2 (1970), 177•186, see my remarks above, 

page 118f. 



F. Came Animals nnd the Horse 

The DE:::R (the male >~;,ryjl "~tag"; fe;r.:'.llc >~y:,.513.h 

. "hind") fiGt.ires in nni1:i:tl im':l.ge;.·y in cevernl connec­

tions. Its movements are !'lot·:id in a farnou3 paasage of 

I:inhh1 

Then sh:lll the la;n~ r.ian len:p like:- a ctag, 
and th':: tcn~ue cf' th-1 du1n'v sing 

(Isaiah J5s6). 

The second portion of the v2rs<.: r,pecifios the reason 

for t}lis extrao!"dinnry aotion1 "fo:- w'J.ters will "vreak 

forth in the desert a:-id strea.r.~ L-: the ·11ilderness." 

An associat.;id irr.age ref~rs t~ the sure-footedness 

of' deers 

He .no.de my feet like (thos!! of} hinds, 
and c~U~e~ ~~ to ~tn~d o~ the heights 

{Psalm 131J!J. = II Sa.nu·:?l ~21]1+) .1 _ 

:{abakkuk J 119 bclor~gz: tog-:tJ:er with the aforem~n tioned · 

passages a 

The Lord Y:ihweh is ::iy st!'e:::gth · · 
who makes my fei::t lD:-3 (the feet of) 
hinrls, · 

:m:! r.nke:; rae to rar.ge the heights. 2 

Shgs are noted as tl!c object o! tht: hunt in 

Lamentations 1161 

ii€r princ~--=~ !r·p1~ !J~com.J like zta.~s 
who ·:Z:> not finj ~<.-.;tu!'&. 

They r:.in w.:. t:~ou ~ ::; t!.·.:;:~t;t!1 
be fore t;;c pu:.~:;ut;;r. 

In defense of riT >:1;;/;;5.l.'t~ ai;:.in3t ~'.le >~1~~r. reflected 

in the Gree.% Text, o.-.~ .r::.'.).y ::i.1 :h;cc t!-_;; li:12c;cry of 

Esarl1od·fon's .'/~:;cal Treaty, line 57(., 

141 
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Just ns a stag le chased nnd. killed, so may 
your Rvene•;rn chase nnd kill you, ;',"Our 
br.oth.;:rs, your sons, J 

142 

The same imagory occurs in Job 19122, "why do yo'.A pur­

sua me like a stag?" ·The text is to be rend k 0 m(:I 

>o.yy!il, ::i.g'.l.in::it 1~ 0 d) >;::1 "like Cod", accepted by Pope, 

Job (Anchor :Sible 15; I~ew Yol."lt, 1965), The import of 

the secon1 colon quite escapns me, The stag may be re­

stored to an additional passages Proverbn 7122c, The 

solution to the i:.ipossible ~'.:::' (Ck" '~kee >cl 1;,~car >e.,/h) 

"and like a b3.ngle to the di::iciplinc of a fool" is 

of'f~rcd Ly c, R. Ddvcr4, who repoints to read ~h:c<akkes 

~l r.;5s8r >ayy5.l ":::.nd lika a ::;tag skips into a noonc," 

said of the man e:i.:::ily taken in by the harlot's chaL·ms. 

The re:mlt is nicely cor.;iratiblc with the simile of ver£e 

2Jb, "like a bird d'.1.1·ting into a. crnare." 

Also serving in poetic im~gery is the deer's at-

trcction to, and dtipendenc 1~ i.;pon, watering places. 

As a· hir.d longs 
for springc of water, 

So d~ I :;·earn 
. :for you, 0 God 

(P3alrr1 lt-21 2). 

The probler:i of i'..($!'~Gmcn t ir1 b0nder of i;:l' l:e> ::;ry~l 

tn.<arog t,n.3 teen so:l..veJ by J. Jlucsmn.n, •::t.o saw here a 

miz-di vision of con~~!1:.mts, and re:idn l:e >n:n,i,:-J.s t <ar·Sr;, 

the verbal !"orm bdng the infinitive absolu tc. 5 . Z::imilal· 

imagiuy occurs in 'Jgal'itic1 seE1 ~ .51I1l6-17, 
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Lo, the.wild oxen m:i.kc for the
6

pools, 
The hir1•~:J JT.nke for the opring, 

The hind is uinclcd out in Je~emi~1 1415 as being 

pRrticul~rly affected in a tima of severe drou~1t, to 

the point of fors!lking he,r youni::, 

Al thouf:h the_ s'lying _ concern.tng r:apthali in G>?nesfo 

1~9,21 is too concise to :::upply conclu3ive clve::> to its 

meaning, scvei"al considcratlom: l~ad us to adopt the 

followine; tr'lnslatior,, followir,g, in the main, the 

trcatm~nt of R,-J, Zobcl17 

naptnlt >:i.yyaHih ~f')lil!Jah 

Napht3.li -- a hind running free1 
He b1•ings the rr.".!s:; enger •::: word, 

Zobel refers to the discussion of ~owinckele bringing 

to bear oi-i the verse the phrase cf Ps::tlrr. 68112, >ador:!'iy 

143 

yi tten >5rr..?r. "tl:e Lord l:l<!ke~ n.nnounc~ment," Of ir.terest 

is the conjtincticn of the ·V~:::-b ntri and >o:'lcr, aa in 

G•:.1c:::i!i !~9 1 ~1. 9 ~:-,d the use of ~ipru in the Amarna 

tory" is i:nplled .:~o.;.s not s.oi;n; w~rrantea,10 Shct.lcl 

thia und<?1·standi!"lg of the second l~alf of the ve1·Ge be 

correct, then the reading of the >a:1yfi1.:1h ~ernt.ah "a 

hind running free• i3· as:::u1·c•.l, first Qf all by its a;tree- . 

mcnt with other !.r..nzery of -the hinrJ arid secondly as 
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the a.lterr~a.tive readin[: "a branchlne; teri:-binth" (.>~l:'th 

~01.tthah) makes no sense. 

Commentators are divided on the interpretation of 

Psalm 2919 (y8 h81Dl >ylt), In our opini6n the com-
• --

144 

pP..rison with Job J91l (holUl >nyyE.1$t) "the birthpnngs 

of the hinds" is misleading, and indeed may have in­

fluenced the pointing of r.:T al; Fs, 2919, In the context 

of the Psalm (verses 6 - 8 mention Lebanon and the 

"brushland of Qadcsh," both north-Canaanite locations) 

-- together with verse 9b, "it strips the foref;ts", 

verse 9a can only mean "The thunder (lits voice) of 

Yahweh bends.(or uproots) the oaks (>~1~t). This 

yields a sntisfaztory semse and maintains 'Che conti­

nuity of the imagery,11 

The point of 'comparison in Proverbs 5119 where a 

wife is compa1·ed to "a. lovely d~e" (>a;,;,yelet >o.har.tm) 

is most lil<'ely personal appearance, 'P..J-.':ib1m is ambigu­

ous, but the parallel yr..Cn1nt tifo points to pleasing 

physical feature:;, 12 3ee al.:;o Proverbs J01 Jl. 

The CAZELL3 (~E?b~) is utilized to evok~ the idea 

of speed, This is spelled out in refE-rciicn to a c~r;,. 

tain Asah'3l, who wa:; "fast on his feet like a gazelle 

on the open steppe;' (II ~amuel 2118); nnd certain 

Gadi tes in David's band who were "like b'11Zel.lcf.'l on the 

mount'l.ins in spccj" (I Cl•ronicles 1219), Tr.us we rn~y 
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suppose that th·~ comparison to the gazelle in Proverbri 

6s.5 is to in<licnte a quick cht·tL"'lg :-ibou~ fL·om per::on 

to p.;rson in an at~~r.ipt to make the bes~ of a worsening 

si tu~Uon, and thu3 "oa\'G ycuL·self li}~·-~ a ~az,•11~ from 

the hunter, lJ like a bird fro;u the h;?r1.d of t!~e .fowler." 

The saw~ picture of quickly dai.·tin~ u.'oout fits the rnen-

tion of the "hw1tcd g~zelle" 

lJ s 14, as it is this type of action which would fit 

the parallel ·:!Xp;;·es:::ion "lik·2 sheep which r:o one rounds 

up." The continu::i:tion of the verso ::;upple:n•)nti:i this 

imagery by st3.ti::1g that "every man will turn to his 

145 

clan, and each will flee to hia own territory" -- i.e.,. 

a helter-skelter dash fo:- safety, 

The n:;;x (:{'.ten), or ;·tild gqat, is associated with 

rocky heigh'~s 1 "the high mountain::; ard for the ibe:<:", 

P::;alm 104al3r "-th,: ibex of the roc1;:y regions", Job J91l. 

Its mention in !:';1al1.1 104118 in con June tion with the 

coney, a.11 2. ghr.ce nt Provt?rts J01?.6 (::iee above, p. 83) 

indic::-.te that \·::::it ia ir:t;;r,·'.leJ is a rc.fe1~~nce to the 

usefulne:rn of s~ch. pl:..cas in Co=1's crco.t~d world, in 

opite of theit' l'qr:r.i-1.:>.blu nnture. I S8.mu 0::l ~tis) recot'rl;> 

that a location cnlle1 the "'t!ild Gont.~ocks" ·1:as ur;cd 

as a hideout fot• Dnvld':.i tand. The i;;n11ll nu::ib.;r of 

reference~ to th~ ibex in th·? Old TJ;,tc.:~cnt ma~e:J it 

·I 
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difficult to specify the intent of the comparison in 

Fl'OVel·bc 5117 of on~•s wi!'c to "n e;raceful (?) i'bP.X 11 

(ya<n1nt hun), Ecnuty ls C·:-rtainly iucluded, but 

m~ny hav9 seen in nddltioh n reference to fertility,l~ 

The oft cit•)d refaren.ce to Job 3911 is o.:nbi,suous ::;up­

po::-t in.any c::i:::e, nc all that rr.'ly be intended there is 

oornething done nw'1.y frl).'.!l th~ sight of mnn. 

Old Testam<mt ima(;ery mcntio:iing tl!e l!OR":;E is 

almost excluzivcly associatad with lts military u3e. 

Since the ;;,11ploymEmt of the hors.:: w::i.s chiefly to drav1 

cha1:iots, t!1e latt~r rnak·'.) a suit~bln., nnr. frequent, 

p~rallel term. 15 

I vtill sing to the Lord; for he is gi.·eatly 
triurr.phnnt. 

Horse a;·id cha.clot (re:::i.:11 ri1:l:~) tc has cnst 
int;o the :;.;.a 

(E;:oduc 1511 [.• 2J]) .16 

Their la:1d io filh1 \'.'l t!: ho1·c·:?s (sG::t.r..) 
and ·~h£": ir is no end to their clw.~·io ts 
(~1arkel,Ot~\"'~.·) 

(Isai0h 2a7). 

'tloe to '.;ho:;: v:'.:o 60 do;•111 to Egypt for h(;)lp 
n.r::l r1.;ly oa }·:o::-~~:> 

~·!ho ti·u3t iri c~:.'1:.".:.:j t·:; ~t-;c:;i..·~J.JO ·~hey arc n~n.ny, 
. '.1111 in ho.;.•se,r.an b-::c:::ur;c th"Y ara VP.l'Y 

. r;-'i; . ..:·ong. · 
(I:-:aiah Jl1l). 

Advance, 0 Hor3cG! 
an:t ru:r.bl::!, 0 Ch::-..riot.:;! 

(Jeremiah 4619) .17 

The a1;:~oncc of hora,;s· n.nd chn.riota :r..ti te r"~tu1·ally 
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I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the horse from Jerusalem • , , • 

The battle-bow will be cut off, 
And he will declare peace to the nations 
(Zech, 9110), · . 

Statements in the Wisdom Literature refer to 

more generalized observations of the horse's behavior 

than its military employments specifically its need 

for control through bridle or whips 

A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass1 
And a rod for the back of. fools 

(Prov. 2613). · 

Do not be like a horse or a mulo, 
without understanding, 

Whose temper must be curbed with bit and 
bridle • ,,, • 

(P~alm 3219),lo 

The sexual activity of horses is used also in 

simile - .. Jeremiah 518 and Ezekiel 23120 (discussed, 

with parallels, above, page 113!.) 

The most frequent mention of horses is to ev~ke 

the idea of military strength, and a vivid account ot 

the ancients' impression of the war horse is given in 

Job 39i1e-25. Here belong such passages as Psalm 2018t 

Jer. 6123 (=50142)1 Amos 41101 Nahum 3121 Prov. 211311 

Ezek·, 3814, 141 391201 Zech, 1013, ~· A stress on 

numbers of horses then expands the emphasis .to that of 

an invincible army1 Jer, 51127, •horses (in number) 

like locusts,• See also Isaiah 2111 Ezek, 26110,19 
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The din and melee of a military encampment is 

si~aled by mentioning the noise of the horses (II Kings 

"716) and their snorting or the pounding or their hooves 

vividly portrays aspects of the battle (Judges .51221 

Jer. 8116; cf. Is • .5128). 

The horse was used, of course, to achieve speed 

and mobility. This ~s often explicitly mentioned, the 

horse being sometimes compared to another animal noted 

for its swiftness ("swifter than eagles" Jer. 41131 

"faster than leopards" Hab. 118) but it is noted that 

it is not able to overtake the ostrich1 see Job 39118 • 

. Similar examples come from Egyptian sources 1 "horses 

••• swifter than the wind" (~,499a)1 "a horse 

• • • swift as a jackal" c~.4?7a). and "his horses 

are like falcons in the midst of small birds" c~. 

26)a). 20 

The futility of engaging in a foot race with a 

horse is mentioned in Jeremiah 121.51 the similarity of 

the parallelism suggests that the idea Of speed and 

stamina also lies behind Psalm 1471101 

He is not pleased by the stamina of the hors~,.1 nor does he delight in the "thighs" of a man,'"""' 

Seeking security in military forces· is set in 

opposition to reliance upon God. In this polarized 

viE:W of the prophets1 the horse often serves to repre­

sent military might, A passage from Isaiah illustrates 
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the phenomcnd (given here ~3 it includco rcfcrcmcc to 

speed) a 

For thus snys Lo:::-d Y'lhwt'h, 
th~ l!•)l;)' On.:> of Isr'..'.»ls 

"In rtiturr:i1·:.:; ~nd r•.:::;t ~·ou :.:li'll l be ::.>n.V(•d-­
In quietn·~::is u;d in ti.·u:::t shall 'be your 
s-ti'en;;; th." 
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:Eu~ ;:.'ou \•::eri;: ur:·;:illing, ~.nd you ~aid, "?:ot :::o: 
~·re will spE:~rJ '.)y rr.eru1~ cf h·.:>rses. 11 

Th".!re!o~e ;;ou ·.·::.11 G;"··~f:C' :;.· .. :::i.:n 
And (you s'1in), ";·:e v:ill drive s·.·;ift ones," 

':'hcr&fO:!.'e your ~ursuei.·s will be :mift 
(Isaiah J~slS-lo). 

5ee also Hosen 14:1}; f::rn.lri JJ:l71 I:mie-.h 31:1, 31 
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Notes to Section P 

1 
NEB renders "makes me swift as a hind"• one 

may suppose that this attempt at precision is based. 

not without some reason. on those other descriptions 

ot warriors compared to the related species of gazelle. 

where swiftness is specified as the point of compari­

son. (See GAZELLE. and II Sam. 21181 I Chronicles 

1219). 

2 

150 

w. L. Moran. •some Remarks on the Song of Moses.• 

Biblica 4) (1962). p. 327. note l, criticizes the at­

tempts of Albright (followed by Cross and Freedman) to 

restore in these passages a reference to •the land• or 

"the sea" Cl!!>· This, he rightly notes, neglects the 

parall~lism with the simile •feet like hbld's feet• and 

the context -- a description of a warrior's prowess, 

not victories. over mythological foes. See now the ex.­

cellent study of J. L •. Crenshaw, •wedorek 'al~bamot~ 

>ires,• CBQ 34 (19?2), 39-53, esp. p. 49 on Hab. 3119 • . -
) 

ANET. Supnl. page S40a. For the text see o. J. 

Wiseman in Iraq 20 (1958), 7ls ki-1 sa a~a-lu . 

ka-su-du-u-ni di-ku-u-ni • 

.. 
G. R. Driver, "Hebrew Notes,• !! l (1951), 241, 
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superceding his earlier remarks in "Problems in · 

Proverbs," li! SO (1932}, 14J. 

s 
J. Huesman, "Finite Uses of the Infinitive 

Absolute," Biblica J7 (1956), 290. 

hm~ brky, tksd // r'umm. 'n. k<:!d. Jaylt, 

1 
Stammesspruch, p, 20f, 

·a 
s. Mowinckel, "Der achtundseohzigste Psalm," 

Avhanlinger utgitt av Det Norske Videnskaps-Akademi 

i Oslo, II, Hist.-Filos, Klasse, 195J, No, 1 (Oslo, 

1953). p, 77. 

9 
~gainst those who would translate •gives forth 

lovely fawns• it should be noted that !l!!l is not else­

where used of "giving birth.· 

For another proposed solution see P, I, Andersen, 

The Hebrew Verblcss Clause in the.Pentateuch (New York, 

1970)~ p, 441 "A hind is released, sheep of the fold 

are sold,• comparing an Akkadian phrase ·immlr-supuri 

··sheep of the fold" (.!J?!!!,, p. l2J, n. 5). The his• 

torical backdrop of.this imagery remains rather ob­

scure in any case, but would suit a tribe given to . . 

razzias, 
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10 
That tho message is one of victory is deduced 

only from.the context in Psalm 68112!. 

11 
This reading requires no consonental emendation. 

The only alternative is to emend 9b to read y<lwt 

•mountain goats" (so G. R. Driver, •studies in the 

Vocabulary of the OT,II.• !!TI?. J2 (19Jl), 255, followed 

by, among others, J. Jeremias, Theophanie 1 fil:! · 
Geschichte einer Alttestamentlichen Gattung, ~ 10 

(Neukirchen1 1965), pp, JO-Jl, with reference to I 

Kings 20127. 

12 
Compare also the imagery of the Sumerian text 

•The Me~sage of Ludingira to his Mot~er• aa cited by 

J. s, Cooper, •New Cuneiform Parallels to the Song ot 

Songs,• ill 90 (1971), p, _160, •My mother is brilliant 

in the heavens, a doe in the mountains" (line 22). 

13 
Reading raissayyad for MT miyyad, 

·14 
See w. McKane, Proverbs, p. 318!. 

lS 
See the remarks of E •. z. Melamed, •Break-up of 

Stereotype· Phrases as an Artistic Device in Biblic_al 

Poetry,• Scripta Hierosolymitana,VIII (Jerusalem, 1961), 
pp. 128-129. 
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16 
A most important discussion of this and other 

pertinent passages is given by S, Mowinckel; •orive 

and/or Ride in o, T, • • !! 12 ( 1962). 278-299. · His sum­

mary statement, which his discussion admirably sup­

ports with historical and archaeo!ogical evidence in 

·addition to literary considerations, is given on page 

2841 •wherever we meet horses in connection with 

raekaeb (macrkab~, raekae~) we are concerned with 

chariot horses, horse spans, not with riders on horse-

back, The verb rkb in these.contexts has to be trans-
~- . 

lat~d by 'drive• or manage the horsed chariots,• 

Mowirickel's note 3. page 284, lists the pertinent pas­

sages, His attempts to establish a meaning of 11 horse 

span• for every instance of prs(m) are not as success­

ful, The division of the lexicons between •steed• 

(ls, 22161 281281 Ezek. 271141 Joel 2141 Nah, 3131 

Hab, 1181 I Sam, 8111) and "horseman• elsewhere. (1,e,, 

charioteer) seem fuliy justified by the contexts, 

l? 
Other passages to be considered here are 

Psalm 20181 761? (see Dahood)I Is, 4)1171 Jer, 41131 

4614; (Jer. 50137];. Amos 2115r Haggai 21221 Hab, 318, 

Also Amos 6112, •no horses run on rocky land?" -- single 

horses do, but a chariot span cannot: Jer, Sl.121 in-

. eludes 11horse and rider• along with •chariot and driver,• 
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From the Persian-period or later come references 

to •the horse and its rider," Zechariah 101.S and 1214 0 

Genesis 49117 is problematical. Mowinckel under­

stands it to speak of a rider on horseback (ibid., 

p. 288), Zobel, Stammesspruch, p. 18f,, explains the 

verse as referring to a horse drawing a chariot, The ·· 

•driver• is then throvln from his chariot by the rearing 

of the horse(s). This is obviously an attempt to pre~ 

serve an early provenance for the verse, but in the 

absence of the mention of a chariot (as we would ex­

pect literary convention to include it) Mowinckel's 

view is to be preferred, 

18 
The difficulties of this verse are well known 

and have provoked extensive comment. See the commen­

taries. 

19 
Azitawadda boasts, •1 have added horse to 

154 

horse, shield to shield, and army to army,. (ANET, 499b). 

Cf, Deut, 17116. 

20. 
Another passage containing a comparison between 

animals is Joel 214, where locusts are compared to .. 
horses •tn their appe,arance,• This observation is 

widespread, as witnessed by the German name for a type 
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ot locust •Heupferd,. and the Italian ,.cavaletta.• See 

J. A. Thompson in the Interpreter's Bible, vol. VI (New 

York, 1956), p, 744. In the face of the explicit torm 

of the comparison (,.in their appearance,.) it is strange 

that Wolff, ~. ~XIV, 2 (Neukirehen, 1969) p. SJ. 
refers to •invincibility• as the tertium of the imagery. 

21 
NAB even tra.~slates here •the fleetness of men.• 

See also Amos 2115. 
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Conclusions 

The body of tho study has given a rather completo 

but not·exhaustive catalogue of Old Testament passages 

involving .animal imagery and has drawn on the other 

Semitic literatures to illustrate the conventional 

character of much of this material. Various textual 

and exegetical problems have been discussed as they 

occur. The material there is not in every respect new, 

nor in many cases does it represent an advance in the 

study of individual passages. It has bee~ included, 

however, to afford the reader a convenient gathering 

of this class of material and to bring out develop­

ments in the study of the text which are pertinent in 

individual cases, but would be cumbersome and dis­

tracting to any treatment in strictly aystematic or 

summary form. As indicated in the introduction we 

offer here a summary of our findings along with a sam­

pling of texts illustrating the devices by which ani­

mal imagery is cast in poetic form and accomodated to 

the line structure of Hebrew verse. 

The most common type of line in Hebrew poetry is 

the bi-colon. The investigation of animal imagery dis­

closes at once that the bi~colon is the most frequent 

unit of length used to convey.such images. Since this 

unit of poetic measure is usually combined with the 
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stylistic accent or parallelism (parallelismus mem-

. brorum), a pervading duality is evidenced in this 

imagery. Thus the structure utilized by the poet 

most often imposes on him the choice in vocabulary or 

two nouns ·which will stand in parallel poSition. So, 

tor example, Ipaiah 5118 

157 

kt kabbeged yo'kelem 'as // weka~~emer yo'kelem sas 

For the ~ shall eat them like a garment, 

And the moth larvae shall eat them like wool. 

Here then is a metrical unit or (3+3) within which the 

image is structured A B C // A'B'C' or in complete 

parallelism. When the same image is cast in the con­

fine$ of a different meter, in this case (3+2) the 

poet utilizes a variant style to accomodate it, as in 

Isaiah .5019 

hen kullam kabbeged yiblu // 'as yo>kelem 

Behold they shall all disintegrate like a garment: 

The moth shall eat them. 

The variation here has been in the use of a different 

verb in the firs·t colon. The aggregate of the vocabu­

lary·, however, (beged, ca.s, yi»kelem) assures us that 

we have the sanie image before us, and suggests further 

that it is not created ad hoc by the poet, but drawn 

from the stock of li ter_ary convention. The parallelism 

within the bi-colon may be considered A. B C // D A';. 
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Simply by comparing the two v~rses, the basic image can 

be reduced to the vocables common to both verses, 

namely, •the moth shall eat (them) like a garment.• 

This is confirmed by yet a third example of the identi­

cal image; with the same core vocabulary_ in one half 

of the bi-co~on, and balanced in the other by a phrase 

retaining one word in common with Isaiah .50a9. The 

image is .taken :rrom Job 1Ja28 

w9hG> keroqebl yibleh // kebeged >akal~ 'a~ 

He will disintegrate like a skin-bag, 

Like a gar~ent which the moth ha.S eaten. 

The wide variety of style achieved by the poet within 

the rather close confines dictated by structure is well 

illustrated by the following image~ that of describing 

the ruins of a destroyed area as a lair of jackals. 

w9natatt! >et yerusalaim 1ega11t~ // mecsn ta.nn1m 
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I will render Jerusalem ruins -- the lair of jackals 
. (Jer. 9110), 

las um >et car~ yehudah ~ emamah // mec fm tanntm 

To establish the.Cities of Judah a wastelanda the 
lair of. jackals {Jer. 10122)~ 

·wehaytab tl3.~or lim'~n tanntm //~emamah cad ce1am 
Hazor shall become a lair of jackals. a perrenial 
wasteland (Jer. 49aJJ). · 

wehaytfill babel legall'!m // mecan tann"im 

Babylon shall become ruins -- the lair of jackals · 
(Jer • .SlaJ7). 
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In 9110 and 51137. both (3+2). aside from the designa­

tion ot place. only the verb is different. When cast 

in a (3+3) line. more variation occurs. but the basic 

vocabulary is the same c~emamah, mec6n tann'tm, place­

name). 

To return now to the •duality" ~f imagery in bi.:­

cola, we find that where two nouns are used, several 

patterns emerge that seem to have determined the choice 

ot vocables. 

A. TWO WORDS ARE USED WHICH ARE ALTERNATE 

DESIGHATIONS FOR THE SAME ANIMAL. 

Fear not. o !!2!:!!l (t8la.'at) J'acob 0 

O vermin ~in."::tat) Israel (Isaiah 41'14). 
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How much less man. who is a maggot (rimmah) 

.And the son of man, who is a !!2.!.!!! (t81e<ah) 

(Job 2516). 

All together they roar 1ike young lions (kepirtm) 

. They growl like whelns of lionesses 

(gSrS 'a1·aySt) (Jer. 51138). 

Mighty bulls (partm rabb1m) surround me, 

Bulls or Bashan ('abbfr~ basan) encircle me 

(Psalm 22113). 

From Dan is heard the snorting of his horses 

(sGsayw). 

· From the noise of the neighing of his steeds 

(>abb!rayw}the whole l~d quakes (Jer. 8il6). 
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Behold, ~he people rises up like a lion (lab!», 
. -

like a lion ( '~1) it renrs (Numbers 2J 124 >'. 
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf (<egel) --

Sirion like a young wild ox (ben re>em!m) 

(Psalm 2916). 

A pleasurable place for wild asses (pera.>!m), 

a pastureland for onagers « arodim) 

(Isaiah J2114). 

B. ONE TERM, USUALLY THE FIRST, WILL REFER TO THE 

Qfillllli., THE SECOND TO TlIB SPECIES OF ANIMAL. 2 

Dan will be a snake (naQas) on the road, 

a ~eptpon-snake on the highway 

(Genesis 49117). 

He has venom like the venom of a snake (nfil].as) 

like a deaf peten-snake which has stopped 

its ears (Psalm 5815). 

A path which the bird of prey (cayi'!:) does not 

know, 

·the eye of the falcon (>ayyah) has not 

seen it (Job 2817). 

The ravens of the wadi ('orbg na~al) will 

pluck it out, 

carrion-birds (bena naser) will eat it 

(Proverbs J0Jl7). 
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Even a small bird (sippSr) finds a dwelling, .•. . 

and a swallow (der$r) has a nest 

(Psalm 8414). 

They will flutter along like a small bird 

(~ipp8r) from Egypt, 

and like a~ (yonah) from the land or 

Assyria (Hosea 11111), 

C. ONE TERM, USUALLY THE FIRST, MAY REFER TO 
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THE ADULT OF THE SPECIES, THE OTHER TO ITS YOUNG 

Triumphant and riding on an ~ (l}.am8r) 

--on an ass foal (<ayir ben >aton8t) 

(Ze~h. 919). 

Just as the lion (>aryeh) growls 

the you.~g lion (keptr) over its prey 

(Isaiah jl14). 

Like a lion (>aryeh) among the beasts of the 

scrub1 

like a young lion (keptr) among the flocks 

of sheep (Micah .51 7), 

A multitude of camels. (gemallfm) will cover you1 

young camels (bikr~) of Midian and Ephah 

(Isaiah 6016), 

D. TWO DISTINCT KINIE OF BEASTS MAY BE MENTIONED 

WHICH ARE SIMILAR IN SOME RESPECT, i,e,, WHICH 

SHARE Th"E QUALITY WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF THE 

METAPHOR, 
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He is to me· like a~ (dob) lying in wait, 

like a lion (>aryeh) in ambush (Lam, 3110), 

Therefore ·a lion (>aryeh) fro.m the scrub shall 

slay them. 

a wolf (~) from the steppe s~all des.troy 

them (Jeremiah 516). 

They bear their riches on the shoulders of 

~ ccaya.rtm) . 

--their treasures on the humps of camels 

(gemallfm) (Isaiah 3016). 

When an image is developed in two lines (a double 

bi-colon), these devices enumerated above. may be ex­

tended to suit the structure, each unit occupying a 

full bi-colon. Examples for ·each category do not occur, 

but see, e.g., the following, 

Does a lion roar in the scrub 

if he has no prey? 

Does a young lion give forth his growl .(rr_om 

his iair) 
unless he has caught something? (Amos 314). 

Even the stork in the heavens 

lmows her proper tlmesa 

A turtledove or a sts ca.gGr 

keeps the time of her coming (Jeremiah 81?).) 
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The suckling vtill play over the hole or the 

peten-snake, 
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And over the den of a ~ip<8n!-snake a weaned 

child will stretch out his hand (Isaiah ll:8). 

As an alternative, the first bi-colon will introduce 

the specific image, while the second specifies the 

tertium or the met~phor in more detail than· is the case 

with an image confined to a single bi-colon. 

His first-born bull.has majesty 

His horn.a are the horns of a wild ox. 

With them he gores the nations, 

He attacks (to) the ends of the earth 

(Deut~ 33:i?). 

Behold a people that rises up like a lion; 

like a lion it rouses itself: 

It does not repose until it devours prey 

..; .. •till it drinks the blood of the slain 

(Num. 23:24). 

My heritage has become for me 

· · like a lion in the scrub. 

She has let oµt her roar against me: 

.therefore I hate her (Jeremiah 12:8). 

The ox knows·its owner, 

and the ass his master's stable, 
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(but) Israel does not have any knowledges 

my people does not understand (Isaiah 113). 

I will be like a lion to Ephraims 

like a young lion to the house of Judah. 

I myself will seize prey and pass ons 

· I will carry off -~ no rescue is possible 

(Hosea 5114). 

When uniform imagery extends beyond the double bi-colon, 

which is quite seldom, .two types of development can be 

distinguished. The first device of the poet is to build 

up a list, by cataloging additional animals which fit 

the category of the image as initially introduced. 

So, e.g., Isaiah 13121-221 

And ~tytm will crouch theres 

Their houses wi].J. be full of >ohtm 
--..:.-

(hyaenas?). 

Ostriches will dwell there, 

And satyrs shall cavort there. 

>ty!m shall howl in its towers, 

And jackals in the pleasant palaces. 

A.second devic~ is simply to join related images to­

gether in support of the tenor of his poem. Examples 

of this usage may be found in Isaiah 1116-9 ~nd 34111-15, 

Amos J•J-8, and, in a.specialized form, the "numerical 

saying" admirably illustrated by Proverbs 30124-28. 
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A notable syntactical feature of the development 

of a single image in strophes of varied length is the 

use.of the ,a~er-clause. 

165 

The remnant of Jacob will be among the nations, 

In the midst of many peoples, 

Like a lion among the beasts of the scrub. 

Lik~ a young lion amid flocks of sheep, 

which (>aser), when he passes through, 

he tramples 

and seizes prey -- no rescue is possible 

(Micah .51?). 

Just as the lion growls -

·. . the . young lion over its prey, 

When (~) a band of shepherds 

~s called out against himJ 

And is not frightened by their noise, 

nor daunted by th~ir commotion, 

. Thus Yahweh of Hos.ts will come down 

to wage war· on Mt. Zion and on its hill 

(Isaiah Jl 14) • 

See alsoNahum 2112-13 and Proverbs 616-ll. 

Discerning the tertium comparationis in individual 

examples of animal imagery is not, in the majority of 

cases, difficult, as the comparison is usually quite 

explicit. So, for example, we find various groups ot 
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persons likened to locus.ts, this likening specified 

by the notation that they are "without number" (see 

Judges 6sS1 ?sl21 Jeremiah 46s2J). Jeremiah 12s8 

gives the followings 

My heritage has become to me like a lion in 

the scrub -- she has let oU:t her roar against 

We find phraaes such as to "fly like an eagle" 

(Habakkuk 118) and "to leap like a stag" (Isaiah JS16). 

Jeremiah (5011?) first cites a common image for a 
fugitive, that of a hunted sheep driven by lions, and 

then.continues, in prose, "first the king of Assyria 

devoured him (Icrael), and now at last Nebuchadrezzar 

king of Babylon has gnawed his bones•• A particularly 

vivid set of metaphors is given by Hosea (lJs?-8), 

and their import made frighteningly directs 

s~ I will be to them like a lion, 

like a leopard I will lurk beside the way. 

I will fall upon them like a bear rob.bed ot 
her cubs, 

I will tear open their breast, 

and there/then I will devour them like a 

lion, 

as a wild beast would,rend them. 

J66. 
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When explicit references to the tertium are iack­

lng, there are, in the main, two principles of approach 

that can be helpful in interpretations the strong ele­

ment or conventionality in the poetic imagery of the 

Old Testament, and comparison with the imagery of other 

ancient Near-Eastern literatures. 
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Notes to Conclusions 

1 
See above, page 18. 

2 
We do not mean to imply that these terms cor-

respond to present day technical taxonomi_c classifi­

cation$, but rather represent what can be observed as 

a general classification of animals into smaller and 

larger groups. 

) 
See above, page 58. 
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